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T  O 

Sir  H^AT^  SLOANE,  Baf- 

PRESIDENT  of  the  COLLEGE  of 

PHYSICIANS  of  LONVOK) 

PHYSICIAN-GENERAL  to  the 

ARM   Y, 

And  VICE-PRESIDENT  of  the 

ROYAL-SOCIETY. 

HAT  Defire  of  Know- 
ledge, which  is  peculiar 
to  a  Rational  Being,  is 
alfo  as  certainly  the  moft 
Noble  Exertion  of  his 
Reafon,     Neither  is  it  fo  Extraor* 
dinary,    what  Qitintilian  tells  us, 
A  i  That 


DEDICATION. 

That  Men  have  been  Deified  for 
their  Knowledge  in  the  Healing 
Art  ;  Medicine  Auttores  ante  om- 
nia  accepimus  2)^,  fince  no  Power 
appears  more  God-like,  than  that 
of  Eafing  Pain,  and  Relieving  our 
Fellow  Creatures  from  their  Dif- 
eafes  j  *Dew  efi  mortali  juvare  mor* 
ialem^  Plin.  Neither  is  this  Pow- 
er to  be  attain'd,  but  by  unwearied 
Application-,  acute  Judgment,  and 
great  Experience. 

Yet  there  have  not  been  wanting 
Men,  who  ftarting  up  in  feveral  A- 
ges  and  Countries,  have  mimick'd, 
like  Monkies,  a  Skill  they  were 
naturally  unfit  for,  and  who,  fup- 
plying  the  Deficiency  of  Art,  with 
a  Super- Abundance  of  Prefumpti- 
on,  have  by  one  Trick  or  other, 
not  liv'd  without  their  Admirers. 

The  fimple  Part  of  Mankind, 
diicerning  only  the  Tinfel,  are 
caught  by  every  Thing,  that's  but 
cali'd  new,  and  without  dipping 

further 
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further,  are  fatisfied  with  the  Ap- 
pearance of  Truth  ;  for  being  igno^ 
rant  in  Matters  of  Phyfick,  they 
miftake  Noifc  for  Learning,  and 
the  greateft  Doctor  with  'em,  is 
the  moft  impudent  Undertaker. 

But  however  Pretence  may  have 
Power  over  the  Vulgar,  theLearn'd, 
and  better  Part  of  the  World,  have 
no  Tafte  but  for  Truth  :  The  Love 
of  Truth,  for  Truth's  Sake,  is  the 
great  Chara&eriftick,  by  which  all 
good  and  generous  Minds  are  di* 
ItinguiQiU 

In  fome  Countries,  where  Men 
dare  not  vent  their  Thoughts  (tho* 
nothing  but  a  Man's  Thoughts  can 
properly  be  call'd  his  own)  Truth 
may  pals  with  fuch  a  Difguife,  as 
Authority  impofes  on  her ;  but 
here,  where  Freedom  in  Speaking 
and  Writing,  is  the  nobleft  Effect 
of  our  Liberty,  we  may  inquire 
after  her  without  Danger,  and  are 
indulged  the  full  life  of  our  Rea- 
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fon,  which  furely,  we  can  never 
employ  better,  than  when  we  fee 
the  Publick  deceived  by  bold  Pre-» 
tences  to  New,  and  extraordinary 
Difcoveries,  unheard  of  and  infal- 
lible Remedies,  and  cures  next  to 
Miracles. 

It  cannot  therefore,  be  a  Crime 
to  lay  open  to  the  World,  the  Ef- 
feds  of  our  Inquiry ;  and  fince  I 
am  embarkM  in  the  Caufe  of 
Truth,  my  Defign,  Sir,  feems  to 
intitle  me  to  your  Patronage  and 
Protection.  Your  ftri£t  and  con** 
ftant  Regard  for  that  great  Virtue, 
your  warm  and  zealous  Concern 
for  the  Honour  of  the  Healing  Fa* 
culty,  are  Motives  fufficient  to 
make  a  Duty  of  that  Inclination, 
which  obliges  me,  to  addrefs  to 
you,  the  little  I  have  been  capable 
of  advancing. 

With  how  fincere,  and  how  juft 
a  Delight,  cou'd  I  enumerate  thofe 
Virtues^  which  illuftrate  your  Cha- 
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rafter,  and  do  Honour  to  our 
Country,  in  the  Fame,  they  have 
procured  you,  were  not  my  Inca- 
pacity to  fpeak  of  you  with  half 
the  Warmth,  that  1  think  of  you 
with,  an  Impediment  in  my  Wayr 
almoft  as  Obftru&ive,  as  my  Fear 
of  offending  your  Modefty. 

However,  I  pleafe  my  ielf  with 
a  Confcioufnefs,  that  you  are 
known  for  the  great  and  good  Man 
you  are,  though  I  am  not  able 
to  defcribe  you.  And  I  (hall  have 
the  Concurrence  of  the  whole 
Leaned  World,  that  you  are  the 
jnoft  proper  Patron,  of  a  Treatife, 
which  concerns  a  Science,  you  pre- 
fide  over,  as  well  by  Knowledge, 
as  by  Dignity.  And  though  your 
Merit  can  receive  no  Acceffion  from 
my  Praife,  yet  your  Goodnefs  will 
permit  me  the  Refpe£ts  of  i$y 
Gratitude. 

I  cannot  therefore  negledt  fuch 
an  Opportunity  as  this,  juft  to 

point 
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point  out  to  the  World,  a  few  Ob- 
fervations,  which  being  real  Mat- 
ters of  Fa£t,  and  within  my  pro- 
per Knowledge,  the  mentioning  of 
'em  here,  can  never  be  ftrain'd  fo 
low,  as  to  the  Imputation  of  Flat- 
tery, becaufe  your  Virtues  have 
made  that,  more  difficult  than  any 
Task  I  cou'd  affign  my  felf. 

Your  Indefatigable  Application 
to  the  Study  of  Nature,  your  Im- 
menfe  Labour  and  Expence,  in  a- 
maffing  the  moft  curious,  and  moft 
valuable  Colle&ion  that  ever  any 
one  private  Man  cou'd  boaft  of, 
demonftrate  the  Fruits  of  your  In* 
duftry,  to  proceed  from  a  true 
Spirit  of  Philofophy,  and  Patience, 
fo  neceflary  for  obferving,  all  the 
nice  Particularities  of  fuch,  and  fo 
great  Variety  of  Animals,  and  their 
Parts.  Of  Vegetables,  and  other 
Rarities,  with  «b?  the  Noble  and 
Generous  Intention  of  widening  our 
Paths  into  Nature. 

How 
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How  often  have  I  been  Eye- 
Witnefs  to  your  good  Actions !  But 
your  Charitable  Advice  to  the  Poor, 
fa  obvious  to  all,  who  pafs  your 
Doors  in  a  Morning,  is  at  once  an 
Indication  of  your  Generous  Dif- 
pofition,  and  a  lively  Inftance  of 
that  fingular  Delight,  you  take  in 
the  Pradice  of  your  Profeffion. 
It  is  Matter  of  Surprize,  that  one 
of  your  vaft  Practice,  can  have 
Time  for  Avocations,  yet  when 
others^  to  relax  their  Minds,  fly 
from  Bufinefs  to  the  Bottle,  IsV* 
your  Diverfion  is  a  frefli  Inqui- 
fition  for  the  Service  of  the  Pub- 
lick,  among  thofe  your  rare  and 
extraordinary  Productions  of  Na- 
ture^ brought  to  you  (as  once  to 
j4riftotle)  from  all  Corners  of  the 
Univerfe;  with  this  only  Differ- 
ence, that  what  that  Prince  of  Phi- 
lofopby  obtained  from  the  Purfe, 
and  Power  of  the  greateft  Mo- 
narch of  the  World,  you  receive 

a  from 
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from  the  Influence  of  your  own 
Expence  and  Diredtions, 

Happy  and  Important  Amufe- 
ment !  When  Men  fo  blefs'd  with 
Genius  and  with  Application,  are 
alfo  liberal  for  the  Publick  Good, 
and  fpare  no  Coft  to  purchafe  what 
will  promote  ufeful  Knowledge  / 
If  thefe  Excellent,  and  almoft  In- 
valuable Curiofities,  are  preferv'd 
but  with  half  the  Care,  they  were 
£olle£ted  with,  your  Name  and 
Memory,  will  continue  frefti,  and 
excite  Emulation  for  the  Benefit  of 
Mankind,  down  to  lateft  Pofterity. 

If  all  thefe  other  Qualities, 
beneficent  Heaven  has  inrich'd  you 
with,  and  which  render  you  fo 
much  the  Admiration  of  all  good 
Men.  If  a  Genius  fo  unlimited 
with  Capacity,  fo  fully  propor- 
tion Jd,  and  join'd  to  fo  diligent 
and  patient  a  Thirft  after  Know- 
ledge of  NATURE. 

If 
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If  a  healthy  vigorous  Conftitu- 
tion,  preierv'd  by  a  regular^prudent 
Conduct  in  every  Step  of  Life.  If  a 
Will  to  do  good,  inrijch'd  and  im* 
power'd  by  an  uninterrupted  Con- 
verfe  with  the  Learned  here,  or 
Correfpondence  with  the  moft  di- 
ftinguifh'd  Men  abroad,  whofe  Eyes 
difcover  Beauties  hid  from  the 
greateft  Part  of  the  World,  and  with 
Pleafure  communicate  7em  to  Spi- 
rits of  their  own  noble  Turn.  If 
all  thefe  excellent  Endowments, 
were  to  give  Meafure  to  your  Life^ 
as  they  are  the  illuftrious  Amufc- 
ments  of  it.  What  a  Depth  of  un- 
ruri  Sands  wou'd  yet  be  left  to  flow 
for  the  Delight  and  Benefit  of  your 
Cotemporaries ! 

If  the  Mite  I  have  prefum'd  to 
throw  in,  towards  Vindication  of 
Truth,  and  the  Honour,  of  the 
Healing  Faculty,  fhou'd  have  the 
Happinefs  to  prove  acceptable  to 

a  i  You, 
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You,  and  a  few  candid  Judgments  ; 
I  am  little  Sollicitous,  what  others 
{hall  think  of  my  Performance: 
Such  an  Approbation  as  Yours,  will 
more  than  recompence  my  Endea- 
vours, and  difarm  the  Malice  of 
Ignorance; 


SIR., 


Tour  moft  Humble  Servant : 


Robert  Houftoun* 


THE 


PREFACE- 


'Tf  is  fcarce  more  generally  known,   that  Di- 
^  feafes  are  infeparable  from  Human  Nature, 
than    that    none   are  more  frequent   and  more 
early  than  Ruptures. 

Authors    abound   with  Inflances   of  ruptured 

Children,  among  whom  fome  are  born  ruptured. 

*fhe  mofl  experienced  Valefcus  de  Taranta,  1.  26. 

c.  8.  tells  us,  be  lad  feen  Ruptures  Hereditary 

for    three  Generations.     Hildan    and  Wiems 

fay,    Ruptures  are   propagated^  from  Parents  to 

Children,  Ob.  73.    Cent.  6.  Lib".  4.  c.  20.  -  - 

Cornelius  John  Flander  (as  Foreftus  fays)  had 

federal    born  ruptured  in  his    own  Family,    all 

iphom  he  cur>d  with  Powder  of  Earthworms, 

and  an  Oxycroceum  Plaifler  with  great  eafe. 

•  /  have  my  felf  feen  federal,  and  fome  I 

ha've  brought  into  the  World,  one  with  a  Hernia 

Ventralis,  and  federal  with  Hydrocele's. 

fhis  will  appear  ft  range  to  fuch  as  are  not  con- 
with  Children's  Difeajes.  But  it  is  no  more 


ftrange  than  true.     Children  are  no  fooner  borti 

a  3 
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than  their  Crying  endangers  them,  and  truly ,  If  we 
consider  with  Diligence ,  tbe  amazing  Structure  of 
a  humane  Body,  and  that  Party  efpecially,  tbe 
lower  Region,  moft  fubjeft  to  Ruptures  ;  -we  need 
no  more  befurpriz'dtofee  tbe  Navel,  Groin,  or  Cod 


dernefs  and  natural  Humidity  be  well 
with  tbeWeak.nefs  of  theft  Parts.,  it  will  be  no 
Caufe  of  Wonder,  tbat  Gripes  (fo  familiar  to  Chil- 
dren) jhoifd  occafwn  Pain,  Pain  provoke  Crying, 
and  Crying  force  out  the  Inteftine  at  any  of  thefe 
Places,  Especially  at  tbe  Navel,  for  that  (through 
want  of  Skill  in  tying  tbe  'Navel  String)  being  left 
open,  eafily  gives  Way  to  tbe  Gut,  &c. 

Hence,  for  Want  of  a  right  Notion  of  the  Struc- 
ture of  thefe  Parts,  all  Strangers  to  anatomical 
Diffeftions,  are  amai^d  at  tbe  Bulk  of  a  fcro- 
ial  Rupture  in  fome  Children,  and  jtill  more, 
when  tbat  Bulk  fuhftdesf  which  is  often,  the  Cafe^ 
the  Moment  the  Child  lies  on  bis  Back,  by  the 
Inteftine  returning  to  its  Place  within  tbe  Cavity ', 
Where,  retaining  it  when  up;  perfects  the  Cure  } 
As  all  Authors  mention,  and  all  who  praftife,  muft 
own.  Foreftus  tells  us  plainly,  Pueri  a  Rup- 
tura  facile  faepe  fponte  Curantur  pag.  j/j.  Chil- 
dren are  eafily-  cur'd  often  without  help. 

Yet,  in  Bodies  more  hard  and  advanced  in 
Years,  efpecially  in  old  inveterate  complicated 
Ruptures  in  lad  Habits,  no  Cure  is  more  difficult 
and  troubbfome  :  Nay,  they  are  often  incurable  : 
But  Perfons  unacquainted  with  fucb  things,  fee- 
ing a  Child  cur* d  of  a  Rupture,  which  is  no  more 
(as  above}  than  is  daily  performed  by  Nurfes  and 
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tfrufs- Makers,  are^ery  apt  to  be  impofed  on,  and 
by  hearing  trifles  craftily  magnified,  believe  a  long 
'Train  of  Mountebank  Boa/tings,  and  conclude 
they  can  cure  all  Ruptures  as  eafily. 

tfhefe  bold  Undertakers,  before  their  Secret  was 
known,  had  Room,  at  leafl,  tkoj  not  Re  af on,  for 
loafiing ;  but  now  any  Reader  fees  their  ittmoft  All* 
lities,  and  may  do  as  much  as  they  can. 

As  a  juft  Notion  of  the  Parts  feems  neceffary  to 
one,  who  worfd  underfland  the  Nature  of  Rup- 
tures :  I  /hall  offer  a  fhort  Defcription,  that  their 
Caufes,  and  the  Reafon  of  their  Cure,  may  lc 
made  the  more  evident. 

<fhe  Peritonaeum,  which  Hippocrates  7  Epid. 
m$i]wcu&  in  the  Plural  Number,  is  every  where 
double,  call'd  by  the  Arabians,  Siphach,  is  a 
Membrane  difpos'd  in  form  of  a  Bag,  which  en- 
clef  es  all  the  Parts  of  the  lower  Belly.  It  is  pro- 
longed  at  the  Umbilicus  and  Inguina,  to  accom- 
pany the  Umbilical  and  Spermatick  VeJJels,  whofe 
Pajfage  was  made  in  Men  for  no  other  End,  but 
to  let  out  thefe  Parts,  that  are  abfolutely  neceffary 
for  the  Propagation  of  the  Species,  tfhefe  coming 
from  within,  through  their  Paffage,  or  Procejs, 
reach  the  ¥  eft  ides,  which  hang  without  the  Body^ 
and  refembling  a  Knife  in  its  Vagina  (or  Sheath) 
occafiotfd  their  being  calPd  vaginal  Proceffes,  and 
fo  narrow  as  to  admit  'em  only. 

fhefe  Openings  are  called  the  Rings  of  the  ten- 
dinous Expanfions  of  the  Ends  of  the  Mufcles ; 
thefirft  is,  Obliquus  Externus,  and  wherein  the 
Strangulation  of  the  Intefline  is  generally  made  ', 
becanfe  of  its  tfougbnefs,  the  other  two  are  more 
carnous.  It  is  plain,  that  if  Nature  had  difpofed 
'fm  directly  over-againft  each  other  ihe  leafl  Strain- 
a  4  ;'j/g;. 
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ingi  would  kerne  protruded  the  Inteftine,  and  fo 
formed  a  Rupture. 

tfhat  the  lower  tendinous  Margin  of  ike  Obli- 
quus  defcendens,  which  lies  between 'the  Spine  of 
the  Os  Ilium,  and  Qs  Pubis,  is,  particularly  con- 
tritfd  to  fecure  the  Contexts  of  the  lower  Belly, 
from  being  extruded  there  ;  in  the  fame  Manner 
as  it  frequently  happens  at  the  Perforations,  for  the 
Paffage  of  the  Spermatick  Veffels,  notwithjianding 
which,  it  is  not  impoffible,  but  that  Ruptures  may 
fometimes  happen  in  this  Part,  and,  I  imagine  this 
to  be  the  Cafe,  'when  a  Rupture  is. very  large,  and 
Twt  to  be  retained  by  a'Tr^fs  :  Nature  has  provi- 
dentially difpofed  tlufe  'Perforations,  not  exactly 
c^mng  again  ft  each  other,  for  prevention  of  a 
Rupture,  fays  the  diligent  Mr.  Cowpar. 

%hi  Navel,  in.  a  Foetus,  is  only  the  Pajfage  for 
the  Umbilical  Veffcls,  caWd  the  Navel  String,  and 
as  plain  in  tltm,  as  the  Paffage  for  the  Sperma- 
tich  VeJTels  in  Perfons  advanc  d  in  Tears.  When 
thefe  veffels,  or  the  Navel  String,  are  cut  in  new 
lorn  Babes,  they  contract,  florink,  and  dry  into  a 
ligament ous  Nature,  and  'the  hard  Part  which 
finks  in,  is  caltd  the  Umbilicus,  or  Navel. 

It  cannot  then  be  difficult  to  conceive,  bow  every 
'Thing  that  tends  Upwards  a  prong  Expulfion  of 
the  Caul,  or  Inteftine,  at  any  of  ihtje  Parts  which 
are  the  wake  ft  and  le  aft  able  to  refift  of  the  whole 
Peritoneum,  occafions  a  Rupture  ',  efpeciatty  if 
we  confider,  where  Re fi  fiance  is  lea  ft,  the  Parts 
will  be  the  more  eafily  for  id  out  like  Dough  when 
hard  prefs'd  betwixt  the  Finger's,  f'hiis  in  her  by 
Violence,  or  Relaxation,  thefe  Parts  art  driven 
*  the  Rings,  ivito  a  Part  of  the  P 
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which  forms  tie  Bag.     We  Bulk  is  more  or  left, 
as  the  'Impulfe  isflronger  or  weaker. 

When  either  tie  hteftine,  Omentum,  or  loth 
are  impelfd  thro"  the  Rings  into  the  Procejs,  and 
go  no  further  than  the  Groin,  the  Rupture  was 
calPd  by  the  Antients  $a£Wo*wA«,  ly  us  a  Groin^ 
or  Inguinal  Rupture.  If  into  the  Scrotum 
c<TX2o*n*»>  by  us  a  Scrotal  Rupture.  If  the  Rup~ 
iureswere  complicated,  Jo  were  their  Names,  &c. 
and  nothing  cotfd  "be-  more  accurate,  than  the  An- 
cients were  in  their  Definitions,  DiftinftioMs£z.c.  of 
Ruptures.  And  tho*  'when  the  Gut  is  protruded  at 
the  Navel,  as  well  as  at  the  Groin,  the  Rupture, 
may  be  properly  calfd  iAt&M*u>  from  efls#»>  In- 
tejiimtm,  and  *HAW  Scroti  tumor.  Yet  by.  the 
common  Way  of  /peaking,  none  is  caltd  fo,  but 
that  in  Scroto,  and  thus  it  has  been  under  flood 
from  the  earlteft  Greeks. 

Now,  feeing  Ruptures  are  generally  the  Effefls 
of  Violence,  or  Relaxation,  all  violetit  Exercifes, 
as  well  as  violent  Cry/r/g,  Coughing,  Singing, 
Sneezing,  Straining,  Vomiting,  Purging,  Horfc 
Courfing,  heavy  Burthens,  and  ev'ry  Thing  elfe 
tbafs  able  to  break,  tear,  or  dilate  the  Peritone- 
um, may  occasion  or  induce  Ruptures  ;  and  feeing 
Humours  caitje  Ruptures,^  as  in  Relaxations,  the 
whole  Habit  of  Body  is  in  fault.  Violence  there- 
fore of  every  Kind,  is  to  be  avoided,  I ectft  Ruptures 
in  the  fir ict eft  Senfe  of  fhe  Word,  i.  e.  Burjting, 
be fal' em.  In  the  other,  the  Habit 'of  Bocty  is  to 
be  carefully  minded  and  mended,  before  any  Cure 
can  be  expcfted.  Such  Remedies  then,  as  are  in- 
dued with  Virtues  that  dry  the  whole  Habit  of 
Body,  and  carry  of  i  be  Humidity  by  Urine,&LC. 
are  left  tot  be  Difcrelion  of  the  Pbyfician  and  Sur- 
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geon,  &c.  and  not  to  Is  lad  from  any  trifling  Re* 
ceipt,  to  all  Constitutions  ;  and  feeing  the  Choice, 
Quantity,  and  Way  of  adwiniftring  fuch  Kerns- 
'dies,  can't  be  juftly  determined  till  a  due  Regard 
le  had  to  the  Age,  Confiitution,  and  other  Circum- 
fiances,  the  Management  of  fuch ,  Lprefume,  will 
le  more  fafely  trufled  in  the  Hands  of  the  Skil? 
fitly  than  of  the  Ignorant,  where  nothing  but  Cures 
by  Chance,  and  Botching,  can  be  expefted. 

Hippocrates  in  4Epidem.  n.  13.  lids  all  be? 
ware  of  violent  Exereijes,  haft  a  Rupture  happen 
io  Jem,  as  it  did  to  one  he  mentions  there,  who 
lifted  up  an  Afs  upon  a  Wager.  Paul,  and  all 
ibe  Antients,gacve  much  the  fame  Advice,  fee  lib.  3. 
c.  53.  we  fee  that  Porters,  and  all  who  over  fir  am 
their  Voices,  Horfe  Courfers,  Running  Footmen,  &c. 
are  liable  to  Ruptures,  occafwtfd  by  the  forcible 
Retention  of  the  Air,  which  breaks,  or  dilates  that 
Part  of  the  Peritonaeum.— Hildan  p.  915.  tells  us, 
J?e  knew  fome  ruptufd  by  violent  y  omits  given  by 
Quacks,  andfl&terusfays,  he  knewfeveral  ruptured 
by  a  Super -Purgation,  occajiotfd  by  ra/b  Pretenders. 

And  t  bo*  it  <woif d  feem  little  difficult  to  know  a 
Ri4pture  from  another  '•Tumour-,  yet  Quacks,  and 
rafh  Pretenders,  have  not  been  wanting  to  make  fa- 
tal  Blunders  andMiftakes  that  Way.— Marchetti 
tells  us  of  a  Quack,  who  had  almoft  killed  a  Per f on 
by  cutting  a  Groin  Rupture,  inftead  of  CL  Venereal 
Bubo.  But  tbtf  his  Excrements  were  voided  at  the 
Wound,  yet,  by  the  Care  and  Skill  of  the  /# /WMarr 
ehetti,  he  was  cur V.-Aquapendens  de  Hernia  In- 
teftinali,  to##  Inftance  much  the  fame,  Ubi  Pater 
(fays  he)  attonitus  cruentas  retinuit  manus 
Agyrtse,  accerfito  medico  qui  nulla  puerum 
detineri  hernia  Afferebat.— Prevotius  fays,  be 
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faw  a  Countryman,  who  voided  his  Excrements  all 
his  Life,  at  a  Wound  made  in  bis  Groin ,  by  a  bold 
Intrepid  Quack,  who  pretended  to  cure  him,  by  cut- 
ting a  Bubonocele  inftead  of  a  Bubo. —  A  cert  am 
/he  Doftor,  not  above  a  Days  Journey  from  this$ 
committed  the*  like  Mifiake  upon  a  young  Woman , 
whofe  Life  was  afterwards  Jarfd  with  great  Dif- 
ficulty .  Her  Faeces  follow  d  the  Lancet  in  ft  e  ad  of 
the  PUS,  which  this  eminent  Dcftrefs  expefted* 
It  was  a  Bubonocele,^  miftookfor  a  common  7V 
mour. 

I  coifdinftance  in  a  certain  Secret -Monger,  who 
vice  verfa,  clafd  Ins  Cauftick  on  a  Bubo,  inflead 
of  a  Rupture.  And  here  produce  a  vaft  many  In* 
fiances  offuch  Blunder s,  were  it  necejjary,  or  pro- 
per. It  is  enough  to  remark,  that  Ignorance  is 
commonly  attended  with  an  unjultifiable  Rafhnefs, 
that  pufhes  them  on  to  attempt,  without  Fear  or 
Difcreiion,  what  would  make  the  moft  exquifite  Ar* 
iift  tr emble to  touch,  witnefs  Aneurifms,  andtf en- 
dons  prick* d  in  bleeding. 

Now,  notwithflanding  Arts  are  be  ft  acquired  by 
Praflice,  yet  the  healing  Art,  in  a  particular  Man- 
ner, depends  on  Principles,  there's  an  abfohtte 
Neceffity  for  knowing,  and  however  dextrous  any 
may  be  in  ih?  manual  Part,  yet  innumerable  Impedi- 
ments and  Obftacles,  mult  occur  ',  which  being  a- 
bove  their  Judgment,  will  not  be  eafily  fur  mount  e^ 
if  they  have  not  ftudud  the  Principles  before  hand. 


It  is  not  enough  then,  to  have  learn* d  by  Ufe,  to 
reduce  tti'eTarts  in  a  Rupture,  but  it  is  abfolutely 
nece/Jary,  to  have  a.  j lift  and  clear  Notion  of  the  a- 
natomical  Part,  as  well  in  their  natural,  as  their 
depraved  Situation.  How  many  Ways  they  may  b? 
dtpraifd,  or  broken,  and  the  Caufes  of 
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fuck  Alterations,  by  what  Signs  they  may  be  known r?, 
and  bow  diftinguifPd  from  one  another ',  what  Dij- 
fojltions  of  the  Parts,  render  the  Cure  eajy  or  im- 
grafticablc,  and,  in  general ',  what  Ciraimfiances 
^ive  fear  or  Hope. 

If  the  'me  am  ft  Mechanick  ought  to  know  tic 
Nature  of,  the  Metal,  or  the  Wood,  which  is  the 
'Subjeft  that  he  works  upon,  how  much  rather  fhotfd 
th,ey,  who  take  upon  V//z  to  cure  Difeafes,  know  the 
Nature  of  the  Parts  theyprefume  to  inflame,  or  hum 
in  humane  Bodies. — If  fuch,  who  are  ignorant  of 
Nature  andArt,ofAnatom,andtbe  Animal  Oeco- 
Ti&my  of  every  Branch  of  Phyfick  and  Surgery ,  in 
jhort,  of  every  Simple  in  the  Materia  Medica.  If 
'jlich  as  are  unacquainted  with  the  various  Confi'itu- 
tions^  as  they  are  with  the  Nature  of  the  Parts  they 
apply  their  Cauftick  to,  one  Drop  whereof  touching 
the  Spermatick  Veffels,  or  the  Rings  of  thefe  ner- 
vous Expanfions  of  the  molt  ejcyytfifa  Senfation  of 
any  of  the  whole  Frame,  will  throw  'em  into  the  moft 
fever e  Convulfions,  &c.  and  in  forne^  the  very  break- 
ing of  the  Skin,  with  their  Cauftick,  a  Gangrene 
follow,  as  happened  to  a  certain  Secret-Monger  in  an, 
JExomphalps  that  inflamed  and  corroded  the  Parts, 
Jo  that  the  Contents  bur  ft  out^  and  Death  enfued. 

Whether  ignorant  Prefumers  then,  are  fit  Perfons 
to  be  trultedwith  the  Concerns  of  Life  and  Death  ? 
I  leave  to  the  Judicious,  yvho,  after  'having  perused 
\he  following  Pages,  will  very  eafily  determine  alfoy 
wh  tiher  thefe  abfitrd,  and  filly  JPatrons  of  Secrets, 
yum  evsr  able  to  perform  what  they  Jw  have  jo 
undauntedly  boafted  off,  and  whether  it  he  a  new 
Difcovery  or  not,  or  a  certain  infallible  Remedy, 
as  they  have  not  -wanted  Affur an ce  to  proclaim  it. 
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LETTER 

FROM 

A  Pfyfaian  at  PARIS, 

T  O 

A  <Ptyfician  ztLONVO  Ar, 
1723. 


our  long  continued  Friendship 
procures  me  no  Excufe,  for  the 
Interruption  I  propofe  to  give  youy 
in  the  Progrels  of  an  Applicati- 
on of  fuch  Confequence  to  your 
felf,  and  others ;  let  the  Honour 
of  our  Profeffion,  the  Publick  Good  of  both 
pur  Countries,  and  the  Redemption  which  is 
due  from  Knowledge  to  Truth,  opprefs'd  by  Ig- 
norance, excite  your  Candour  to  indulge  me 
in  the  Purpofe  I  addrefs  you  for, 
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Two  Countrymen  of  yours,  Meflieurs  Ri- 
chard Bowles,  and  Gilbert  Nelfon,  are  come  a^ 
mongft  us,  with  Pretenfions  to  a  Secret  for  the. 
infallible  Cure  of  Ruptures,  whether  the  Ef- 
fects of  Violence,  or  of  Relaxation ;  whether 
in  Men,  Women  or  Children,  without  Regard 
to  Age;  or  whether  complicated  with  other 
Difeafes,  or  not ! 

TThefe  bold  Pretenders  are  for  Curing  all,  tya 
Skill  that  is  always  the  fame,  let  the  Cafes  be 
ever  fo  different ;  no  Accident  it  feems  can 'hap* 
pen,  for  which  their  Arcanum  is  not  a  Reme- 
dy. Mr.  Bowles  inforces  his  Claim,  by  no 
lefs  than  Thirty  Years  Experience,  arid  Exam- 
ples without  Number,  to  juftify  his  fingular 
Dexterity ;  and  Mr.  Nelfon,  his  Eleve/  fup-1 
ports  the  Honour  of  his  Mafter ;  fo  that  they 
are  become  a  Publick  Town  Talk,  and  of  Con^ 
fequence  enough  to  be  inquir'd  after. 

No  one  Branch  of  the  Healing  Art,  has  of 
fate  Years  taken  more  place  in  the  Converfa- 
lion  of  the  Learn'd  World,  -than  the  new  and 
furprifmg  Method  of  curing  Ruptures ;  daily 
Accidents  expofing  all  Perfons  of  what  ever 
Rank,  or  Degree,  to  the  Danger  of  this  gene- 
ral Infirmity :  And  when  I  confider,  that  of 
the  whole  Tribe  of  Difeafes,  none  are  more 
troublefome,  none  more  fatal  than  fome  Spe- 
cies of  Ruptures;  it  is  no  wonder  that  thofe 
who  have  a  Remedy  againft  fo  formidable  an 
Evil,  and  a  Remedy  too,  that  has  the  power- 
ful Perfwafivenefs  of  Novelty  annex'd-  to  it, 
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Ihould  be  fo  generally  applauded,  and  fo  uni- 
verfally  talk'd  of. 

They  feem,  methinks,  at  once  the  Shame 
and  Glory  of  the  Healing  Art ;  having  found 
out  what  efcaped  the  Search  of  fo  many  Learn'd 
Ancients,  and  put  the  whole  Body  of  Surgeons 
out  of  Countenance,  who  pretend  no  farther 
than  to  fome  Sorts  of  Ruptures,  and  give  Eafe 
to  others ;  and  whofe  Cures  too,  are  often  con- 
fin'd  to  Patients  under  the  Age  of  Twenty 
Five :  Whereas  thefe  happy  Performers,  regard 
no  Difference  of  Sex,  Age,  Circumftance  or 
Conftitution ;  but  pronounce  themfelves  infalli- 
ble in  all  Points ;  even  in  thofe  Kinds,  which 
the  moft  fagacious  have  defpair'd  of,  and  dif- 
courag'd  others  from  attempting,  by  declaring 
them  incurable. 

I  would  willingly  join  in  recommending 
thefe  Miracles  of  Men,  into  as  general  Pra&ice 
as  poffible,  if  I  could  but  fufficiently  convince 
my  felf  of  their  Merit.  If  in  reality  they  pof- 
fefs  fo  invaluable  a  Secret,  let  them  keep  it  to 
themfelves ;  and  propagating  its  Effecls,  receive 
the  Rewards  fo  due  to  it,  both  in  Riches  and 
Applaufe.  Men,  who  can  invent  fuch  exten- 
five  Benefits,  and  difcover  what  the  prying 
Eyes  of  the  Learn'd  World  have  been  narrow- 
ly looking  after  fo  many  Ages  in  vain,  can  ne- 
ver be  higher  iituated  than  they  deferve,  in  the 
Efteem  of  their  fellow  Creatures.  But  when  I 
confider  the  Perfons  who  are  fuppos'd  to  deferve 
all  this,  and  find  them  upon  Examination,  not 
only  illiterate,  but  ignorant  to  a  Degree  of  Pi- 
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ty;  when  I  difcover  too,  that  their  pretendej 
Cures  are  only  fuch  as  in  all  Ages  have  been 
perform'd  by  Medicines  the  molt  known  and 
remote  from  Secret^  I  am  provok'd  to  Indigna- 
tion, and  refolv'd  to  fearch  narrowly  into  the 
Truth  of  their  Pretenfions,  before  I  give  my 
Confent  to  blame  or  commend :  For  as  Death 
is  the  natural  Confequence  of  miftaken  Adven- 
tures in  Phyfick  and  Surgery,  the  Prefumption 
of  thefe  Men  is  no  longer  an  indifferent  Matter, 
and  our  Deteftion  of  their  Fraud  and  Arro- 
gance, becomes  a  Duty  to  the  Publick.  To 
cry  down  the  Repute  of  Men,  who  really  pof 
fefs  fome  ufeful  Secret,  is  to  interpofe  our  pri- 
vate Envy  to  the  Obftruftiori  of  the  common 
Benefit ;  but  to  advance  the  Fame  of  Triflers, 
who  under  Colour  of  fuch  difcover'd  Arcanas, 
grow  Rich  upon  the  ruin'd  Health  and  wrong'd 
Credulity  of  Thoufands,  is  a  Proftitution  of 
our  Reafon  and  Humanity,  and  a  Vote  to  li- 
cenfe  Villany,  to  live  and  grow  Luxuriant  on 
the  Sufferings  of  confiding  Ignorance. 

To  tell  you  plainly  my  Opinion  concerning 
Secrets  in  general,  I  look  upon  them  for  the 
moft  Part  as  Cheats,  and  meer  Appearances ; 
but  then  there  are  fome  again,  fo  truly  valua- 
ble, that  we  mould  rather  tire  our  Patience  by 
wading  through  a  thoufand  falfe  OneSj  than 
indanger  our  Negleft  of  one  that  might  be  real- 
ly beneficial. 

The  fplendid  Quacks  of  your  Country,  who 
live  fo  plentifully  by  peopling  Church-yards, 
and  are  fo  grateful  to  poor  Wretches,  who  pay 

well 
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well  for  their  Deaths,  that  they  fometimes  don't 
leave  'em  Money  enough  to  fupply  the  Char- 
ges of  their  Funeral ;  thefe  Men  are  known 
Examples,  how  neceflary  it  is  become  for  fome, 
who  have  real  Learning  in  the  Art,  to  unde- 
ceive the  trufting  World,  that  join  too  readily, 
to  praife  Pretenders  into  Praftice,  whom  they 
afterwards  want  Influence  to  pull  down,  from 
their  undeferved  Exaltation. 

But  the  Word  Secret  carries  with  it  fuch  an 
Enchantment  on  the  Curiofity  of  the  Publick, 
that  where  defining  Men  have  the  Manage- 
ment of  it,  and  harangue  it  for  their  own  Ad- 
vantage, into  the  Opinion  of  the  People,  they 
are  earny  rais'd  into  Coaches,  for  Aclions  which 
deferve  Carting,  and  are  little  better  than  wil- 
ful Murders. 

„  I  have  Examples  in  my  Memory,  which 
will  juftify  my  ufual  Caution,  in  giving  Cre- 
dit to  the  Boafts  of  thefe  great  Enterprisers. 

Permit  me  to  remind  you  of  fome  extraordi- 
nary Inftances. 

Drdmcoiirt  mentions  one  Raoux  a  Gafcon, 
that  had  talk'd  himfelf  into  fuch  a  Reputation 
for  the  Cure  of  all  Ruptures,  and  cutting  for 
the  Stone  at  Paris,  "  That  all  regular  Surgeons 

c  were  defpis'd,  and  this  Man  became  the  Ob- 
u  je£l  of  univerfal  Adoration ;  fome  call'd  him 
"  the  Nonpareil  of  the  Age ;  others  the  Excel- 

c  ler  of  Antiquity  ;  Pcems  ar>d  Hi  (tori  > 
."  written  in  his  Praife ;  Troph''-\s  ere6>ed  to  his 
(C  Name^  and  he  was  rever'd  like  fome  tute- 
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lary  God,  and  haiPd  as  the  Deliverer  of  Hu* 
mane  Race;  till  at  laft  this  Miracle  of  a 
Man,  after  having  butchered  feveral,  under 
"  Pretence  of  cutting  them  for  the  Stone,  when 
"  they  had  really  no  Stone  at  all;  and  after 
^  cutting  others  without  being  able  to  take  out 
"  the  Stones,  v/hich  they  actually  had,  found 
"  it  neceffary  to  make  a  private  Retreat,  with 
"  more  than  ordinary  Precipitation,  giving  it 
"  put,  that  he  was  call'd  to  Denmark,  tho',  in 
"  Truth,  it  was  to  his  own  Family  at  Nijmes^ 
"  to  live  upon  the  Spoils  of  thofe  who  had 
"  pay'd  him  for  deftroying  them?'  The  whole 
Courfe  qf  his  Impoftures  is  well  defcrib'd  by 
Dr,  Drdincourt,  in  his  "Legende  du  Gafcon^  Pa- 
ris 1665.  Leyd.  1674. 

cc  Monfieur  Collot  firft  difcovered  the  Cheat, 
"  and  cut  an  old  Man  whom  Raoux  had  been 
"  call'd  to  in  vain,  and  averted  to  have  no 
"  Stone,  tho'  Monfieur  Collot  brought  away 
*'  feveral  from  him." 

"  *  In  my  Time,  fays  Eildan^  there  came  a 
"  Quack  to  Cologne^  who  cutting  one  for  a 
Stone,  who  had  none  at  all  in  him,  fupply'd 
that  Defeft  with  one  he  produced  out  of  his 
Budget,  and  which  having  put  into  his  Pin- 
cers,  he  ihewed  it  to  the  By-ftanders,  who 
difcovering  the  Impofture,  complain'd  of  it 

a  to 


*  The  Fraud  of  an  Impoftor  ^ifcover'd,  Vide  Hild<  Li- 
tfyl.  Vejic, 


" 


(7) 

"  to  the  Magiftrate,  who  firft  punilh'd,  and 
"  then  baniih'd  him." 

A  certain  Phyfician  of  your  Country,  nam'd 
Chamberlaine,  pretended  he  had  a  Secret  for  lay- 
ing Women  in  hard  Labour  (were  the  Cafe 
never  fo  difficult)  in  lefs  than  Half  a  Quar- 
ter of  an  Hour.  He  was,  as  Pm  inform'd, 
a  very  ingenious  Man,  but  full  of  airy  Pro- 
jefts,  by  the  Effe&s  of  one  of  which  he  was 
forc'd  to  retire,  and  fpend  the  latter  Part  of  his 
Life  among  Strangers.  The  Story  is  recorded 
by  the  famous  Man-midwife  Monf.  Mauriceau^ 
in  his  twenty  fixth  Obfervation,  under  the  fol- 
lowing Title : 

Of  a  Woman  that  died  with  the  Child  in  her 
Womb,  which  could  not  be  delivered  by  an  En- 
glifh  Man-midwife  ^  who  had  undertaken  to  lay 
her. 

"  Auguft  1670,  I  was  call'd  to  a  little  Wo- 

"  man,   aged  Thirty  Eight,    in   Labour    of 

c  her  firft  Child ;  and  finding  it  impra6b'cable 

"  to  lay  her,  I  declar'd  the  fame  to  her  Friends. 

There  happen'd  to  be  then  at  Paris,  an  £//- 

:<  glifh  Phyfician,   of  the  Family  of  Chamber- 

(  laine,  who  from  Father  to  Son,  had  praclis'd 

c  Midwifry  at  London  ;  being  call'd,  he  feem'd 

e  aftonifh'd  that  I  could  not  lay  her,  and  rouud- 

"  ly  affur'd  us,   he  would  certainly  do  it  in 

J  Half  ci  Quarter  of  an  Hour,  be  the  Difficul- 

c  ty  what  it  would.     So  to  work  he  went ; 

:  but  inftead  of  Half  a  Quarter,  he  hi  •:•  r'd 

"  for  above  three  Hours  together,  withoc 
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c  ther  Intermiflion,  than  only  to  take  Breath, 
"  having  exhaufted  his  Spirits,  and  his  Skill ; 
"  and  feeing  the  Woman  ready  to  expire  in 
"  hi.s  Hands,  he  was  at  laft  oblig'd  to  yield, 
"  and  to  confefs  it  (as  I  had  foretold)  impra- 
"  fticable.  This  poor  Woman  died  with  the 
"  Child  i&  her  Womb,  after  having  fupported 

c  for  twenty  four  Hours  the  extreme  and  vio- 
"  lent  Pains  he  had  occafion'd  her.  I  opened 
"  her  Body,  when  dead,  after  the  C<efarean 

•  Manner,  which  I  had  refus'd  to  do,  when 
"  living  j  I  found  her  Child,  and  every 
"  Thing  elfe,  well-difpos'd.  Her  Womb 
"  torn  and  bor'd  in  feveral  Places,  with  the 
c<  Inftrument  which  this  Man-midwife  had 
"  blindly  made  ufe  of,  without  the  Guidance 

c  of  his  Hand,  which  being  as  large  again  as 
"  mine,  he  could  not,  in  all  likelihood  ad- 

c  vance  far  enough  to  preferve  her.    Howe- 

c  ver,  this  Man-midwife  was  come  from  Lon- 
"  don  to  Paris,  about  fix  Months  before,  in 
"  Hopes  of  increafing  his  Fortune  \  and  had 
€t  aflerted  that  he  had  a  particular  Secret  for 
a  fuch  kind  of  Labours,  and  could  lay  the 
"  hardeft,  and  moft  difficult,  in  lefs  than  Half 
"  a  Quarter  of  an  Hour.  He  had  even  pro- 
"  pos'd  to  the  Ring's  Phyfician,  that  he  would 
"  difcover  to  him  this  pretended  Secret,  upon 
"  a  Reward  of  ten  thoufand  Crowns ;  but  this 
"  unhappy  Labour  gave  him  fuch  a  Difguft 
<c  to  our  Country,  that  he  returned  to  England 
"  a  few  Days  afterwards,  being  convinced  that 
<c  there  v/ere  Men  at  Paris  better  UtilPd  than 
"  himfelf.  But  before  he  fet  out  for  London, 
**  he  paid  me  a  Vifit,  in  order  to  complimept 

"  me 
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#  me  on  the  Book  of  Midwifry,  I  had 
"  liih'd  fome  Time  before ;  and  aiTur'd  me,  he 
"  had  never  found  any  Operation  fo  difficult, 
u  as  that  Woman's,  which  he  could  not  ae- 
"  complifh,  commending  me  for  not  undertak- 
"  ing  it  fo  abruptly,  as  he  had  done.  I  re- 
w  ceiv'd  his  Compliment  as  it  deferv'd,  and 
"  only  anfwer'd  him  with  a  Smile,  that  he  was 
"  much  miftaken,  if  he  thought  our  Women 
"  at  Paris  gave  us  Children  as  eafily  as  the 
"  Ladies  could  at  London.  He  fet  out  the  next 
"  Day,  carrying  with  him  one  of  my  Books, 
"  which  he  translated  into  Englifh^  and  printed 
"  it  in  the  Year  1672,  whereby  he  acquir'd 
"  fuch  a  Fame  in  the  Art  of  Deliveries  at  Lon- 
"  don,  that  he  has  got  an  Eftate,  as  I  have 
"  been  inform'd  by  fome  of  his  Acquaintance. 
"  _If  he  ihould  read  this -Report,  and  is  but 
"  as  fincere  as  I  am,  he  muft  confefs,  That  I 
have  relate^  it  with  all  the  religious  Strift- 
nefs  that  Truth  can  require,  or  is  capable  of, 
he  cannot  but  well  remember  it." 


cc 


"  The  extraordinary  Difficulty  that  hapned 
in  this  Labour,  was  the  Occafion  of  my  in- 
'  venting  an  Inftrument,  which  I  call  a  Tire 
"  Tete,  whofe  Ufe  is  far  more  convenient,  and 
"  fafer  than  Hooks.  If  \  had  then  h^d  fuch 
"  an  Inftrument,  I'm  perfwaded  that  with  the 
"  Help  of  it  I  Ihould  have  fav'd  her  Life." 

"  In  the  Year  1697,  Fryar  James,  a  Fran- 
P  cifcan,  made  a  yet  greater  Noife  at  Paris, 
a  with  Pretenfions  to  an  eafier  and  better  Way 
£*  of  Cutting  than  before  invented.  And  Monr 

"  fieur 


ft  fieur  Meryy  Anatomift  to  the  Royal  Acade- 
"  my  of  Sciences,  in  his  Obfervations  on  this 
"  Fryar's  Manner  of  Cutting,  printed  at  Paris 
"  1700,"  has  diftindHy,  and  accurately  defcribed 
a  the  Inconveniercies  and  Dangers  of  his  Ope- 
a  ration.  —  As  this  particularly  relates  to  Sur- 
*  geons,  I  refer  them  to  that  Book,  and  lhall 
"  here  only  obferve  what  Monfieur  Mery  fays 
<c  in  Page  74.  That  Fryar  James  being  al- 
"  low'd  to  cut  in  both  the  Hofpitals,  vf: .  the 
"  Hotel  DitUy  and  La  Charity  thirteen  only 
"  were  fav'd  out  of  Sixty,  and  of  thefe  Thir- 
tc  teen,  few  (if  any)  were  perfectly  cur'd,  be- 
"  ing  troubl'd  with  an  Incontinency  of  Urine, 
"  through  an  incurable  Fiftula.  Whereas  out 
"  of  Twenty  Two  cut  by  the  Surgeons  of 
"  thefe  two  Hofpitals,  that  Seafon,  there  died 
ic  but  three,  and  thofe,  of  an  ill-habit  of  Body ; 
a  fo  that  Nineteen,  out  of  Twenty  Two,  were 
"  perfectly  and  compleatly  cur'd." 

Monfieur  Mery  differed  moft  of  their  dead 
Bodies,  who  had  been  cut  by  Fryar  Jamts,  in 
the  Prefence  of  many  eminent  Phyficians  and 
Surgeons  of  Paris ',  and  as  he  was  one  of  the 
moft  accurate  Anatomifts,  and  beft  prafticai 
Surgeons  of  the  Age,  he  clearly  demonftrated, 
that  by  this  Man's  Way  of  Cutting,  an  Incon- 
tinency of  Urine,  and  an  incurable  fiftulous  Ul- 
cer, were  the  inevitable  Effects  of  the  Opera- 
tion ;  and  fo  the  Truth  coming  to  be  known, 
he  was  prohibited  any  further  Cutting  in  thofe 

two  Hofpitals. The  fame  Writer  adds,  That 

the  Fryar  ought  in  Confcience  to  lay  afide  that 
Operation  j  and  admonifhes  him  to  conficfer, 

how 


how  he  will  anfwer  to  God  and  Man,  for  the 
Death  and  fatal  Accidents,  which  had  been  fo 
often  occafion'd  by  it. 

In  fine,  fays  he,  "  As  far  as  I  can  know  the 
"  Bottom  of  my  own  Heart,  neither  Envy,  nor 
"  Defire  of  rendring  my  felf  coniiderable,  have 
4  any  Share  in  my  Account  of  him ;  and  the 
"  fame  Motive  that  ingag'd  me  to  teftify  my 
^  Relu&ance,  at  his  being,  allow'd  to  cut  in 
"  the  Hotel  Dieu,  has  alfo  urg'd  me  to  expofe 
*'  the  Inconveniencies  of  his  Operation,  that  I 
"  might  prevent  the  Publick  irom  fuffering ; 
"  and  having  thereby  difcharg'd  my  Duty,  I 
"  pray  God  to  infpire  thofe,  who  have  his  Au- 
"  thority  in  their  Hands,  with  a  Will  to  put  a 
"  Stop  to  the  Courfe  of  thefe  fatal  Accidents." 

Monfieur  Nod,  a  famous  Surgeon  at  Orleans, 
writing  to  Monfieur  Mery,  an  Account  of  v/hat 
Fryar  James  had  done  in  that  City,  fays,  That 
he  perform'd  many  Operations  on  ruptur'd  Peo- 
ple ;  that  he  caftrated  where  there  was  no  Ne- 
ceflity,  even  all  the  Children  that  were  brought 
to  him ;  though  its  well  known,  that  -by  a  good 
Trufs,  Children  are  eafily  cur'd,  and  that  Ca- 
ftration  v/as  always  condemned,  except  in  Ca- 
fes of  abfolute  Neceffity. 

Monfieur  SavoiarJ,  one  of  the  Surgeons  of 
the  Hotel  Dieu^  who  had  been  Eye-Witnefs  to 
the  Fryar's  Operations  there,  and  conftantly  at- 
tended Monfieur  Mry,  when  he  differed  the 
other  Sacrifices,  tells  us  in  his  Chirurgical  Ope- 
rations, "  That  this  Fryar  had  pafs'd  for  a 

marvellous 


"  marvellous  Litbrtomift,   in  Spite  of  all  the 
•  Mifchiefs  v/hich  attended  his  Way  of  Cut- 
a  ting,  and  affigns  the  following  Reafons." 


"  i  ft,  He  cut  in  a  way  that  was  different  from 

cc  the  Surgeons.     2$ly,  His  very  great  Bold- 

c  nefs  in  Working,  and  Affurance  in  Boafting 

c  the  Succefs  of  his  Exploits,     jly,  His  feem- 

ft  ing  Difmtereftednefs.     4ly,  His  wearing  the 

"  Monks  Habit,  and  appearing  Devout,     jly, 

""  His  pretending  what  he  knew  in  Surgery,  to 

"  le  by  Divine  Infpiration  ;    fo  that  having 

c  laid  out  nothing  for  his  own  Inftruftion,  he 

"  wculc!  'each  others  Gratis" 

"  "*  Irft  he  came  to  Paris  ^  he  vainly 

L  bcc,.  ••...      rL/  he  'could  cut  without  Pain, 

"  and  that  '  his  Patients  in  lefs  Time 

"  than  any  body  eite,  and  v/ithout  fear  of  a 

-  Fiftula,   or  any  other  Accident,  all  which 

"  was  discovered  to  1  e  falfe  j  for  they  were  put 

c  to  a  great  deal  of  Torment,  and  an  Inconti- 

u  nency  of  Urine,  and  an  incurable  Fiiiula, 

"  were  the  conftant  Effefts  of  his  Operation  ;  fo 

"  that  the  Fryar's  Boafting  was  pure  Gafco- 

<c  nade  j  and  though  idolatrous  of  his  evil  Me- 

"  thod,  intrepid  in  his  Ignorance,  obftinate  in 

"  his  Operations,  and  prefumptuous  to  Excefs, 

cc  he  will  never  be  other  than  a  rambling  and 

tt  unfkilful  Quack." 

Monfieur  Dionis^  a  fworn  Surgeon  at  Paris, 
well  known  for  his  great  Skill  in  that  particu- 
lar Way,  and  by  the  Works  wherewith  he  has 
oblig'd  the  World,  informs  us.  That,  "  Ofthefe 

"  the 
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tt  the  Fryar  had  cut  in  the  Charity  HofpitaJ? 

a  feven  died  in  one  Day. Monfieur  Mdrefi 

"  cbal,  firft  Surgeon  of  the  Charity  Hofpitaf, 

"  cut  Monfieur  Fagon,  and  fav'd  his  Lite. 

"  The  Fryar  James  cut  the  Marejcbal  de  Lorge^ 

"  and  kill'd  him,  which  fbews  us  the  great 

"  Difference  between  a  Quack,  and  a  good 

"  Surgeon.  —  But  the  Fryar  loft  his  Reputa- 

"  tion :    And  thofe  who  had  boafted  loudeit 

"  of  his  Art,    were  now  difgrac'd   into  Si- 

"  lence.— — Infhort,  this  Story  of  Fryar  James, 

"  may  teach  us,   not  to  applaud  what  feems 

"  new,  with  fo  much  Vehemence  and  Ralh- 

"  nefs.     We  ought  to  receive  cautiouily,  thofe 

"  Remedies  which  are  offered  in  Surgery  and 

"  Phyfick,  by  thofe  who  boaft  of  more  Abi- 

<c  lity  than  others,  till  they  are  pra&is'd  by  thofe 

«  who  are  flulful." 

It  is  well  obferv'd  by  the  fame  Dionis,  "  That 

u  we  are  not  to  look  upon  Ruptures  as  new 

c  Difeafes,  having  been  perfectly  well  known 

c  to  the  Surgeons  of  former  Ages,    notwith- 

"  ftanding  oif  the  Referve  with  which   fuch 

a  People  were  us'd  to  conceal  them.     But  fince 

"  Truifes  and  other  Helps  were  found  out,  to 

"  ftrengthen  relaxed  Fibres ;  and  efpecially  fince 

"  Prior  Calriere  came  from  La-ague  doc  to  Court, 

c  with  a  Secret  for  the  Cure  of  Ruptures  ; 

"  People  have  not  been  fo  fcrupulous  to  fhew 

"  them,  in  Hopes  of  pofieiTing  the  Benefit  of 

"  this  Remedy." 

He  was  introduc'd  in  the  Year  1680,  to  the 
King-,  to  whom   he  reveaPd  his  Secret,  pray- 
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ing  His  Majefty  would  not  difcover  it,  till 
alter  his  Death ;  and  though  it  be  fully  and  di- 
ftinftly  defcrib'd  in  Monfieur  Dienis's  Operati- 
ons, yet  for  the  Sake  of  thofe,  who  have  not  his 
Book,  I  fhall  fet  it  down  in  a  few  Words,  as 
it  was  publiih'd  by  his  Majefty,  after  the  Death 
of  the  rrion 

The  Reftified  Spirit  of  Salt,  was  the  Reme^ 
dy  y  From  two  to  fix  Years  of  Age,  four  Drops, 
in  two  Spoonfuls  of  Red-wine ;  from  fix  to  ten 
Years  of  Age,  two  Scruples,  in  a  Quart  of 

Red-wine,  two  Ounces  every  Morning. • 

From  ten  to  fourteen  Years,  two  Drachms,  in  a 
Quart  of  Red-wine ;  from  Seventeen  to  any  Age, 
five  Drachms,  in  a  Quart  of  Red-wine. , 

The  Prior's  Plaifter  for  Ruptures  was, 
Recipe  Muftic,  half  an  Ounce;  Ladan.  three 
Drachms ;  Nuc.  Cyprefs,  N°.  3.  Hypoc'i/iis,  one 
Drachm ;  fferrif  Sig.  one  Drachm ;  Pic.  Nav. 
three  Ounces ;  Vereb.  Vcn.  one  Ounce. 
Rad.  Confol  Maj.  half  an  Ounce,  M.  F.  E. 

The  Part  being  firft  ihav'd-,  the  Plaifter  was 
apply'd  with  a  fit  Trufs.  The  Remedy  to  be 
taken  Fafting ;  nor  was  the  Patient  to  eat,  or 
drink,  for  four  Hours  after;  nor  to  ride  on 
Horfeback,  or  in  Coach,  to  ufe  no  Violence, 
to  do  nothing  to  Excefs.  The  Trufs  was  or- 
der'd  to  be  kept  conftantly  on,  for  three  Months, 
from  the  firft  Day  of  applying  the  Remedy. 


What 


What  a  Mountain  was  this.  Molehill  fwelPd 
to  ?  By  the  San&ion  which  it  feem'd  to  borrow 
from  the  Diftin&ion  of  a  Royal  Notice  I 

It  is  worth  the  Curiofity  of  any  Perfon,  v/ho 
wou'd  feriouily  reflect  on  the  pernicious  and 
prodigious  Influence  of  bold  Impoftors,  when 
grown  popular,  and  reverenc'd  by  the  Multi- 
tude, to  look  into  the  little  Hiftcry  of  James 
a  Paifant  of  St.  Veran  in  Dauphine. 


"  Never  did  any  thing  make  more  Noife 

"  than  the  divining  Wand  of  this  poor  Paifant^ 

"  of  which  amazing  Difcoveries  were  report-* 

"  ed  ;  yet  was  the  Glory  but  ftiort-liv'd,  as  it 

c  fares  often  with  the  moft  of  thefe  Cheats  j  for 

4  the  Prince  of  Condis  extraordinary  Abilities, 

"  foon  pull'd  down  the  Trophies  which  had 

£  been  fet  up  by  the  credulous  Vulgar  ;  and 

"  the  baffled  Prefumer,  being  dete&ed  upon  o- 

4  pen  Trials,  in  the  Palace  of  that  difcerning 

:  Prince,  the  World  was  inform'd  of  the  Cheat, 

"  and  undeceived  by  His  Highnefs's  Order." 

"  This  Wonder-working  Aymar,  even  con- 
4  fefs'd  to  the  Prince,  that  he  knev/  nothing  of 
c  what  had  been  attributed  to  him  ;  and  that 
c  all  he  had  hitherto  done,  was  but  with  View 
u'  to  gain  a  Livelihood  :  The  Franknefs  of 
c  which  Confeffion,  procur'd  him  a  Gratuity 
*  of  Thirty  Low  d'ors,  to  expedite  a  Retreat, 
c  which  was  now  become  neceffary  j  left  de- 
:  fended  no  longer  by  the  Prote&ion  the  Prince 
c  had  afforded  him?  his  Efcape  fhould  be  pre- 

w  vented 


"  vented,  by  the  People  whom  he  had  fo  «o-~ 
"  fly  injur'd." 

"  Leibnitz  tells  us,  That  when  Aymar  was 
"  difcover'd,  the  Dutchefs  of  Hanover  (who 
"  was  Sifter-in-Law  to  the  Prince  of  Condt) 
"  declar'd  it  as  her  Opinion,  that  it  was  better 

c  to  expofe  publickly  the  Falihood  of  thofe 
"  Things,  than  to  fmother  them  with  the  tri- 
u  fling  Intention  of  encouraging  the  accepted 
"  Belief  of  the  divining  Wand,  in  order  to 
"  frighten  ignorant  Pilferers,  into  Reftitution 

4  of  the  Goods  they  had  ftolen,  tho'  fhe  had 

:  been  prefent  when  James  Aymar  confeft  the 
"  Fa6t,  and  alk'd  Pardon  for  it,  excufing  him- 

c  felf  by  this  pleafant  Argument,  That  his  own 
"  Impudence  had  contributed  lefs  to  his  Fame 
"  ana  Fortune,  than  the  Credulity  of  others." 

AT.  B.  "  It's  remarkable,  that  he  impos'd 
"  on  them  the  more  eafily,  by  his  fimple  and 
"  ruftick  Air,  and  fpeaking  the  Gibberifh  of 
u  his  Country." 

"  Upon  all  which,  Mr.  Leibnitz  obferves, 
<c  That  if  the  Prince  of  Conde  had  not  difco- 
<c  vered  this  Impofture,  no  Arguments  could 
u  ever  have  prevail'd  to  this  very  Day,  v/ith 
"  thefe  credulous  People.  It's  -to  be  fear'd, 
u  that  James  Aymar  and  his  Tricks  will  hardly 
•  be  foon  forgotten,  and  that  People  will  be 
"  difpos'd  to  fee  the  fame  Comedy  over  again, 
"  if  fome  new  Aclor  a  few  Years  hence  ihou'd 
"  have  Impudence  enough  to  revive  it," 

a  Sorlure 


"  Sorlhre  writes  of  one  Borri,  an  //*'/ 
"  Chymift,  but  as  accomplifh'd  a  Quack,  as  if 
"  he  had  been  born  among  believing  /??•; 
"  who  made,  it  feems,  a  prodigious  Nolle  at 
"  Amlfardam$  where  People  flock'd  as  to  an 
"  univerfal  Phyfieian.  He  appear'd  in  a  lUne- 
"  ly  Equipage,  and  took  upon  him  the  Title 
"  of  Excellency.  They  talk'd  of  marrying  him 
"  to  the  -greateit,  Fortunes,-  &c.  but  his  Repu- 
"  tation  funk  at  once,  either  becatife  his-Mira- 
"  cles  found  no  Faith,  or  his  Faith  could  work 
"  no  Miracles  ;  fo  he  broke  without  warning, 
"  and  fled  one  Night  from  ]fitinflerdaw,  with' 
"  many  Jewels,  and  large  Sums,  that  he  had 
"  pilfer'd." 

"  You  have  a  Mind,  fays  Sorliitrej  to  know'' 

<c  how  this  very  Cavalier  Borri,  became  fo  c^- 

f  lebrated  at  Paris ^  that  foine  Peribns  of  Qua- 

"  lity  caus'd  themfelves  to  be  carried  to  H':t- 

c  land  in  Litters,  that  they  might  be  cur'd  by 

"  that  Quack ;  and  that  feveral  ingenious  Fer- 

a  fons  went  thither  on  no  other  Account,  tiiari 

"  to  fee  fo  great  a  Marj. To  this  I  can  only 

"  anfwer,  that  it's  as  trtie  now,  as  it  was 
c  merly,  that,  Homo  eft  annual  crcJulihi!. 
4  mtodaX'i  Man  is  a  cfeckd'ous  and  lying  ./ , 

u  mal. They  who  coiYd  ib  ealilv  bei 

"  the  Stories  that  were  told  of  theie  Wo: 
'  of  Miracles,  fuch  as  Born,  before  the  \VVnic! 
"  v/as  undeceiv'd  in  his  Gharacler,  did  roi 
"  fail,  without  doubt,  in  their  Infancy,  to  lj 
fr*  lien  attentively  to  their  Kurfes   initrir, '-. 

e         "i 
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"  Narrations,  which  denote  an  honeft  Nature^. 
"  and  a  Wit,  that  is  duftile  and  pliable!" 

"  1  could  make  certain  proper  Reflexions  up-- 
*4  on  this.  —  I  have  known  People  after  laugh* 
"  ing  at  Phyficians,  on  a  fudden  give  entire 
"  Credit  to  the  Promifes  of  a  Quack,  and  fuf- 
"  fer  thcmfelves  to  be  bubbl'd  by  his  new  Me- 
"  thod  of  felling  the  worft  of  thofe  Wares  they 
u  had  fo  fmartly  under-valued. —  He  whom  I 
"  am  (peaking  of,  and  going  to  defcribe,  is  a  tall 
:  black  young  Man^  &<:.  Hves  high,  in  a 
"  Houfe  of  i  J,cco  Crowns,  bought  in  a  good 
u  Place,  5  or  6  Footmen.  His  Drefs  after  the 
"  French  Fafhion;  gives  Collations  to  the  La- 
"  dies;  once  refused  five  or  fix  Dollars;  gave  it 
"  to  the  Poor  in  a  proper  Time ;  and  by  Help 
*  of  fuch  like  Arts,  made  fome  eredulous  Per- 
"  fons  report,  that  h«  gave  Handfuls  of  Dia-- 
"  monds,  that  he  had  ibund  the  Philofopher's 
"  Stone,  and  had  a  Remedy  for  all  Difeafes." 

>u  The  Truth  of  it  is,  Seignior  Born  had 
"  Cunning  enough  to  prevail  with  fome  Prin- 
u  ces,  to  fupply  him  v/ith  Money,  in  Hopes 
"  by  his  Art  to  attain  the  Philofopher's  Stone, 
tt  which  he  v/as  upon  the  Point  of  finding  out. 
"  He  had  fome  Skill  in  Chimiftry,  and  a  few 
'"  Purgative  or  Stomaehical  Remedies,  that 
*'  are  commonly  very  general.  By  this  Lure 
**  he  has  infmuated  himfelt  into  their  Regard, 
fc"  whom  he  ftood  in  need  of;  and  Merchant, 
*  as  well  as  Princes,  have  fall'n  into  his  Trap.- 

"  He  made  a  Promife  of  2co,cco  Livres 

64  to  one  who  had  fu-pply'd  his  Expences. '  At 
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<c  Amfittdam  he  maintain'd  himfelf  for  fome 
"  'time  by  the  Purfe  of  an  old  Burgomafter, 
"  whom  he  kept  up  with  his  Cordial  Waters, 
"  till  every  body  difeovered  his  Knaviih  Tricks^ 
"  and  laugh'd  at  his  pretended  Skill,  or  rather, 
"  till  he  fainted  himfelf,  under  a  Decay  of  Re- 
'  putation,  and  found  his  Lofs  of  Credit  an 
w  incurable  Diftemper." 

"  As  for  his  Medicines,  People  are  no  bet* 
"  ter  for  them,  where  he  is,  than  they  are  in 
"  this  City,  for  the  Remedies  of  another  Quack, 
"  who  has  almoft  as  great  a  Reputation  in  the 
"  Country  of  Liege  ^  and  in  Holland^  as  Borri 
"  has  in  Paris." 

,    u  Could  we  difcover  the  Myftery  of  thofe, 

"  who  fet  up  for  extraordinary  Cures,   we 

c  fhould  find  that  there's  generally  a  Combi- 

c  nation  of  People  concern'd  in  it,  as  Joint- 

"  Sharers.     The  Quack  afferts  his  Talent',  and 

"  his  Zanies  invent  Proofs  to  eiiablifn  the  Be- 

c  lief  of  it.     But  fome  Cheats  have  no  need  of 

c  Emiffaries,  the  Credulity  of  the  Publick  fwells 

4  and  buoys  up  the  Impofture.    It's  not  long, 

"  fince  there  travell'd  through  the  Towns  of 

fc  Holland^  a  Sort  of  Germans^  v/ho  preteivied 

c  to  Cure  v/ithout  Remedies ;   our  Patients, 

c  faid  they,  need  but  fend  us  their  Urine. 

The  Succefs  of  thefe  Men,  was  the  Subje.61 

c  of  the  common  Talk,  till  every  body  contri- 

c  buted  fome  new  Circumftaiice.  to  their  Won- 

c  ders.  —  Their  "Lodgings  were  like  the  Pool 

"  of  BttbsfJa,  full  oi^,   and  furrounded  with, 

<4  tlie  Infirm  \  and  the  Faithful  convince  my- 

C  2  **  fell; 
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*4  felf,  that  they  'who  fpoke  loudeft  for  thoft 
u  Quacks,  were  moft  Partakers  of  their  Profit  : 
44  Some  pleafed  'emfelves  to  recommend  the 
"  Thing,  becaufe  it  looked  like  a  Prodigy,  o- 
44  thers  by  crying  up  this,  indulgM  their  Spleen 
44  againft  common  Medicines,  with  which  they 
were  out  of  Humour,  becaufe  they  had  try'd 
them  unprofitably.  -  But  the  Cheat  did  not 
c  laft  long,  a  Month  or  two  put  all  Things 
44  right.  This  Chimera  was  refuted,  and  lo, 
44  many  People  were  undeceiv'd.  Their  Ajj- 
44  plaufe  was  chang'd  into  Contempt,  and  Mr. 
i  Luneu,  a  very  ingenious  Phyfician  of  Rot- 
44  terdam,  publiih'd  a  Treatife  in  Dutch,  and 
14  French,  to  expofe  the  Vanity,  and  Ridicu- 
44  loufnefs  of  this  Praftice,"  See  Hiftory  of  the 
Works  of  the  Learned,  by  Mr.  Bafnage.  May 
1697,  p.  408.  And  the  Pans  Journal,  Janu- 
ary 13  ,  16987  p.  30.  Dutch  Edition. 

Methinks,  therefore,  it  were  no  unreafona- 
ble  Wim,  that  all  Secrets  fhould  be  laid  before 
thofe  who  are  Mafters  in  the  Art,  until  their 
life  has  been  approv'd,  upon  repeated  Trials 
iairly  circumftanc'd.  -  It  was,  in  my  Opi- 
nion, an  admirable  Piece  of  Juftice,  which  was 
executed  upon  that  profligate  Jew,  an  Impo-- 
itor  and  Quack,  mention'd  by  the  Learn'd  Fo~ 
re/ins',  y/ho  by  pretending  to  cure  Ruptures, 
Ulcers  in  the  Reins,  &c.  brought  feveral  of  his 
deluded  Patients  to  a  lingering  Death,  by  the 
moft  excruciating  Pains,  that  Human  Nature 
was  capable  of  Suffering  :  In  return  for  which, 
his  ov/n  Body  v/as  expofed  naked,  both  at  Ley- 


and  Machlin^  to  the  Lafhes  of  the  common 
Hangman. 

If  every  one,  who  afted  like  this  Jew^  was 
alfo  to  fuifer  like  him,  Impoitors  wouid  fhort- 
Iy  be  as  rare,  as  they  are  now  frequent  a- 
rnong  us. 

On  the  other  Hand,  where  an  ignorant  Per- 
fon  comes  Honeltly  by  a  Seer  el  y  the  Publick  Ufe 
of  which,  wou'd  turn  to  the  Emolument  of 
Mankind,  he  ought  to  meet  with  Encourage- 
ment, as  tfabor  did,  who  was  Knighted  by 
King  Charles  the  Second,  for  the  Peruvian,  call- 
ed the  JV/w^'s-Bark,  of  whom,  and  his  Reme- 
dy, particular  Accounts  have  been  publifh'd  in 
the  Transitions  of  the  Royal-Society  with  you ; 
and  in  Du  Blegrifs  Zodiacits  Medico  Gallicus^ 
for  ,the  Month  of  Auguft,  1680. 

Thus,  Sir,  in  the, Cafe  before  us,  there  feems 
to  be  no  Medium;  thofe Gentlemen,  whom  I 
n^m'd  jn  the. Beginning  of  this  Letter,  mult 
either  deferve  our  Admiration,  or  our  Contempt. 
— — If  they  can  cure,  as  they  fay,  no  Prailes 
are  too  extravagant  for  their  Merit.  All  Phyfi- 
cians,  all  Surgeons,  ought  to  extol,  and  re- 
commend them,  to  theij  Patients  Confidence, 
and  ample  Rev/ar^, 

But  if  their  Prqtenfions  are  groundlefs ;  if 
they  have  ftoll'n  a  few  Recipes  from  Authors, 

and  wou'd  infmuate  them  to  be  New. 

Their  Cheat  ihou'd  be  expos'd,  for  the  com- 
mon Good,  and  their  Perfons  to  the  Contempt 

C  3  and 


and  Ridicule  of  all  Pra&itioners :  No  Ufage 
can  be  bad  enough  for  fuch  Secret-mongers,  and 
filly  Pretenders. 

It  is  therefore  worth  our  ferious  Examina- 
tion, whether  they  have,  or  but  pretend  to  have, 
fo  ufeful  a  Secret.  And  v/e  cannot  be  too  wa- 
ry, before  we  pafs  Judgment,  where  the  A{> 
plaufe  muft  Rife  fo  confiderably,  or  the  Cen- 
fure  fall  fo  heavy. 

My  Sufpicion  of  their  Integrity,  is  increased 
by  Bowles's  refuting  to  meddle  with  any  in  our 
Hofpitals.  I  am  well  imform'd  too,  that  they 
give  the  Dofes  of  their  Powder  at  random  ;  as 
much  to  a  Child  of  Ten  Years,  as  to  a  Perfon 
of  Sixty.  They,  in  like  Manner,  rub  as  much 
of  their  Cauftick.  .Old  or  Young,  Lean  or 
Fat,  makes  no  Difference  in  their  Applications. 
They  trouble  not  their  Heads,  it  feems,  about 
the  Conftitiuions  of  their  Patients.  They  ufe 
no  Preparations,  treat  all  alike,  and  place  their 
whole  Confidence  in  their  Powder,  and  Cau- 
ftick. 

Now,  Let  the  Secrti  they  boaft  of,  be  as  va- 
luable as  they  reprefent  it ;  yet,  it  cannot  be  fo, 
in  thefe  Men's  Hands,  unlefs  they  truft  fome 
able  and  experienc'd  Surgeon,  to  join  with 
them,  in  the  Method  of  ufing  it,  with  regarcj 
to  the  Difference  of  Occafions ;  for  they  being 
ignorant  of  A.  atomy,  and  the  Animal  Oeco- 
nomy,  can  never  apply  it,  but  with  Chance 
of  feuccef%  and  in  fome  Cafes,  not  without  ex* 
treme  Danger. 

Bowks, 


who  would  tacitdy  infmuate,  that 
he  was  the  Inventer  of  this  Secret,  is,  I  am 
told,  a  poor  Ignoramus  of  a  Seft,  call'd  Qua- 
kers, as  if  he  would  have  it  confider'd  as  tb» 
Gift  of  Infpiration,  unlefs  perhaps  an  unlet- 
ter'd  Bowles  could,  like  the  learn'd  VanMnwnt, 
dream  himfclf  into  the  Difcovery  of  a  Speci- 
fick,  jor  the  Benefit  of  all  Mankind. 

But,  I  confefc,  I  have  no  great  Veneration, 
whether  for  the  Learn'd,  or  the  Unlearifd,  v/ho 
have  Wonders  of  this  Kind,  communicated  to 
them  in  Dreams  and  Vifions.  I  am  no  more 
for  Fanaticks  in  Phyfick,  than  in  Divinity,  -»— 
In  the  Communication  of  moft  Secrets  lifcf 
thefe,  the  Name  of  the  Original  Author  is 
made  a  Part  of  the  Conveyance :  But  Boixles 
refufes to  let  us  know  from  what  Fountain 
bis  was  deriv'd,  and  evading  a  direft  Anfv/er 
to  that  Queftion,  only  tells  us  of  a  mighty  Re- 
putation and  Profit,  which  the  Knowledge, 
of  but  one  Part  of  his  Secret,  has  brought  to  a 
certain  Perfon,  who  pra&ifes  it  with  you  at 
London,  and  who  is  faid  here,  to  have  ob- 
tain'd  no  lefs  a  Premium  for  it,  than  Five 
Thoufand  Pounds  Sterling,  beiides  a  Penfion 
of  500  /.  per  Annum,  and  the  Honour  of  Knight- 
hood, from  His  Majefty  of  Great  Britain. 

It  ought,  indeed,  to  be  a  Glorious  Secret, 
that  deferves  fuch  a  Reward  as  this.  And, 
it  is  as  Glorious  to  Give  fuch  Rewards,  where 

they  are  Merited : But,  methinks,  if  this  be 

true,  We  Phyficians  of  France,  ihould  be  Inr 
C  %  jurious 
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furious  to  our  Fellow  Subjefts,  not  to  covet 
the  Importation  of  it,  into  our  Kingdom  ;  and 
it  wou'd  be  a  wounding  Blow  upon  the  Pru- 
dence of  our  Surgeons,  ihould  they  difcounte- 
..nance  the  Practice  of  a  Secret,  in  our  Nation, 
which  has  been  fo  liberally  pay'd  for  in  Yours. 
Yet,  we  cannot,  on  the  other  Hand  with  Pru- 
dence, in  regard  to  our  felves,  or  with  Huma- 
nity, in  regard  to  our  Fellow  Subjects,  permit 
People,  who  have  had  no  regular  Education,  to 
jtry  new  Praftices  on  the  Bodies  of  our  Coun- 
trymen ;  unleis  we  have  Proofs,  as  well  as 
Affertions,  that  they  wofcld  not  be  try'd  in 
vain. 

«*  Now,  if  Thirty  Years  Experience,  which  is 
.  fcoafted  of  by  Mr.  Bwxlcs^  has  gain'd  him  the 
Reputation  he  pretends  to,  in  Great  Britain ; 
and  if  Sir  cf.  R.  confirms,  That  this  is  the 
very  Secret,  for  which  he  himfelf  has  Re- 
ceiv'd  ib  Royal  a -Reward;  We  will  forget, 
or  over-look,  their  Want  of  regular  Educa- 
tion, and  Supply  that  Defect,  by  allowing 
]Wejght  to,  their  Exft&tnct.  • 

But,  if  they  are  come  amongft  Us,  with 
falfe  and  frivolous.  Pretenfions,  the  Cheat  will 
never  be  tolerated,  and  its  Authors  will  go 
near  to  meet  with  the  Puniihment,  which  is 

due  to  their  Arrogance. -It  is  then.  Sir, 

The  Hpnour,  or  Infamy  of  France,  that  re- 
quires the  tfruth  of  this  Matter  to  be  mani- 
/tfted;  and  by  your  Anfwer,  We  fhall  be  a- 
ik  to  learn,  Whether  we  ought  to  treat  Mef- 

i  >  B- — :  jj  and  N ny  as.  defir^ble  Guefts, 

or 
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or  drive  them  back  as  bafe  Importers  ?  In  fine. 
Whether  one  of  your  Countrymen  has  deferv- 
ed  a  Statue,  for  a&ually  difcovering  this  Se- 
cret, or  Two  of  them  have  merited  a  Wbtp* 
pwg'Pofl)  for  boldly  ajjd  falfely  pretending  to 
it? 


THE 
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THE 
A   U  T   HO  R's 

ANSWER 

To  the  foregoing 

LETTER- 

SIR, 

compaflionate  Care  for  the 
Relief  of  Perfons  afflicted  with 
Ruptures,  fo  agreeably  apparent 
through  the  Whole  of  your  Epi- 
file,  worthy  as  it  is  of  Praife,  is 
yet  not  more  commendable,  than 
"your  Concern  ibr  the  Difcovery  of  Truth:  The 
former  claims  the  Thanks  of  all  unhappy  Suf- 
ferers in  that  Way,  and  the  latter,  the  Univer- 
fol  Applaufe  of  all  fmcere  and  good  Men. 

You 


y 
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You  eagerly  purfu'd  Knowledge  in  the  Heal- 
ing  'Art,  and  was  early  improv'd  by  Inftru* 
qtions  from  the  belt  of  Matters.  Your  uncom- 
mon* Application  to  the  Differing  Knife,  and 
particular  Scrutiny  into  the  State  of  thofe,  who 
died  Rifpti-r'dj  to  view  the  Caufe  of  their  In- 
curable Difeafes,  render  you  an  able  Judge  in 
this  Cafe ;  and  therefore.  I  v/ill  with  Chearful- 
fiefs  convey  you  my  Sentiments. 

That  Infants  \  are  very  liable  to  Ruptures, 
and  eafily  cur'd  by  a  well  adapted  Trufs  or 
Bandage,  is  a  Truth  I  need  not  here  infift  on, 
wh£n  I  addr£fs  my  felf  to  one  of  your  large 
Experience  and  Univerfal  Reading ;  who  know 
alfo,  that  it  were  Labour  loft,  'to  pretend  to 
cure  fuch  by  Medicines,  which  for  the  moft 
Part,  will  not  be  prevailed  on  to  take  beyond 
a  Syrup. — -I  have  found  too,  that  Children 
are  almoft.  as  eafily  cur'd  of  either  "Umbilical, 

Inquinal,  pr  .Scrotal  Rupture^ F°r  mY  ov/tt 

Part,  I  have  feldom  order'cl  any  Thing,  but 
a  proper  Bandage  or  Trufs^  which  with  the 
Nurfe's  Care,  and  keeping  them  tight  on,  over 
a  Bit  of  common  ad  Hcrniam  Plaifter,  was  ge~ 
nerally  Effe&ual.  The  many  Trufs-makers  iri 
this  populous  City,  and  all  who  deal  with 
Children's  Ruptures,  will  bear  Teftimony  to 
the  Truth  of  this  Obfervation. 

Perfons  of  a  more  advanc'd  Age,  may  be 
cur'd  by  a  regular  Diet  and  a  few  common 
Medicines,  which  are  mention'c!  by  all  Au- 
thors!, 


theirs,  and  pracbs'd  by  all  People,-  who  pretend 
to  deal  that  Way. 

Forefius  In  Scholia,  on  0$f.  16.  dc  Enter o- 

cde  Let bali,  p.  189. 

Tells  us,  That  fome  Ruptures  are  curable, 
fome  hard  to  be  cur'd,  and  that  fome  will 
admit  of  no  Cure.  That  a  Sarcocele,  if  large 
and  inveterate,  can  be  no  Way  cur'd,  but  by 

Caftration. Nor  does  a  Circocele,  or  van- 

cous  Rupture,  admit  of  a  Cure. A  Hernia, 

Omenti  is  hardly  to  be  cur'd  ',  for  the  Omcnlum, 
becaufe  of  its  Softnefs,  can  fcarce  be  found, 
and  yields  to  the  Impellent  if  reduced. 

A  Hydrocele  of  a  long  Handing,  where  the 
Matter  has  acquir'd  Acrimony,  and  the  Tefti- 
cles  are  affefted,  with  little  Urine,  reddifh,  or 
of  diverfe  Colours,  is  mortal  according  to  Ber- 
trutius. — -We  are  aifur'd  by  Gordonhts,  That 
all  Ruptures  are  eafily  cur'd  in  the  Beginning, 
efpecially  in  Children. 

A  Hernia  Intefttnalis,  of  a  long  finding, 
where  the  Lips  of  the  inner  Breach  are  hard- 
ned  fo,  as  to  refufe  Agglutination,  I  never, 
fays  he,  faw  one  cur'd  but  by  Surgery.  Et 
licet  mult  a  fromhiamits,  -pane  a  tamen  attend  wins. 
Ideo  nil  fuerint  Libia  'maurtfia  Q)  callofa,  non  poj- 
funt  amplius  vere  Uniri.  When  I  was  a  dili- 
gent Inquirer  into  thefe  Things,  I  never  could 
cure  a  very  large  Rupture  (unlefs  recent)  but 
fcy  Surgery.  I  'have  feen  many  periih  in  the 

Hands  of  the"  Q k  Reftorers. — — Let  m 

therefore 
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therefore  beware  of  falfe  Promifes,  fays  Gof* 

doriius. 

Awe  em  a,  remarks,  That  a  Rupture  in  ten* 
der  Years,  with  .a  well  fitted  Trufs,  Reft  in 
Bed,  and  a  proper  Diet,  is  much  more  eafily 
cur'd,  than  in  any  other  Age,  becaufe  being 
growing,  the  Parts  become  Stronger,  as  they 
grow  Older :  And  I  have  obferv'd,  that  the 
moft  Pan  of  weak  Children^  are  Ruptufdj 
but  recover  as  they  grow  more  vigorous  and 
healthy.. 

Many  are  the  Accidents  that  attend  fome 
Umbilical  Ruptures,  becaufe  the  fmaller  Inte* 
ftines  are  generally  concern'd ;  for  when  the 
lie  on  is  comprefs'd,  the  Diftribmion  of  the  Chyle 
is  intercepted,  Pain  and  Inflammation  excited ; 
hence  vomiting  of  the  Excrements,  HiCup,  and 
all  the  other  dreadful  Symptoms,  that  attend 
Death,  if  not  timely,  and  artfully  prevented. 

1  am  very  fenfible,  that  feveral  rare  and  ad- 
mirable  Cures  have  been  handed  down  to  Us 
by  Authors  of  undoubted  Reputation,  and  that 
from  Surgery  we  may  hope  for  a  happy  E^ 
vent,  if  taken  in  Time,  before  an  Inflamma- 
tion has  induc'd  a  Gangrene,  as  I  have  fre- 
quently feen  in  your  Hofphals,  ev'n  fuch  as 
were  pretty  far  advanced  in  Years,  reliev'd  from 
certain  Death,  by  the  Hands  of  your  dextrous 
Surgeons. 

To  enumerate  the  Cures  perform'd,  and  re- 
corded by  Authors,  would  be  fitter  for  a 


aipalt.  -  Scktnktus,  from  Holtiacli  has 
a  very  fingular  Cure  of  a  compleat  Rupture  in 
an  old  Man.  -  Pare  fa  Prieft,  who  was  cur*d 
by  the  Help  of  a  Trufs  alone,  is  a  molt  re- 
markable Inftance.  —  .So  is  Meeker  arts.  Obf. 
Cbir.  $%. 

But  notwithftanding  thefe,  and  all  that  out 
own  Experience  can  afford  us,  -we  muft  ac- 
knowledge the  Dangers,  and  infuperable  Dif- 
ficulties, that  attend  moft  Ruptures  ,  in  old  Age. 
Let  thefe  few  fuffice,  out  of  the  many  J  couid 
particularize. 


Dr.  Abel  Rofchts^  in  his  Letter  to 
tells  us  of  a  Senator  at  Cambray^  who  dy^d  of  an 
Iliack  Paflion,  occafion'd  by  a  Hernia  in  Scrcta, 
which  cou'd  by  no  Mean^  be  reduc'd  for  an 
Excrefcepce  in-  Mcaiu^  that  grew  in  the  PaP 
fage. 

fab.  ab  Aquap.  Operat.  Chir.  c.  j6. 
Sometimes  it  has  hapn'd  to  fall  out  fo  with 
me,  that  the  Tefticle,  v/hich,  to  outward  Ap- 
pearance, feem'd  found,  was  yet  within  quite 
putrid. 

Frederic.  Loffius,  Obf.  30.  Lib.  1. 
Gives  us  an  Inftance  of  a  Henna  VmliiicaliSy 
mortal,  for  one  of  the  Lobes  of  the  Lungs,  be- 
ing fall'n  out  of  the  Perhon^um^  and  grown  to 
it.  When  the  Body  was  opened,  not  fo  much 
as  the  leaft  Veftige  of  the  Omentwn^  was  found  ; 
the  Spleert  very  fmall,  the  Peritoneum 
brok'fl,-.  the  fmall  Intett&es  fell  into  the 
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licus,  ahd  there  fpacelated  one  of  the  Lobes  of 
the  Liver^  (for  it  was  ftrangely  divided  in 
two)  the  one  in  the  right  Hypochonder,  in  its 
proper  Place,  the  other  was  falPn  without  the 
Peritoneum,  and  fo  firmly  adher'd,  that  it 
could  fcarce  be  feparated  with  the  Knife ;  C<£- 
tera  Sana* 

HiUan,  Cent.  i.  O*/ 75. 
Tells  us  of  a  ftrong  Man,  who  had  a  com- 
plete Rupture  from  a  great  Weight.  That  the 
Symptoms  were  grievous,  and  that  in  feven 
Days  he  died.  That  when  he  differed  the 
bcrotum,  he  found  the  Omentum^  Tefticles  and 
neighbouring  Parts  corrupted  and  gangreen'd. 
He  takes  Notice,  That  when  the  Omntum  falls 
down  into  the  Scrotum,  it  oft'n  affects  the  Sto- 
mach, and  has  fuch  Influence  upon  it,  that 
it's  the  Caufe  of  Hicup,  and  other  dreadful 
Symptoms. 

Notwithstanding  the  Omcntum  does  not  ordi- 
narily weigh  above  a  Pound,  yet  he  ikw  an 
Qmentum  in  Scroto^  which  weighed  above  Five 
Pounds,  and  had  fo  drawn  down  the  Stomach, 
out  of  its  Place,  that  Hicups,  and  other  Symp- 
toms, haften'd  Death. 

The  more  I  inquire  into  the  Reafon  of  Rup- 
iures,  the  more  I  find  that  thofe  foft  Ones 
calPd  by  the  Vulgar,  Flelhy,  and  defervedly 
diftinguilh'd  from  varicous,  proceed  from  the 
falling  down  of  the  Omcntum^  and  its  increa- 
fing  there. 

Jcacbimut 
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Joaclimus  Camerarms. 

Tells  us>  in  his  Obfervations,  of  a  Gentle- 
man of  great  Note,  v/ho  was  troubl'd  with  a 
threefold  Rupture  ,  a  Hydrocele,  Sarcocele,  and 
Enterocele,  which  prov'd  mortal,  from  the  ln- 
teftines  putrified  in  Scroto  ;  and  that  thoueh  he 
was  a  little  reliev'd  after  it  was  cut,  and  the 
Water  let  out,  yet  on  the  fourth  Day,  a  Fever 
fucceeded,  and  put  an  End  to  his  Lite.  It 
weigh'd  Forty  Pounds. 

J.  D.  Horftius,  Obf.  Ami.  6. 
Gives  us  an  Account  of  a  Rupture  made 
up,  as  he  fays,  Ex  aqiwfa^  Carnofa^  &  Varicofa. 
The  oblong  Tumor,  ihew'd  it  to  be  watery, 
the  Tefticle  being  hid  to  both  Touch  and  Sight. 
The  Wound  might  occafion  its  Carnofity.  The 
Pain  fhew'd  it  was  varicous,  v/hich  was  ex- 
afperated  by  the  Diftention  of  the  Spermatick 
Veifels,  whence,  moft  intenfe  Tortures  attend- 
ed Ere&ion.  All  Things  were  us'd  in  vain, 
for  he  dy'd. 

Upon  opening,  Vafa  tfefticitlorum  variatm  mo- 
do  confifiibant  j  dextri  ^icft'iciili  fpongiofa  &  pit- 
trida,  tfunic*  quc  advert  a  trat,  in  3  extra  Stroti 
parte  caro  adipofa. 


Obf.  40. 

Tells  us,  of  a  Hydrocele  laid  open  in  vain, 
becaufe  the  Tefticle  was  corrupted. 
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Jac.  Thwart.  Anat.  2.  in  Cpnf,  24.  Lib.  z* 
Conf.  Ballonii. 

Mentions  one  Le  Charon,  who  died  of  a 
complete  Rupture,  in  whofe  Scrotum  the  Half 
of  his  Inteftines,  and  Mefentery  were  found, 
that  they  cou'd  not  be  reduc'd.  That  they 
were  nourifh'd  there,  and  perform'd  their  Offi- 
ces, as  in  their  Native  Places. 

Philip  Salmutb.  Cent.  I.  Obf.  n. 
That  a  Quack  pretended  to  cure  a  complete 
Rupture,  with  Gatapiafms  of  Goats-Dung,  un- 
fit for  it,  which  with  cutting  to  give  vent  for 
Matter,  where  there  was  none,  only  brought 
on  a  Fever,  and  put  an  End  to  the  Patient's 
Life.  Upon  opening,  the  Inteftines  with  Part 
of  the  Meferaicks,  were  found  putrified  in 
Scroto. 

Doin.  Sala. 

Says,  he  faw  the  Mefentery,  with  the  fmall 
Guts,  in  Scroto:  Which,  with  the  vaft  Bulk, 
fo  comprefs'd  the  Neck  of  the.  Bladder,  that  the 
Patient  dy'd  by  a  Suppreffion  of  Urine.  Bar- 
Mine  has  the  fame. 

Mag:  Bailly,  a  Surgeon  at  Geneva. 
In  diflefting  the  Body  of  Carolus  Ludowcus^ 
aged  Seventy,  who  had  been  troubled  with  a 
complete  Rupture  Twenty  Years,  found  the 
Procefs  of  the  Peritoneum  fo  diftended,  that 
when  the  Inteftines  and  Omentum  were  re- 
mov'd,  the  Mtalus*  or  Paflage  freely  admitted 
of  the  largeft  Hand,  and  that  the  Omentum  ad- 

her'd 


her'd  fo  tightly  to  the  Inteftines,  that  it  was 
impoflible  to  feparate  'em  without  Laceration, 
the  fcftes  no  bigger  than  Nutmegs. 

Celfus,  I  7.  c.  1  8. 

Says,  Aliquando  caro  quoque  inter  tunicas  in* 
crefcit^  wtfxoy-wAiif  gr&ci  vacant.  Which  Sarco- 
cele's  are  not  to  be  cur'd  by  Medicines,  but  by 
Excifion. 


y  Lib.  7.  c.  8. 
Dm  am  fac'it  Q>  cancer  of  am  a  medico  nullate- 
nus  traftandam. 

Bomcti'us,  Obf.  97. 

Non  fat'is  prouidi  rei  JEftimatores  mihi  <uiden« 
tur,  qui  confirmatam  «fx«xwAWr  ^/  medicamen* 
Its  dtfcujfiffe  ft,  wl  difcuti  fojfe  Evulgant,  quod 
nimium  occalleat  maffa  ilia  &  milk  flexibus  ncr* 
wo/is  iifque  folidis  contrakat  Inroiftam  durit'um. 

Mattljwlus  and  Scultetus^  both  fancied  they 
had  cur'd  a  Sarcocele  with  the  Pov/der  of 
Reftharrow-Roots,  but  they  were  miftaken,  it 
-having  been  only  a  Beginning  Hydrccele.  For- 
reftuS)  Sennertus,  and  other  Experienc'd  and 
Learn'd  Practical  Phyficians  take  Notice,  That 
when  the  Water  lies  deep,  feveral  have  been 
deceiv'd,  and  taken  'em  for  Sarcocele's. 

Giiger  in  bis  Kelegraffia. 

Mentions  many  Miftakes  have  been  made 

about    Ruptures,    efpecially   by    the    Cur/ore^ 

whom  we  call  Quacks,  often  to  the  Ruin  of 

thofe  who  v/ere  fo  unhappy  as  to  fall  into  their 
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hands.  -  Moreover  fays  he,  They  are  often 
deceiv'd  by  the  Touch,  while  the  Hardnefs  of 
fome  Hydrocele's  induces  'em  to  believe  it  to  be 
a  Sarcocek.  ••  A  certain  Butcher  loft  his  Life 
in  Munich,  by  fuch  a  Judgment.  He  dy'd 
Two  Hours  after  he  was  cut.  See  Cap.  3. 

Thofe,  who  ufe  Septicks,  rafhly  to  confume 
fuperfluous  Flefh,in  Sarcocelfs,  frequently  excite 
Symptoms^  Cane  pejus  &  angue  fugienda  carnofa 
moles. 

Van  Hamen. 

Who  lately  wrote  exprefly  a  Differtation  on 
Ruptures,  fpeaking  of  compleat  Hernia's,  fays, 
Compofitas  quas  fingularem  non  Exigere  curationis 
metlodum  infropatiilo  eft,  Sihntio  kfrvolwre  Sa- 
tins effet  quam  Ingcnn  Imbecillitate  dtfenere. 


Learned  Kkodim  from  Fallopius. 
Advifeth,   Si  aim  Hernia  aquofa  caro  circa 
-tefiicuhm  concreyerit^  operatic  pmculofa^   &  in 
cancrum  procl'wis  teftis  enim  corruptus  facile  in- 
ficit. 

Hildan  and  GriffoniuL 

Met  with  Hydrocele's,  with  Sarcoceles',  they 
did  not  at  firft  perceive,  which  foon  turn'd 
Cancerous  ;  fo  that  within  a  few  Days,  they 
departed  this  Life,  with  great  Torture  and 
Pain.  Vid.  Obf.  6;.  Cent.  4. 

I  fhall  conclude  this  Point,  with  the  Senti- 

.ments  of  the  Learn'd   Mercurialis  de   Mortis 

Puerorum,  L.  i.  c.  7.   who  was  throughly  ac- 

quainted with  what  the  Ancients,  and  Mo- 

derns, 
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derns,  both  could  do  in  Ruptures,  Morlus  ifls 
nullis  mehercle  in  adultioribus  cedit  medicamen- 
tis,  nullis  medicorum  fortwlis,  omnia  refpuit  pr<£- 
ter  manuum  operam.  Nam,  lit  habet  Hippocrates, 
Peritoneum  defciffum  in  duriordus  corporibus  non 
coallefcit,  i.  e.  Kuptures  in  fuch  as  are  advanc'd 
in  Years,  yield  to  no  Medicines,  elude  the 
Force  of  all  Forms  of  Phyfick,  and  nothing 
can  fubdue  them  but  Manual  Operation ;  for 
as  Hippocrates  has  it,  A  rent  Peritoneum  in 
hardn'd  Bodies,  can't  be  Join'd. 

If  thefe  Sentiments  of  dead  Authors,  fo  juft- 
ly  fam'd  while  Living,  for  their  real  Skill 
and  Knowledge  of  Ruptures,  &c.  want  Influ- 
ence to  induce  a  Belief  of  the  Truths  here  ad- 
vanc'd ',  let  the  Parts  prolaps'd,  tak'n  from  dead 
Bodies,  which,  while  Living,  were  tortur'd 
with  the  Effects  of  their  incurable  Ruptures, 
put  this  Affair  out  of  Doubt.  If  Seeing  be  the 
moft  forcible  Motive  for  Believing;  any  whofe 
Curiofity  may  incline  them  to  fuch  Sights,  may 
behold  them  in  the  Cabinet  of  that  ingenious, 
accurate  and  indefatigable  Anatomift  Dr.  James 
Douglafs,  whofe  own  fkillful  Hand,  having 
differed  them  for  the  Publick  Good,  he  will 
doubtlefs  be  willing  to  mew  them ;  and  I  hope 
will  fhortly  oblige  the  World  with  an  artful, 
and  diftinft  Anatomical  Account  of  his  valua- 
ble 'Colleaion. 

What  a  Melancholy  Profpeft  then,  does  the 

Cafe  of  fome  Ruptured  People  afford  a  Confci- 

entious  Phyfician,    whofe  whole   Defire  and 

Study  is  to  relieve  Pain,  comfort  the  afflicted, 

D  3  and 


(  ?*> 

and  cure  their  Difeafes,  when  he  fees  his  good 
Purpofes  ineffe&ual,  and  is  forc'd  to  own  it 
out  of  the  Power  of  his  Art. 

That  it  is  fo,  in  fome  Cafes,  is  too  certain; 
and  I'm  afraid,  will  even  remain  fo,  to  the 
End  of  Time,  from  the  very  Nature  of  Things ; 
it  being  impofiible  to  make  old  People  young 
again,  or  to  reftore  that  Life  and  Spring  to 
relax'd  and  decay'd  Fibres.  Though  I  muft 
confefs,  fome  Cafes  may  happen,  which  tho' 
feemingly  incurable,  yet  may  chance  to  be 
cur'd,  efpecially  if  from  a  found  Race,  and 
where  the  Conftitution  has  not  been  broken  5 
of  which  Authors  have  giv'n  us  Examples. 

Now  v/ere  any  of  Our  modeft  Undertakers 
confulted  in  fuch  like  Cafes,  nay  in  worfe  (if 
that  were  poffible)  they  wou'd  not  only  flight 
what  Men  of  fo  great  Experience  and  Judg- 
ment have  faid,  but  ev'n  Promife,  a  faff,  cer- 
tain, and  fpeedy  Cure,  in  Cafes  the  moft  evi- 
dently incurable.  It  is  all  one  to  'em,  who 
have  nothing  elfe  in  View,-  but  the  Tempta- 
tion of  Half  in  Hand,  according  to  the  old 
Mode  of  Quacking. 

To  propofe  a  Remedy  for  recovering  what 
has  been  pilfer'd  of  late,  by  this  Exa&ion  of 
Half  in  Hand,  wou'd  be  a  Talk  equally  diffi- 
cult with  theirs,  of  curing  incurable  Ruptures. 
But  if  any  Perfon  injur'd  that  Way,  has  a 

Mind  for  his  Money  again,  from  S 5T /, 

let  him  confult  one  Mr.  J j,  a  P », 

/*-*—  r,  at  R  ••  >r?  who  can  tell  'em  how 

they 
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they  may  (as  he  did)  come  by  it  when  they 
think  proper. 

However  bafe  and  unbecoming  fuch  little 
tr— ng  Ways  may  appear  to  the  prudent  and 
better  Part  of  Mankind,  they  amwer'd  fome 
Body's  Ends.  I  (hall  therefore  pafs  over  thefe, 
with  innumerable  others,  as  not  meriting  my 
Notice,  and  leave  'em  to  be  forgotten,  as  if 
they  had  never  been  perpetrated. 

You  was  pleas'd  to  acquaint  me.  That  Mr. 
Bowles,  now  with  you,  makes  a  mighty  Noife 
about  his  never  failing  Secret;  that  he  boafts 
himfelf  capable  to  cure  the  moft  defperate  of 
all  Ruptures*  and  that  he  never  faii'd  in  any 
one  Cafe  whatfoever;  which,  We  here,  call 
in  plain  EvgUfb,  working  Miracles :  To  which 
the  fincere  Art  of  Medicine  has  hitherto  (as 
far  as  I  can  learn)  modeftly  and  humbly  ac- 
knov/ledg'd  herfelf  a  Stranger.  And  that  eve- 
ry where  he  talks  loudly  of  a  certain  Perfon 
with  us,  who  has  been  diftinguiih'd  in  an  ex- 
traordinary Manner  with  Honours,  and  load- 
ed with  Riches.,  only  for  a  F^t  of  his  Secret. 

I  muft  own  to  you,  Sir,  That  the  Succefs 
which  attended  fome  of  his  Gan^  here,  in 
Point  of  Rewards  for  (Cures  faid  to  l  e  done, 
which  were  never  performed,  was  as  i  Credible 
as  it  was  aftonifhing,  and  carried  a  i  ,;e  Face 
of  Triumph  over  the  fhort-Reach,  or  over- 
Sight  of  the  whole  Healing  Faculty,  none  of 
whom  have  been  fo  happy  as  to  penetrate  into 
this  Myftery. •But  it  wou'd  be  good  News 
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to  the  World,  that  Pretenfions  fo  uncommon, 
cou'd  alledge  common  Truth  for  their  Foun- 
dation, and  fo  claim  common  Juftice  for  their 
Support. 

Your  long  Experience  gave  you  juft  Grounds 
to  fufpeft  the  Truth  of  their  Pretenfions,  and 
you  and  I  are  well  apprized,  That  various  and 
ftrange  Methods,  calm  Secrets,  have  been  im- 
pos'd  upon  the  World,  for  the  Cure  of  this 
Difeafe,  in  different  Ages,  and  in  different 
Countries,  which  when  reveaFd,  and  put  to 
the  Teft,  wou'd  not  anfwer  the  End ;  fo  only 
expos'd  their  bold  prefumptuous  Pretenders,  to 
that  Contempt  and  Ridicule  they  juftly  d$- 
ferv'd. 

Provided  this  Secret  fhou'd  prove  like  thofe, 
your  Defire  is  to  undeceive  the  Publick,  that 
People  may  no  longer  be  impos'd  on,  but  ref- 
cu'd  from  the  Hands  of  thofe,  who  wou'd  hurt 
them  in  the  two  tendereft  Points,  their  Health 
and  their  Fortune. 

Your  cautious  Deliberation,  before  you'll  ei- 
their  cenfure  or  approve,  ihews  both  an  upright 
and  publick  fpirited  Intention.  This  equal  and 
honeft  Method  of  inquiring  after  Truth,  fits 
you  for  an  Arbiter  of  the  Affair ;  and  fince 
you  have  been  pleas'd  to  fingle  me  out  on  fo 
important  an  Inquiry,  I  ftiall  endeavour  to  fet 
the  Whole  in  its  true  Light 

I  am  not  infenfible,  that  it  is  too  commonly 
the  Fate  of  the  Perfon,  who  endeavours  to  give 
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a  true  and  faithful  Account  of  any  Thing  ex- 
traordinary, to  'be  branded  with  the  odious 
Names  of  Defamer,  or  Libeller,  Qfc.  only  be- 
caufe  in  telling  the  Truth,  he's  oft'n  forc'd;  to 
relate  fome  Weaknefles ;  jf  —  ks  Crimes,  afnii 
other  Impertinencies,  v/hich  can't  well  bear  the 
Light.  But  as  thefe,  and  the  like,  are  condu- 
cive to  illuftrate  Truth,  and  in  fome  Meafure 
may  have  a  Tendency  to  wipe  off  Afperfions 
unjuftly  thrown  upon  a  Profeffion  (v/hofe  Ho- 
nour I  have  always  had  much  at  Heart)  by 
the  unwary  and  ignorant ;  I  am  the  lefs  foli- 
citous  whom  it  may  affeft,  feeing  it  was  to 
comply  with  your  juft  Requeft,  that  I  here  un- 
dertake to  place  the  Truth  of  this  Matter  in  a 
proper  JLight,  and  to  vindicate  the  Healing  An. 

Your  Goodness,  I  hope,  will  excufe  the  fol- 
lowing Narrative,  however  trifling,  Fa£ts  may 
feem,  feeing  it  is  juft  as  I  had  it  from 
Mr.  Bo-wh'fs  own  Mouth.  But  before  I  be- 
gin, I  am  to  Acquaint  you,  That  his  Name  is 
Richard  Bowles  ;  that  he  was  of  that  Seft  call'd 
Quaker  s^  and  from  Ireland.  That  it  may  be 
prefum'd  he  had  but  few  of  thefe  Indowments 
which  turn  Godlinefs  into  Gain,  .'mongft  his 
fandified  Fraternity.  That  feeing  he  couxl  not 
thrive  as  a  fpiritual  Q- — k,  he  wou'd  try  what 
he  cou'd  do  by  the  Dint  of  a  Receipt  in  Quack- 
ing, after  a  carnal  Manner,  much  in  ufe  now- 
a-days  'mongft  the  Sons  of  Men.  Thus  a.t 
once  he  was  equipt  with  a  Noftrum,  for  cuv-vi; 
Ruptures  of  all  Sorts,  which  he  faid.  he  pui- 
chas'd  from  one  Mr.  Straw  in  Irtlmd. 

The 
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The  Manner  of  Mr.  Starts  becoming  Ma- 
fter  of  this  Secret,  was  as  follows :  His  Father 
was  a  Merchant,  whofe  Dealings  call'd  him  in 
his  declining  Ag£  to  Legforn9  to  fettle  Af- 
fairs with  his  Gorrefpondents  there ;  where  com* 
plaining  of  a  Rupture,  which  had  formerly 
fceen  fomewhat  troublefome  to  him,  and  was 
now  more  fo  from  his  Fatigue  in  Bufmefs, 
one  of  his  Correspondents  recommended  to  him 
a  Quack,  a  German^  who  had  been  tampering 
with  a  Servant  of  his,  who  had  a  Rupture ; 
and  as  this  Stroler  pafs'd  for  a  Rupture  Do&jpr, 
he  got  a  Name  for  that,  among  the  Vulgar  and 
Illiterate.  When  this  Doftor  was  introduc'd 
to  the  Irifh  Merchant,  his  Poverty  furpnVd 
him  not  a  little  with  juft  Sufpicions  of  the  Ve^ 
racity  of  his  Pretenfions.  Hfe  mean  Behavi- 
our, and  vulgar  Afpeft  (fo  uncuftomary  a- 
mongft  regular  Phyficians;  confirm'd  him  in 
his  Diftruft,  and  difcourag'd  him  fo  far,  that 
he  declin'd  coming  under  fuch  Hands,  and  pre- 
tended that  he  had  not  Time  to  wait  the  Cure, 
fcecaufe  the  Ship  he  was  concern'd  in,  was  to 
(ail  in  a  few  Days. — —But  this  Man,  who 
had  tried  Leghorn  too  long,  to  entertain  any 
Profpeft  of  Succefs  in  that  City,  cou'd  neither 
live  there,  nor  had  the  Means  of  removing 
himfelf  to  fome  more  hopeful  Situation.  Loth 
therefore  to  lofe  fo  good  a  patient  as  the  Mer- 
chant, he  proposed  to  go  v/ith  him  into  Ire* 
land^  as  his  Do&or  in  Ordinary,  which  he 
glofs'd  over  with  the  Colour  of  his  undertak- 
ing it,  not  only  for  the  Benefit  of  the  Mer- 
chant's Health,  but  for  the  Increafe  of  his  own 
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Reputation,  as  being  infallible  in  Point  of  Sue- 
cefs.-—  -Pain  was  preffing  on  one  Side,  ancir 
fuch  fanguine  Proffers  of  Affiftance  being  made 
him  on  the  other,  it  is  not  to  be  wonder'd, 
that  Mr.  Shaw,  to  whom  Eafe  was  fo  defira- 
ble,  clos'd  a  Bargain  with  this  officious  Affi- 
ftant,  who  at  fo  cheap  a  Rate  would  take  a 
Voyage  for  the  Sake  of  a  fingle  Patient,  and 
ftake  the  Hopes  of  his  future  Fame  and  For- 
tune in  a  Foreign  Country,  upon  that  one  par- 
ticular Cafe/- — — In  fine,  it  was  agreed  be- 
tween 'em,  and  as  Mr.  Bowles  tells  the  Story 
from  the  Mouth  of  Mr.  Shaw  the  Son,  who 
made  the  beft  of  it,  when  he  was  about  to  fell 
him  the  Secret,  his  Father  found  fome  Eafe, 
before  he  arrived  in  Ireland.  But  inquiring 
ftri&ly  into  that  Matter,  I  have  learnt,  That 
Mr.  Straw  kept  his  Bed  during  the  whole  Time 
of  the  Voyage,  and  feeing  all  Authors  agree 
in  this,  That  Reft  is  the  true  Panacea  tier- 
manwi,  it  is  thence  indeed  very  probable,  that 
the  conftant  lying  on  his  Back,  might  have  fa- 
cilitated the  Reduftion  of  the  Inteftine,  which 
the  Q  —  k  no  doubt  retain'd  by  Means  of  his 
Flannel  Bandage.— —And  thus  far,  without 
any  great  Skill,  it  might  be  true,  That  old  Mr. 
Shaw  had  fome  Eafe,  as  his  Son  faid  in  his 
Voyage. 

How  long  this  poor  Man  liv'd  in  Ireland, 
Bowks  does  not  fay ;  but  he  allures  us,  That 
Mr.  Shaw's  Son,  from  whom  he  bought  this 
Arcanum,  had  it  from  him  before  .he  dy'i 
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We  owe,  I  prefume,  our  Knowledge  of  thefe 
mean  Circumitances,  relating  to  a  Secret  that 
now  makes  fp  much  Noife  in  the  World,  to 
Mr.  Shaw's  difdofing  them  as  a  Motive  to  in- 
duce Bowles  to  purchafe  it,  and  Bowks  conti- 
nuing to  relate  tnem,  that  he  might  make  good 
his  own  Title,  from  this  fo  celebrated  an  Ori- 
ginal. For  like  the  German,  he  v/as  Poor, 
mean  of  dfpeft,  and  as  Inelegant  and  rude  of 
Behavfour;  fo  that  he  was  naturally^  and  e- 
qually  accomplished,  and  had  no  Reafon  to  fear, 
but  he  might  pra&ife  it  with  equal  Succefs. 

Thus  according  to  Mr.  Bowles  himfelf,  when 
we  trace  this  Secret  to  its  Source,  we  find  it 
in  the  Hands  of  a  Man  without  a  Name. 
This  renown'd  Noftrum,  that  now  brings  in  its 
ieveral  Hundreds  of  Pounds  per  Annum,  to 
fome  more  fortunate  with  us?  was  not  capable 
of  keeping  its  firft  pretended  Inventor  from 
Starving,  amidft  a  Number  of  Ruptured  Peo- 
ple, as  there  muft  probably  have  been  in  fuch 
a  trading  and  populous  City  as  Leghorn,  or  e- 
ven  preventing  his  tranfporting  himfelf  to  a 
Foreign  Country,  for  the  Lucre  of  one  fingle 
Patient,  where  dying,  he  bequeathed  this  Se- 
cret to  Mr.  Shawls  Son,  who  With'  a  'good  ancj 
lafe  Confcience,  thought  he  might  make  as 
much  Money  of  it,  as  he  fuppos'd  his  Father 
had  laid  out  about  it,  and  fo  fold  it  for  a  merf 
Trifle,  to  our  Ingenious  tframbleur. 


We  are  now  at  laft  come  from  plain 
Bowles  the  Quaker  ;  to  the  Learn'd  Dr.  Bowles, 

to 
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to  whom  it  wou'd  be  unfair  not  to  allow  «tn 
Appellation,  which  he  as  much  deferv'd,  afcd 
paid  as  good  a  Price  for,  as  fome  other  Emi- 
nent practicing  Pbyficiam^  whom  I  cou'd  name, 
if  it  were  neceflary ;  and  he  might  certainly 
plead  Skill  enough,  to  become  the  Title  of  Do- 
dor,  after  having  made  himfelf  Mafter  of  this 
Grande  Remede.  Dr.  Bowles  then  took  Care 
to  let  the  World  know  what  Title  he  expe&ed 
to  be  received  by,  and  boafted  highly  of  his 
Qualifications  to  fupport  his  new  Dignity.  — 
But  it  was  his  Lot  to  be  more  induftrious  in 
Endeavours  to  promote  his  Practice,  than  Luc- 
ky in  obtaining  it. 

Yet  ferioufly  reflecting  That  he  was  not  like- 
ly to  live  long  there,  he  refolv'd  not  to  die 
there  ;  like  that  unprofitable  Q k,  who  qui- 
etly delivered  over  his  Talent  hid  in  a  Napkin 
to  another.  But  firmly  determined  to  make  the 
moft  of  his  new  Purchafe,  and  that  his  inward 
Light  fhou'd  ihine  forth  in  his  Generation,  he, 
for  the  fame  weighty  Motives,  which  induced 

the  Q k  to  leave  his  Native  Country,  and 

Italy,  vh.  that  he  cou'd  not  get  Bread  by  his 
Bufmefs,  left  Ireland^  and  made  a  Voyage  to 
the  City  of  London. 

Here  he  exerted  himfelf  pro  viribus,  and  tri- 
ed all  the  Means  he  was  capable  of,  to  force 
himfelf  into  Practice.  He  held-forth  in  all  Pla- 
ces of  Refort,  about  the  powerful  Effects  of 
his  Remedies,  but  cou'd  bring  nothing  to  any 
Effeft,  that  wou'd  anfwer  his  Intentions.  The 
obftinate,  inorthodox  Unbelievers  of  London 
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(apt  as  they  are  to  gape  after  Novelty)  cou'd 
not  be  perfuaded  to  commit  their  Bodies  to  his 
Management. 

Whether  this  hapn'd  to  be  the  fad  Cafe  from 
not  applying  to  proper  Agents,  or  for  Want  of 
that  neceflary  Stock  both  of  Money  to  adver- 

tife,  and  Imp ce  to  fwear  to  Untruths,  &c. 

Qualifications  effentially  requifite  for  thofe  who 
impofe  Secrets,  i.  e.- — C—ts  on  Mankind; 
or  whether  it  was  for  Want  of  'em  altogether, 
I  lhall  not  (as  its  not  very  material)  take  up- 
on me  here  to  determine. 

However,  I  can,  and  do  aflure  you,  That 
Mr.  Bowles  met  with  fo  little  Incouragement, 
that  after  a  long  Stay  here,  all  Means  proving 
Abortive,  he  could  make  nothing  of  it.—— 
In  vain  he  offer'd  to  fell  it  for  Fifty  Guineas 
to  feveral  Surgeons,  and  at  laft  for  Twenty. 

It  had  been  happy  for  him,  if  inftead  of 
propofmg  it  to  the  Regular  Surgeons,  he  had 
offered  it  to  the  bolder  Genius's,  in  and  about 
the  Yards  and  Alleys  of  our  Metropolis,  who 
are  of  the  Inlightn'd  Clafs,  as  well  as  himfelf, 
living  generally  at  the  Sign  of  one  or  two 
Lamps,  and  are  to  be  fpok'n  with  about  all 
Sorts  of  Bufinefs,  from  Nine  to  Twelve  in  the 
Morning,  and  from  Three  to  Six  in  the  After- 
noon, and  profefs  Aftrology  as  well  as  Phy- 
fick. 

Thefe  learn'd  and  profound  Gentry,  though 
they  had  overlook'd  the  Intrinfick  Value  of  the 
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Medicines,  might  have  chanc'd  to  fpy  through 
the  Stars,  the  good  Fortune  that  was  likely  to 
attend  fome  ik>dy,—  who  came  Luckily, 

though  F ly,  into  this  Rupturc¥?df&>  at 

jo  /.  which  Secret,  without  ever  laying  down 
the  Value  of  one  Farthing,  he  got,  and  ma- 
king up  the  Difference  between  the  Buyer  and 

the  Seller,  with  a  very  few  Guineas,  he  c ly 

remained  Mafter  of  the  Prize. 

Thus  the  unluckly  Dr.  Bowles,  who  cou'd 
by  no  Means  make  Twenty  Pounds  of  this 
rare  and  valuable  Secret^  was  forc'd  to  turn 
Back  upon  London^  and  once  more  try  how 
the  Fruits  of  his  Skill  wou'd  thrive  in  its  Na- 
tive Soil  of  Ireland,  whither  he  then  returned, 
and  tarried  for  fome  Time,  expe&ing  better 
Luck  from  his  repeated  Labours,  but  ftill  in 
vain,  for  the  fame  ill-Fate  attended  him. 

Refolving  to  try  his  Dexterity  in  fome  more 
fortunate  Kingdom,  he  with  Courage  again 
ploughs  the  Seas  and  Lands  next  with  his  Heal- 
ing Art  in  the  Weft  of  Scotland.  Glafgow  is 
now  the  Scene  of  Aftion,  where  he  pretends  to 
have  had  flourifhing  Praftice.  But,h  be  that 
as  it  will,  I  affure  you,  he  foon  pra&is'd  him- 

felf  out  of  all  Bufinefs.— And  the  next 

Trip  this  Itinerant  Profeffor  makes,  is  to  Edin- 
burgh j  there  he  ftay'd  along  Time,  and  loudly 
boafted  of  wonderful  Cures  he  had  perform'd 
in  the  Weft,  in  and  about  Glafgow ;  though  by 
a  Letter  I  have  now  in  my  Hands,  from  ai^ 
Ingenuous  and  Eminent  Surgeon  in  that  Place, 
for  all  the  Noife  B — -s  made  of  the  mi&hty 
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Cures  he  had  perform'd  there,  only  one,  out 
of  the  many  faid  to  be  cur'd,  was  patched  tip, 
and  this  was  a  young  Boy. 

The  difcerning  and  wary  People  of  Edin- 
who  had  been  often  pefier'd  with  fuch 

Q ks,   and  their  noify  Boaftings  of  their 

kind  Reception,  at  fuch  and  fuch  Places,  be- 
lieving that  Friend  Bowks  came  rather  for  his 
ov/n,  than  for  their  Sakes,  i.  e.  more  for  their 
Money  than  their  Health ;  and  that  he  had  not 
left  UlajgD®\  becaufe  he  had  cur'd  all  their 
Ruptures,  but  becaufe  their  Contempt  of  him 
was  incurable,  over-look'd  and  negle&ed  this 
great  Doftor,  who  was  once  more  reduc'd  to 
the  laft  Refburce  of  Secret-mongers,  to  propa- 
gate it  as  well  as  he  cou'd,  amongft  the  raoft 
Credulous  of  the  Vulgar. 

It  was  here  that  a  certain  lucky  Perfon  fcrap'd 
Acquaintance  with  Mr.  Bo-whs,  by  keeping  the 
fame  mean  Company,  and  frequenting  the  fame 
little  Places,  &  viis  &  modis,  got  the  Secret 
from  him.  To  trouble  you  with  a  particular 
Account  of  fome  Body's  Management,  from 
firft  to  laft,  as  I  have  it  jult  now  before  me, 
wou'd  fwell  this  beyond  its  intended  Limits, 
and  at  beft  prove  but  a  difagreeable  Entertain- 
ment. I  ftiall  therefore  beg  Leave  to  omit  that 
Part,  as  if  I  had  never  rak'd  into  it,  hoping 
that  the  Perfon  whom  it  muft  have  affefted, 
may,  by  my  Silence,  be  prevaiPd  upon  to  be  a 
little  more  Modeft  for  the  Future,  leaft  Fafts, 
which  wont  well  bear  mentioning,  be  (not 

much 
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much  to  fame  Perfons  Honour)  difplay'd  in  all 
their  Circumftances  by  another  Hand* 

I  am  the  more  readily  mov'd  to  pafs  over 
fueh  Things  in  this  Manner,  becaufe  I  wou'd 
avoid  giving  fome  a  Handle  to  infmuate,  that 

I  had  refibfted  too  freely  on  Perfons. 1  do 

allure  you,  Sir,  it's  with  Reluctancy  I  am  forc'd 

to  what  I  do. Fafts,  not  Perfons,  being 

the  Motives  of  my  inquiring  into  this  Matter, 
and  I  wou'd  willingly  glofs  even  them  over 
in  as  flight  a  Manner,  as  is  confiftent  with 
<frutk 

The  unfuccefsful  Dr.  Bowles,  after  he  had 
parted  with  his  Arcanum,  retir'd  from  Edin- 
burgh, without  any  Confideration  for  it,  and 
never  faw  the  Perfon  to  whom  he  reveal'd  it, 
till  he  met  with  him  at  London  about  Four 
Years  ago. 

This  dextrous  Attainment  of  the  pretended 
Secret,  was  as  little  expe&ed  by  all,  who  knew 
the  Perfon,  as  it  was  furprifmg  that  he  after- 
wards rais'd  himfelf  into  fo  undue  a  Reputa^ 
tion  by  it.  But  the  Manner  how  he  and  his 
Managers  treated  fome  Body,  upon  whofe 
Foundations,  however  weak,  he  afterwards 
built  himfelf  a  Fortune,  fhew  him  to  be  one 
of  thofe  Undertakers  who  flop  at  nothing  that 
may  further  their  Endeavours. 

Were  I  to  infift  on  this  Tranfa&ion  in  all 
its  Circumftances,  I  fliould  only  nauieate  you 
and  my  Candid  Readers.  I  lhall  therefore  pafs 
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it  over,  with  many  others,  too  tedious  to  be  re^ 
lated  here,  and  hafien  to  give  an  Account  of 
|he  Succefs  and  Event  of  a  certain  Medicine- 
Adventure,  which  1  wou'd  have  omitted  al- 
fo,  had  not  a  certain  Perfon  infifted,  and  does 
ftill,  That  his  Secret  was  quite  different  from 
jBowltfs.  That  the  Perfon  from  whom  he  had 
it  was  dead,  with  innumerable  other  fuch— 
Mov'd,  no  doubt,  to  do  fo  by  his  Agents,  who 
well  knew,  that  when  a  Perfon  has  once  fo- 
lemnly  vouch' d  a  L~e,  whatever  might  be  his 
Motives,  he's  obliged  afterwards  to  maintain 
it,  for  his  own  Credit,  if  he  has  any  j  and  if 
he  has  not,  he  is  not  an  Evidence  to  be  re- 
garded. 

No  fooner  had  this  Perfon  elop'd  from  his 
Righteous  Matter,  whom  by  Contract  he  was 
bound  to  ferve  one  Year  certain  ^  to  pay  50  /. 

for  the  S f,  to  give  the  Half  of  what  he 

made  by  it  in  N.  /?,  and  not  to  pra&ife  in  S. 
j5,  under  Pain  of  400  /.  @r.  as  the  Contract 
it  felf  more  fully  bears,  ggr.  Then  to  practife 
he  went,  and  where  he  patch'd  up  One,  he 
gave  out  he  had  curM  Twenty. 

A  certain  Nobleman,-  who  was  referv'd,  and. 
unwilling  to  expofe  his  Infirmity,  and  liv'd  in 
a  Corner  of  the  Country,  at  a  great  Diftance 
from  any  Surgeons  of  Note,  fent  for  the  Lucky 
Spark,  v/hofe  Pretenfions  have  given  Occaiion 
to  my  prefent  Purpcfe  ;  and  after  his  long  Stay, 
became  eafier ;  becaufe  the  Inteftine,  by  fre- 
quent Purging,  being  emptied,  was  eafily  re-- 
duc'd,  and  thenj  as  eafily  retain'd  with  a  Ban- 
dage, 


dage,  whichj  together  with  the  Hardning  of 
the  Skin  over  the  Breach,  patcht  him  up  for 
a  Little.  Thus  was  this  Noble  Perfon  fo  much 
incourag'd,  that  he  even  gave  it  out  he  was 
cur'd,  and  became  laviih  in  Praife  of  his  Be- 

nefaftor,  and  fo  his  Fame  began  to  fpread. 

Upon  ftrift  Enquiry,  I  can  affure  you,  luf.s 
worfe  now  than  ever. 

Another  Noble  Perfow,  fmce  dead,  of  the 
fame  Quality  with  the  former,  labouring  un- 
der the  like  Indifpofition,  put  himfelf  into  his 
Hands,  He  was  far  advanc'd  in  Years,  almoft 
Bedridden,  or  when  up,  always  in  a  Chair ; 
and  as  he  did  eafily  put  it  up  with  his  own 
Hand,  v/hen  on  his  Back,  and  us'd  no  Exer- 
cife,  the  Difficulty  in  retaining,  or  keeping  it 
up,  cou'd  not  be  great.  Thefe  occafion'd  his 
being  talked  of,  by  fome  of  the  Noblemen's  Re- 
lations, who  procur'd  his  being  fent  for  to  a 
certain  Perfon,  yet  uncured,  faid  to  be  in  the 

P '-'s  Service:    But  not  to  His    /? •— 

//— —  s,  as  was  induftrioufly  giv'n  out. 

He  had  not  long  vifited  at  the  H.  in  L r 

F s,  before  he  began  to  difplay  his  Ta- 
lent of  F— g,  and  everywhere  proclaimed 

he  had  wrought  a  wonderful   Cure  on  the 

P ->  which  no  Man  living   but  himiclf 

cou'd  do. Letters  v/ere  prepared  and  pro 

duc'd  by  him  in  all  Companies,  extolling  him 

for  his  amazing  Cures  upon  Madam- ,  rny 

Lord ,  or  my  Lady ,  profefling  how 

happy  they  fhou'd  think  themfelves,  cou'd  they 

oftner  be  fevour'd  with  his  Company,  with  a 

E  2  thcufand 
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thoufand  other  fuch  mean  indirect  Ways,  to 
blaze  about  his  Fame,  and  raife  his  Reputa- 
tion. 

However  ridiculous  thefe  Ways  were  to 
Men  of  Senfe,  yet  they  made  deeper  Imprefli- 
ons  than  can  be  well  imagin'd,  and  together 
with  a  certain  Boy  (whom  by  the  Bye  any  old 
Nurfe  might  have  cur'd)  related  to  fome,  then 
-in  a  diftinguilh'd  Station  at  Court,  contributed 
much  to  the  Advance  of  his  Fame. 

Some  iPhyficians  too,  not  examining  into  the 
Bottom,  were  drawn  in  to  believe  mighty 
Matters,  becaufe  a  few  filly  Ruptufd  People, 
v/hofe  Ruptures  had  been  leffen'd,  by  being  re- 
duc'd  in  Part,  hop'd  and  fancy'd  they  were 
cur'd,  and  every  where  giving  out  they  were 
fo,  (as  moft  troubPd  that  Way  are  too  apt  to 
do)  magnified  the  Wonders  wrought  upon 
them. 

Even  an  eminent  Perfon  who  had  much  of  His 

M y's  Ear,  was  fo  far  impos'd  on  by  thofe 

ill-grounded  Reports,  that  he  effeftually  (tho* 
not  defignedly)  did  this  Perfon's  Bufmefs  with 

His  M He  innocently  related  what  had  been 

told  him ;  and  though  he  was  not  a  little  afto- 
nifh'd,  at  the  Odohefs  of  the  Cures,  faid  to 
have  been  wrought,  yet  he  did  not  queftion 
their  Truth,  out  of  Refpeft  to  thofe  who  re- 
ported them. 

Thus  were  mighty  Things  afferted,  which 
had  never  been  performed,  and  great  Advan- 
ces 
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ces  were  made,  before  this  Perfon  was  unde- 
ceiv'd.  By  which  Time  it  v/as  too  late  ;  for 
the  firft  Accounts. had  made  too  deep  Impreili- 
ons,  to  be  rernov'd  by  any  fubfequent  Re- 
prefentations, 

His  Sacred  Majefty,  at  whofe  Princely  Heart 
nothing  lies  nearer,  than  the  Good  of  his  Peo- 
pje,  no  fooner  heard  of,  than  he  determined  to 
encourage  the  Author  of  fo  extraordinary  a 
Benefit,  by  a  Diftinction  that  fhou'd  be  equally 
extraordinary. But  refolving  that  his  Boun- 
ty fhou'd  be  founded  on  the  Merit  of  its  Ob- 
jeft,  he  reftrain'd  the  firft  Impreffions  of  His 
Royal  P.urpofe,  till  he  had  made  fome  Enqui- 
ry into  the  Reality  of  this  appkuded  Difcove- 
ry.  — — .  Nay,  to  fuch  Excefs  of  Condefcentioa 
was  he  carried,  by  the  Earneftnefs  of  his  Zeal, 
to  reward  a  Good  that  might  be  done  his  Sub- 
je6ts,  that  laying  afide  the  Majefty  of  his  high 
Condition,  he  v/^s  pleas'd  in  Perfon  to  exa- 
mine into  the  Validity  of  this  Afl&ir,  which 
had  made  fo  great  a  Noife  in  his  Palace. 

With  a  Prudence  equal  to  his  Generofity, 
he  confulted  thofe,  who  were  moft  likely  to  in- 
form him  of  the  Truth,  and  was  gracioully 
pleas'd  to  ifTue  out  His  Royal  Orders,  that  the 
Effect  of  this  Arcanum  (hou'd  be  try'd  on  fome 
of  his  own  Domefticks ;  accordingly  Tv/o  of 
His  Houfhold  (who  then  labour'd  .under  this 
Jndifpofition)  were  fingl'd  out  for  the  Expe- 
riment. 

E.  3  Such 
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Such  was  His  Majefty's  Tendernefs,  and 
fiich  too  His  Caution,  that  he  vouchfaf 'd  to 
give  fpecial  and  ftrift  Orders  about  their  Rup- 
tures, as  well  for  their  Relief,  as  for  Juftice  to 
the  Remedy,  and  in  Cafe  of  Succefs,  that  the 
fame  ihou'd  be  turn'd  to  a  Publick  Benefit. 

Such  Turns  were  from  Time  to  Time  giv'n, 
in  the  Reports  which  were  made  to  His  Maje- 
fty,  of  the  Circumftances  of  their  advancing 
Cure,  as  ftill  confirm'd  him  more  and  more  of 
the  Truth  of  all  that  had  been  fuggefted.  And 
after  much  Reft,  and  feveral  Months  Purging, 
their  Inteftines,  &c.  being  reduc'd,  artful  Me- 
thods were  us'd  to  get  fome,  but  not  thele 
f hyficians  and  Surgeons,  who  by  His  Maje- 
fty's fpecial  Orders  were  commanded  to  inlpeft 
into  the  Validity  of  the  Cure  and  to  make  their 
Report,  then  by  an  Artifice,  of  a  Piece  with 
the  Reft,  a  Reprefentation  was  made  as  beft 
fuited  the  Ends  propos'd  \  fo  that  His  moft  Ex- 
cellent Majefty,  not  doubting  but  that  they 
were  Cur'd,  as  they  afFerted,  gave  the  more 
ieadily  into  their  Propofals. 

And,  That  the  Rev/ard  might  be  the  larger, 
great  Care  was  tak'n  by  the  Agents  of  the  Par- 
ty chiefly  intereffed,  to  render  the  Man"  as  con- 
fiderable  as  it  was  poiTible.  A  Diploma  for- 
footh  (to  the  great  Difgrace  of  the  "Cramers) 
was  procured,  that  he  might  pafs  for  a  Doftor, 
Pro  medico  'habtft  volo  &  etiam  medicum  facers 
poffe  me  Jafto  cut  lannn  rerum  fcientiam  tra- 
)  Sbcr.  in  Phaedr.  For  this  Effe6l,  Ap- 
plication 
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.plication  was  made  to  the  Lords,  and  others 
CommiiTioners  of  the  R  ......  1  Hofpital  of  Cbel- 

Jla,  that  this  great  Doctor  Ihou'd  be  confti- 
tuted  and  appointed  Rupture  Do&or  .  of  the 
faid  Hofpital,  which  v/as  no  fooner  afk'd 
than  granted,  and  the  following  Advertifement 
was  obligingly  drawn  up,  and  lent  by  a  Friend 
to  the  GanMt  of  February  the  -i  3th  1722. 


Whereas  fevered  Penfioners,  belonging  to  the 
Royal  Hofyital  near  Chelfea,  have  been  cufd  of 
W-y  large  Ruptures,  by  Dr.  Thomas  Renton, 
and  there  being  a  great  many  out  and  in-Penli- 
'  oners  difabfd.  Thcfe  are  to  ghe  Notice^  tfhat 
tin'  Lords,  and  others  Commiffioners  for  the  Af- 
fairs of  the  /aid  Hofpital,  have  thought  fit  to 
appoint  the  faid  Dr.  T  --  R,  to  undertake 
the  Cure  of  all  out  and  in-Penjioncrs  afflicted 
with  Ruptures,  to  the  End  that  fitch  difakfd 
Perfons  do  repair  to  the  faid  Hojpital^  where- 
they  may  be  cur*d  by  the  faid  Dr.  Renton. 

By  Order  ?  Kwgfmill  Eyre,  Secretary, 


This  Advertifement  afforded  much  Specu- 
lation.  Reflexions  upon  the  Promoters  were 

unavoidable,  by  many  who  were  juftly  in- 
cens'd,  and  angry  to  fee  the  Publick  impos'd 
on,  and  afham'd  of  the  Levity,  or  Self:Inter- 
eftednefs  of  the  Contrivers. 

They  were  ama^'d  to  fee  that  Friend  fo  aftive 

in  this  Affair,  and  pufhing  it  forv/ard  to  fuch  a 

E  4  JLengthi 


JLength.  They  thought  he  cou'd  not  be  fo 
ignorant,  as  not  to  know  the  Impoflibility  of 
their  Pretenfions,  nor  fo  weak  as  to  fancy  a 

E  urging  Powder,  and  a  trifling  Cauftick,  in- 
illible  in  the  Cure  of  all  Sorts  of  Rupture*. 

And  when  fome  People  will  allow  their  Good 
Nature  to  affert  for  Truths,  fuch  Pretences  of 
thofe  they  wiih  well  to,  as  in  themfelves  are 
morally  impoffible,  how  can  they  hope  to  e- 
fcape  Cenfure  ? 

To  tell  you  how  they  amus'd  the  World, 
and  how  Court  and  Country  here  refounded 
with  the  mighty  Feats  of  their  Arcanum  Do- 
ftor,  and  how  every  Body  was  pefter'd  with 
the  Noife  of  miraculous  Cures  perform'd  by 
this  Rarity ;  but  more  efpecially  to  point  out 
their  unbecoming,  little  Artifices,  wou'd  fix 

a  deeper  Stain  on  fome  Folks  Ch rs,  than 

they  are  av/are  of. But 

•  •       Pudrt  H<cc  opprolria  nobis 

JEt  diet  potmjfe  &  non  pontiff?  Refdli.     Ovid. 

Thefe  were  not  fo  privately  tranfacled,  as  to 
be  conceal'd  from  every  Body;  nor  is  it  in 
their  Power  to  hinder  fome  from  believing,  that 
their  A&ivity  was  incited  by  the  Hopes  of  Sha- 
ring the  Reward : 

O  Seeleratum  Ptcunitf  Aucupium 
Quid  non  mortalia  peftora  cogis 
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A  dark  Veil  wou'd  much  better  become  fuch 
A&ions,  and  I  lhall  leave  the  Story  to  be  loft 
and  forgotten,  for  the  Honour  of  the  Nation. 

Having  hitherto  met  with  no  Oppofition, 
and- by  (hewing  the  Parts  reduc'd,  prepar'd  and 

prepoffefs'd  His  M    •     -y. They  next  pre- 

lum'd  to  advife  his  purchafing  their  Infallible 
Secret^  and  in  Confequence  of  that  good  Coun- 
cil, a  Sign'd  Manual  entitl'd  'em  to  no  lefs 
than  /ooo  /.  500  /.  per  Annum,  and  the  Perfon 
himfelf  diftinguiih'd  by  the  Fountain  of  Ho- 
nour, and  erefted  into  no  lefs  than  the  Wor- 
fhipful,  Sr.  <f.  R. 

I  muft  own  to  you,  Sir,  when  I  firft  heard 
it,  I  cou'd  fcarce  allow  my  felf  to  give  it  Cre- 
dit.——I  ftood  amafc'd  to  fee  how  far  defign- 
ing  Men  cou'd  go,  and  thought  immediately 

on  the  old  Story  of  Pyrrlms  and  Vlyffes. • 

When  they  were  fent  to  Lemnvs,  to  take  from 
Ptyb&tttt  the  Arrows  of  Hercules.  The  tv/o 
Legates  advis'd  by  what  Means  they  might 
beft  wreft  'em  out  of  his  Hands.  Vlyffes  pro- 
pos'd  Lying  and  Deceit;  no,  faid  Pyrrhus,  I 
like  not  that  Courfe,  becaufe  I  never  us'd  it, 
but  always  lov'd  the  Truth,  as  my  Father  and 
my  Anceftors  have  ever  done.  Whereunto 
Vlyffes  reply'd,  That  when  he  was  a  young 
Man,  he  was  of  his  Mind  too ;  but  now  be- 
ing Old,  he  had  learn'd  by  long  Experience, 
dearly  bought,  That  the  fureft  Art  in  Man's 
Life -is,  fallen  &  Mentiri. 

Now, 
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Now,  Sir,  notwithftanding  this  uncommon 
Reward,  which  exalts  the  Royal  Bounty  of 
our  King,  above  any  Example  of  our  own,  or 
of  former  Ages  ;  yet  thefe  two  Perfons,  fmgl'd 
out  at  Court,  for  Proof  of  their  Secret,  remain 
ttncur'd  to  this  Day ;  as  does  alfo  Oba-a'iak 
Swift,  an  Anchor-Smith  at  RotberbitK,  fo  much 
fcoafted  for  the  greateft  .Cure  was  ever  per- 

formed. Together  with  the  B — r  in  Bond- 

ftreet. The  G-— -n  in  L r  Fields. 

"C G — s  Ck.  S.  W.  G — s 

D r  A.  C.  W.  P.  H,  &c.    And  indeed 

all  (of  above  Twenty  Five  Years  of  Age)  out 
of  that  numerous  Lift,  which  v/as  giv'n  into 

His  M- y,  as  having  been  abfolutely 

and  perfeftly  cur'd. 

I  doubt  not,  but  that  it  will  appear  to  you, 
Sir,  fomewhat  ftrange,  that  in  an  Age  fo  F*hi< 
lofophical  and  refin'd  as  this,  in  a  Nation  which 
can  as  juftly  boaft  of  the  moft  exaft  and  ableft 
Artifts,  as  of  the  moft  Learn'd  and  accom- 
$)liih7d  Gentlemen,  and  particularly  of  as  able 
and  experienc'd  Phyficians,  as  dextrous  and 
compleat  Surgeons,  as  any  upon  Earth  :  Crea- 
tures illiterate  and  impudent,  bafe  Quacks  (the 
Contempt  of  all  who  know  'em)  fliou'd  be 
thus  encourag'd  for  infallible  Curers  of  Rup- 
tures., only  becaufe  they  have  Affurance  to  call 
their  Method  a  Secret,  which  in  Reality  is  no 
other  than  the  common  Methods  menticri'd  by 
all  Authors,  as  fhall  be  made  plainly  evident, 
from  their  own  Words  in  the  fubfequent  "Pa- 


This  Country  of  ours,  Sir,  has  been  long, 
and  eminently  remark'd  for  believing  with  Dif- 
ficulty what  they  may  fee  plainly :  But  let 
any  Proportion  wear  the  Face  of  a  Myitery, 
and  ftraight  the  Bait  becomes  infallible,  how 
little  infallibility  foever  there  may  be  in  the  <fr- 
cret ! 

We  need  go  no  further  for  a  Proof,  than  to 
the  Advertifements  in  our  daily  Papers,  where 
to  the  Reproach  of  our  Credulity,  we  have 
Toy-Shops  ftuff'd  with  Cures  for  the  moft  in- 
curable Difeafes.  Who  cou'd  imagine  that 
^/Wy^'-Necklace,  ufher'd  into  the  World  by 
old  P—l  Chamberlahie^  as  one  of  thefe  infallible 
Relicks  for  Women  in  hard  Labour,  haftning 
their  Deliveries  if  but  v/orn  as  Garters,  fhou'd 
have  fo  ridiculoufly  rifen  into  Ufe  and  Repu- 
tation, ev'n  among  our  Ladies  of  good  Senfe 
and  Condition,  and  produce  fo  many  Thou- 
fand  Crowns  to  its  Contriver,  when  in  Reali- 
ty thofe  Beads  (or  as  they  nam'd  them,  Ano- 
dyne Necklace)  were  only  turn'd  into  that 
Form,  out  of  Bones,  no  Matter,  whether  of 
Horfes,  or  of  any  other  Animals. 

I  will  entertain  you  by  Way  of  Sample,  with 
an  Advertifement  relating  to  this  fine  Necklace, 
and  leave  you  to  judge  whether  the  good-hu- 
mour'd  old  Do6lor,  v/ho  lent  his  Name  to 
fuch  a  paultry  Trifle,  wou'd  not  for  a  Confide- 
ration  proportion  ably  larger,  have  recommend- 
ed a  Pig's  Tail  for  the  fame  Purpofe. 


A  Gentlewoman  having  had  about  a  Year 
ago,  a  very  long,  hard  and  difficult  Labour, 
being  again  juft  ready  to  lye  in,  was  very  ap- 
prehenfive  of  fuch  another  bad  Time.  On  the 
29th  of  May  laft,  about  Seven  of  the  Evening, 
Jhe  found  herfelf  a  little  out  of  Order,  and  be- 
ing very  fearful,  having  her  former  bad  Timq 
freih  in  her  Memory,  fhe  was  advis'd  to  wear 
the  celebrated  Anodyne  Necklace,  recommended 
by  Dr.  Paul  Chamberlain^  for  Children's  Teeth, 
Women  in  hard  Labour,  and  Dtliempers  of  the 
Bead*  Two  of  'em  were  immediately  fent  for, 
and  prefently  put  on  her,  by  Way  of  Garters. 
She  had  not  wore  'em  above  an  Hour  and 
Half,  but  Ihe  was  delivered  of  an  extraordi- 
nary fine  Boy,  and  this  with  fuch  Difpatch 
and  Eafe,  that  by  Nine  a  Clock  it  was  all  o- 
ver,  and  the  Mother  in  fuch  a  fine  eafy  Con- 
dition, as  no-body  ever  expedted;  all  which 
not  only  herfelf,  but  the  Midwife,  Nurfe,  and 
others  about  her,  attributed  to  this  Sovereign 
Remedy. 


'Rifum  teneatis  Amici. 


<j>uoties  de  meduamentorum  fuorum  dotibus  all- 
quid  deblaterandum  eft,  nihil  non  mendacii  Effii- 
tmnty  quo  fuos  popello  fumos  venaliores  Reddant^ 
mini  non  nugarum  Comminifcuntur.  Fevin.  de 
Abuf,  Med.  p.  9. 

With  fuch  Advertifements  our  daily  Papers 

are  pefter'd, Quackery  of  all  Rinds  is  hers 

univerfally  incourag'd,  and  however  filly  this 

may 
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may  appear  to  the  Judicious  and  Learn'd  with 
you,  (who  muft  laugh  while  they  pity  Us) 
we  have  Stones,  not  worth  one' Farthing,  fold 
Current  for  Five  Guineas,  as  a  ferftft^  prefcnt^ 
and  infallible  Remedy  for  the  Gout,  not  very 
much  (one  wou'd  be  apt  to  think)  to  the  Ho- 
nour of  thofe,  who  give-in  to  fuch  ridiculous 

Trumperies. O  temporal  0  mores!  Magi- 

ftratus  Intdligit :  Principes  vident :  Hi  tamen 
Impoftores  in  malignitate  fua  Pergunt ;  Pergunt 
imo  vero  eliam  Injcitiam  defendunt :  ab  aliis  m- 
bilominus  vocantur  &  confuiantur  &  interim  ta* 
men  fattunt  unumquemq')  JEgrotum.  G.  Adolp. 
Scribon. 


Marcdin  de  Boix^  Phyfician  to  His  moft  Ca- 
tholick  Majefty,  as  eminent  for  his  great  Skill 
in  Phyfick,  as  he  was  remarkable  ty  his  fincerc 
Inclinations  for  the  Good  of  the  Publick,  in 
his  Eippocrat.  Defendido  Madrid  1711,  fays, 
That  Importers,  who  pretend  to  cure  all  Dif- 
eafes,  with  a  few  Stcrets^  and  all  ignorant 
Quacks,  v/ho  make  bold  to  phyfick  Mankind, 
and  trick  People  out  of  their  Lives  and  Mo- 
ney, fhou'd  be  condignly  punifh'd,  the  State 
cleard  of  fuch  Vermin,  and  they  fent  to  the 
Gallies ;  a  Punifhment  they  with  much  greater 
Reafon  deferve  to  undergo,  than  many  who 
are  daily  condemned  to  it, 

What's  more  difcouraging  to  Men  of  Let- 
ters, Sir,  who  have  regularly  accomplifh'd 
themfelves  for  their  Profefiion,  than  to  fee  thefe 
ignorant  Quacks,  intercepting  their  due  Incou- 
ragement  ?  Of  what  Prejudice  muft  it  be  to  a 

liberal 


liberal  Education,  and  of  what  flinderance  to 
a  vigorous  Profecution  of  Studies  ?  But  above 
all,  what  Notions  (to  the  great  Difadvantage 
of  the  whole  Profeflion)  muft  it  imprint  on  the 
Minds  of  our  People  of  Quality,  &c.  who  not 
concerning  themfelves,  to  pry  into  the  Eflenti- 
als  of  Art,  and  take  Things  on  Truft,  as  they 
are  offer'd  in  Converfation. 

Yet  were  it  poffible,  for  thefe  great  Men  to 
fee  unconcern'd  for  their  own  Memory,  even 
for  the  Prefent,  merely,  and  during  their  own 
Time,  it  wou'd  ftill  be  of  fome  Importance  to 
*em  to  ftand  Fair  with  Men  of  Letters,  and 
Ingenuity,  and  to  have  the  Reputation  of  be- 
ing favourable  to  their  Art  and  Faculty,  be 
their  Stations  never  fo  exalted. 

The  Subverfion  of  their  Priviledges,  who  are 
Retainers  to  the  Healing  Faculty  has  been  at- 
tempted, not  only  by  the  open  Affaults  of 
Quacks  and  others,  its  profefs'd  Enemies ;  but 
alfo  by  fome  of  the  Sons  of  Art,  who  being 
four'd  at  their  Difappointments,  have  rail'd  not 
only  againft  Learning  in  general,  but  againfi 
their  own  Profeflion  in  Particular,  which  hav- 
ing render'd  defpicable,  they  wou'd  teach  o- 
thers  to  defpife  alfo,  and  wou'd  (it  feems)  if 
they  cou'd,  ev'n  over-throw  the  whole  Art  it- 
felf. 

But,  I  hope,  there  are  ftill  amongft  us,  thofc, 
who  for  the  Dignity  of  fo  ufeful  a  Profeflion, 
and  the  Good  of  the  Publick,  will  with  Ala- 
crity fupport  and  encourage  it  in  the  right 

Manner, 


Manner,  by  a  generous  and  impartial  itegarcl 
to  Learning  and  true  Merit. 

Some  (unlike  their  own  Coriduft)  have  ex- 
erted then  utmoft  to  expofe  their  own  Profef- 
fion,  in  a  few  t  —  g  Treatifes,  which  feem  to 
have  been  publiih'd  for  the  Sake  of  their  Pre- 
faces; wherein,  they  have  indulg'd  their  ver- 
bofe  Talents,  with  Railing  at  the  Ancient  Fa- 
thers of  Phyfick,  and  fome  of  their  Modern 
Cornmentators. 

I  wiih  it  mayn't  be  found  by  equitable 
Judges,  that  thefe  Gentlemen  have  rather  ex- 
pos'd  their  own,  than  the  JVeakwfs  or  Defici- 
encies of  the  v/ife  Ancients. — —It  is  an  Ar- 
rogance (fays  a  late  Elegant  Writer)  peculiar 
to  fome  of  our  Age  and  Nation,  to  defpife  the 
moft  Learn'd  and  Celebrated  Writers  in  theii 
own  Profeffion. — -p.  305. 

Hippocrates ,  Plato,  Arifiotle-,  &e.  made  grea- 
ter ProgrevTes  in  the  feveral  Sciences,  than  any 
of  their  Succeffors  have  been  able  fmce  to 
reach  -  And  are  inimitable  in  their  feveral 
Kinds,  S.  W.  T, 

That  the  Ancients  will  never  want  a  ftrohg 
Patty  among  the  Wife  and  Learn'd  of  every 

Age. -That  their  Applaufe  is  juft  becaufe 

found.- — That  the  more  the  Age  is  enlightn'd 

the  more  they'll  ihine.- -That  their  Fame 

mult  laft  as  long  as  Letters. And  Pofte- 

rity  will  ever  own  their  Merit.     Adv.  to  an  A. 

Galen^ 


)  who  was  not  only  the  beft  Phyficiattj 
ttit  the  beft  Scholar  and  Critick  of  his  Time, 
owns  Hipocrates  to  be  Divine,  and  publiiheth 
the  fame  in  all  his  Writings,  and  fays,  that 
all  that  was  Good  in  Phyfick,  fprung  from 

him. That  this  Father  of  Phyfick,  v/as  of 

all  Phyficians,  the  moft  diligent  and  induftri- 
ous. 

A  plain  Mark  (fays  Mr.  Le  Clerc)  of  the 
Efteem  that  all  Ages  have  had  for  the  Wri- 
tings of  Hippocrates,  is,  that  there's  fcarce  any 
Author,  who  has  had  fo  many  Commenta- 
tors.  His  Aphorifms  are  a  Work  above 

Human  Capacity. 

Omnium  primus  admiral wnem  fuflulit  (fays  the 

Learn'd  Duretus)  in  Coac.  p.  210.  30. Ve- 

ritatis  me  die  £  tribunal.— 1>.  280. 3.     ////>* 

foe  rat  em  due  em  fe  fequamur  nunquam  aberrabi* 
mus. — -p.  281. 12. 

That  the  Writings  of  Hippocrates^  wou'd  af* 
ford  greater  Knowledge  in  one  Day,  than  all 
the  Modern  Practitioners  in  one  Age,  fays  Afo/> 
celin  de  Boix^  Hippo.  Defendido  Madrid. 

How  much  (fays  the  Experienc'd  and  Can* 
did  Sydenham)  the  Ancients,  and  amongft  the 
Chief,  Hippocrates ,  have  perform'd  in  the  Heal- 
ing An,  is  well  known?  From  v/hom,  and 
whofe  Writings  we  have  receiv'd  the  beft  Part 

of  the  Therapeuticks. The  Theory  of  this 

Divine  Old  Man,  was  not  drav/n  from  a  vain 

Fancy, 


Fancy,  but  it  exhibited  a  Legitimate  Hiftory 
of  thefe  Operations  of  Nature,  which  flic  pro- 
duces in  the  Difeafes  of  Men. 


Itppocrates  (fays  Dr.  Oliver)  of  whom  it  has 
been  faid,  that  he  had  not  his  Fellow  in  the 
Medical  An,  is  the  firft  Author,  we  have  a- 
mong  our  Records  in  Phyfick;  and  I  wilh  I 
cou'd  fay,  any -body  fmce  him,  has  given  us  a 

more  Rational  Account  of  Fevers.  -• Hippo- 

crates's  Precepts,  and  Obfervations,  being  all 
founded  on  Nature,  contain  in  them,  the  Juyce 
or  Marrow  of  Pra&ice,  and  the  true  Spirit  of 
Phyfick ;  which  rnuft  be  always  ufefui  to  the 

End  of  the  World. Reaibn,  Experience 

and  Obfervation,  are  the  beft  Foundations  of 
the  Art  of  Healing. 

Hippocrates  (fays  Scvtrinus)  our  Great  Ma- 
fter,  was  fir'd  v/ith  a  fingular  Zeal  and  Love 
for  the  Healing  An,  which  he  enlarg'd  and 

cultivated  above  all  Mankind.- Never 

Man  was  at  more  Pains. Never  Man 

knew  more.  His  Excellent  Precepts  will  be 
of  Ufe  to  the  End  of  Time,  Swerm.  C—  9. 

Hipocrates  (fays  Vankorn)  not  only  under- 
ftood  every  Branch  of  Phyfick,  but  gave  us  a 
perfe6t  Cure  for  all  Difeafes,  as  may  be  feen 
in  his  Lib.  de  Morlis,  and  in  thefe  Chirur- 
gical  Cafes  fcatter'd  in  his  Book  of  Efidt- 
muksj  p.  8. 

Peffime  (fays  9^.  BartMine)  fiudiu  fiii$ 
ton/want)  <^ui  rfcentiorum  fcriptis  fe  Immer- 
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itt  V cures  *vd  ncgligunt  vtl  Contetnnunt 
qitam  plerarumque  rerum  Lux  ex  illis  Pendent. 

I  only  -(fays  the  A —  B- — p  of  Camlray) 

advife  the  Men,  that  adorn  our  Age,  not  to 
give  way  to  a  Contempt  of  thofe  who  have  by 
lo  many  Ages  been  adrair'd. 

It  becomes  us  (fays  Serj.  Bernard)  to  fpeak 
of  the  Ancients  with  Relpeft  and  Civility  at 
leaft,  if  it  were  only  for  this,  that  it  was  for 
our  Inftruftion,  and  the  Benefit  of  Mankind 
in  General,  which  induc'd  'em  to  take  that 
Care,  and  to  be  at  fo  much  Expence  of  Time 
and  Labour  to  communicate  their  Knowledge  to 
the  World. 

Hippocrates  and  Galen  '(fays  the  Learned  Dr. 
Harris)  will  be  ever  famous  to  after-Ages,  be- 
caufe  their  Works  are  full  of  good  Senfe,  well- 
•di  gelled  Principles,  and  undeniable  Truths ; 
and  thofe  who  keenly  fpeak  againft  them,  and 
rail  at.  their  Labours  with  much  Earneftnefs, 
either  do  not  underftand  'em,  or  are  very  mo* 
rofe  in  their  Natural  Tempers. 

I  am  (fays  the  Eloquent      •"••Dr.  F< d, 

that  very  good  Judge)  apt  to  believe  upon  an 
Impartial  Enquiry,  it  will  appear,  that  it  was 
upon  very  good  Grounds,  that  Hipocrates  and 
Galen^  and.  their  Succeffors,  have  been  all  a- 
long  reckon'd  the  great  Lights  and  Fathers  of 
the  Faculty ;  and  that  fuch  an  Univerfal  Def- 
faence  has  been  pay'd  to  their  Writings,  thro' 

an 
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an  Uninterrupted  Succeffion  of  many  Centu- 
ries. 

Hippocrates  (fays  the  Eminent  Sir  'Join  Floy* 
tr)  was  a  moft  Judicious  and  Rational  Phy- 
fician,  and  the  moft  Learn'd  Founder  of  our 

Faculty.- And  in  Pag.  107,  Hippocrates 

and  Galen  have  laid  the  Foundations  of  Phy- 
fick,  upon  which  we  ought  to  build  and  im- 

Sove,  to  obferve  all  the  fenfible  Qualities  in 
edicines,  and  difeas'd  Humours,  and  never 
recede  from  the  Foundations  they  have  laid, 
for  any  general  Hypothecs,  how  curious  fo- 
ever. 

Volumes  might  foon  be  filPd  v/ith  the  like 
juft  Encomiums,  the  Learn'd  of  all  Ages 
and  Nations  have  giv'n  Hippocrates^  Galw,  and 
other  v/ife  and  well-deferving  Ancient  Phyfi- 
cians  ;  but  as  I  have  already  trefpafs'd  on  your 
Time  and  Patience,  by  a  Digreilion  (however 
it  may  be  to  others)  muft  be  tedious  to  one  of 
your  Univerfal  Reading,  I  hope  you'll  for- 
give me,  when  I  afTure  you,  that  fuch  an 
Unjuft  Treatment  of  the  Ancients,  by  fome 
v/ith  us,  calls  for  the  fevereft  Cenfure.  And 
though  their  Characters  are  too  v/ell  eftabliuVd 
to  fuffer  any  Impair  (with  the  Judicious  and 
Learn'd)  from  fuch  Detraftors,  v/hofe  Impo- 
tent Artillery  is  only  thereby  turn'd  againft 
themfelves,  and  their  Weaknefs,  &c.  &t\  &c. 
not  that  of  the  Founder's  of  the  Faculty  ex- 

pos'd. Yet  fuch  Infmuations  (as  unjuft  in 

themfelves,  as  they  are  unworthy  of  their  Di- 
ctator)   whatever  Way  they   were    deflgn'd, 

F  2  hav* 


(  68  ) 

ilave  already  had  this  Curfed  Eflfeft,  to  open 
Flood-Gates  for  Inundations  of  Illiterate  Quacks^ 
who  with  full  Mouth  quote  thefe  Gentlemen's 
ov/n  Words  to  countenance  their  Impoftures, 
and  give  the  better  Colour  to  their  v  s 
Impositions, 

Let  fuch  then,  who  have  taken  fuch  Liber* 

ties  with  the  Ch rs  of  the  wife  Ancients, 

and  refle&ed  fo  keenly  on  the  Founders  of  a 
Noble  and  Ufeful  ProfelTion,  wherein  them- 
felves  made  once  a  Confpicuous  Figure,  lay 
their  Hand  on  their  Breait,  and  confider  the 
Confequences  of  fuch  Railing.  And  let  'em 
not  forget,  that  had  they  been  as  Intent  in  ftu- 
ftying  Hippocrates^  Works,  &c.  as  they  have 

been  on  W /,  jP— -~/-,  7" S,  foreign 

to  their  Profeflion,  they  had  a&ed  more  confi- 
ftently  with  their  own  Charafrer,  and  had  laid 
5emfelves  lefs  open  to  the  juft  Genfure  of  o 

thers. — And  that  had  Some  been  better 

acquainted  with  Modern  Difcoveries,  or  had 
allowed  themfelves  Time  to  confult  Dr.  Helve* 
tius's  Boule  Medicamenteufe^  they  had  not  been 
drawn  in  to  fuch  rafh  and  profufe  Praifes  of 

a  certain  B k  S -£,  faid  to  be  difco- 

vered  by  one  Dr.  E ;/. That  it  v/ou'd 

be  of  more  Service  to  Mankind,  than  all  the 
Difcoveries  made  by  Galenical  Compounders 
of  Drugs  and  Syftematick  Methodifts. 

Fit  igitur  ex  tarn  pra-va  @*  Inlula  opinion? 
quam  dc  Medicina  paffim  homines  Conceperunt  ut 
earn  non  Anem^  fed  Nefcio^  quid  lev?  tantum  & 

fortuito 


fortuito  Colls  ft  urn  ejk  putent.  -  Seidel.  dc  Mprb. 
Incurab. 

Thefe  ram  Encomiums  from  fuch  noted 
Pens,  wanted  not  their  Weight  fomewhere; 
nor  did  the  pretended  Difc  -  r  lofe  any  Time, 
but  with  the  utmoft  Induftry,  got  the  fame 
tranflated  into  French  ^  Dutch,  and  other  fo- 
reign Languages,  (A-la-mode  de  Anodyne)  in 
Half  Sheets,  with  the  Fame  of  which  our 
whole  Country  refounded.—  And  upon  a 
certain  Emergency,  when  fome  of  the  Facul- 
ty were  about  averting  their  Priviledges,  this 
Exceller  of  Antiquity,  one  of  thefe  two  Hap- 
py Mortals,  who  have  made  fo  great  Noife  of 
late,  in  our  Parts,  v/ith  their  New  and  Mo- 
dern Difcoveries,  unknown  to  this  and  former 
Ages,  was  c  —  ly  led  in  to  exhibit  an  In  -  1 
P  -  n,  and  though  unknown  to  himfelf,  he 
v/as  made  a  Tool  to  ferve  fome  Body's  Inten- 
tions, and  his  wonderful  B—  k  S-  —  k,  and 
of  which  the  Faculty  cou'd  be  no  Way  judges, 
was  us'd  as  a  Handle  to  oppofe  the  well-intena- 
ed  Meafures,  the  Colledge  at  that  Time  was 
purfuing  for  the  Good  of  the  Publick. 

This  brings  to  my  Mind  v/hat  the  Learn'd 
For  eft  us  faid  to  Heurriius,  Facer  ^  non  /-.-//V///7, 
quin  eo,  quo  debeo  dolors  Afficlar,  &  Juflos  E- 
dam  G  emit  us  mifa  attorn  faiji-ts  ddr>  ,  .;ipo- 

r/V,  g>  Statics  Medicmx*  For.  de  Incert.    Ur. 
Jud. 


Now  after  all  the  Charges,  and  other 
^d,  in  obtaining  a  Parent  fur  this  Inge 

F  3  vNew 
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New  Difcovery,  of  a  Non-fuch  Balfamick 
Stiptick,  fo  much  commended  by  fome,  fo  of- 
ten thrown  in  the  Teeth  of  the  whole  Profef- 
iion,  @r.  it  may  appear  pretty  fingular,  and 
perhaps  be  look'd  on  as  a  bold  AiTertion :  To 
affirm  that  Dr.  fklytitus's  Boule  Medic  amen- 
teufe will  do  all  that  this,  fo  renown'd  newly 
difcover'd  B ~k  F k  can  do. 

I  am  heartily  forry,  Sir,  I  can  conclude  this 
long  and  tedious  Anfwer  to  your  curious  Let- 
ter, no  othew/ife,  than  by  alluring  you,  that 
the  prefent  State  of  Phyfick,  with  us,  is  fuch 
as  affords  but  a  Melancholly  Profpeft  to  all  the 
Regular  Sons  of  Art. That  the  Encroach- 
ments daily  made  upon  the  whole  Profeffion 
are  fuch  as  only  tend  to  the  flackning  of  the 

Strings  of  true  Induftry  in  that  Study. 

That  by  the  unufual  Encouragement  Preten- 
ders to  S ts  and  Noftrums  meet  with  here,, 

the  Whole  is  like  to  degenerate  into  open  Eni- 
piricifm. 

For  who  ?  'Mongft  the  Generality  of  Man- 
kind, wou'd  be  at  the  Pains  (were  they  capa- 
ble of  improving  by  Study)  to  wafte  fo  much 
Time,  Strength,  Subftance,  gjSr.  fo  abfolutely 
requisite  for  arriving  at  any  tolerable  Degree  of 
Knowledge  in  Phyfick;  cou'd  they  but  have 
Wealth,  and  what  moft  of  Mortals  here  ftrug- 
gle  for,  by  a  Ihorter  and  more  Concife  Way, 
i.  c.  by  Py rating  an  Author  or  two,  changing 
the  Recipe  into  a  Myftery  or  Secret^  and  then 
by  the  meer  Dint  of  two  moft  prevailing  Qua- 
lities, Crown  thek  Hopes  with  Succefs,  gfr. 

By 
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By  thefe,  and  fuch  like  pretty  Contrivances,, 
and  mighty  honeft  Methods,  the  good-natur'd 
People  of  this  wealthy  Ifland  (worthy  of  a 
better  Fate)  may  perhaps  feel,  and  be  fubjecl- 
ed  to  all  the  Inconveniencies,  which  the  Defeft 
of  able,  learn'd,  and  experienc'd  Mafters  of 
the  Healing  Art,  and  the  multiplying  of  Cheats, 

and  Inf 1  Quacks  can  produce.  -— *•  *Sed  h*c 

eft  Art  is  me  die  £  fatalis  quxdam  conditio,  ut  per- 
fetuo  {lib  ea  Late  ant  homines  *i**tyu&t  g  Impo- 
ftores  Aiidaciffimi)  §>ui  non  art  is  Cogmtionem  af- 
fifttftt)  fed  ex  art  is  Umbra  ac  fit  it  to,  folum  Lu- 
crum,  Q)  Uriuum  turpem  quteftum  Ventntur  «— 
Rudolphus  Camerarius, 

When  Learning  and  Modefty  are  overlook'd 
and  negleded,  while  their  Contraries  are  hug'd 

^nd  crown'd  with  Succefs. When  Truth 

is  eclips'd  by  what  is  diametrically  Oppofite  to 

it.— .When  Q ks,  gjh  equipt  with  a  No- 

flrum^  fhall  fupply  the  Places  of  deferving  Ar- 
tifis. — *Then  mail  a  certain  noble  and  ufefuj 
grpf — n  fuffer,  and  be  threatened  with  the 
lame  Confufions,  and  involv'd  in  the  fame  la- 
mentable State,  with  that  fo  juftly  eomplain'd 
of,  by  that  Ingenious,  Learn'd,  and  truly  dif- 
interefted  Phylician,  Dr.  Men  jot  ^  which  for  the 
Satisfa6tion  of  the  Curious  I  have  here  fub- 
join'd. 

Let  thofe  then  who  thrive  by  purfuing  fuch 
Meafures,  obtain  their  little  Ends,  their  Ho- 
nours and  Applaufes,  @r.     Be  it  our  Endea- 
vour, as  it  is  our  Duty,  to  do  Juftice  to  the 
F  4  Ancient 


Ancient  Founders  of  our  Faculty  :  To  give 
Honour  to  whom  Honour  is  due  :  To  admire 
'em  for  their  Integrity  and  great  Skill  in  the 
Healing  An  :  To  ftudy  arid  recommend  the  di- 
ligent and  careful  Perufal  of  their  Aftonilhing 
Labours,  and  then  with  the  Learn'd  in  all  A- 
ges,  and  in  all  Nations,  v/e  mall  be  fenfible  of 
their  true  Worth  and  Ufefulnefs,  and  thereby 
be  enabl'd  Honeftly  and  Skilfully  to  difcharge 
our  Duty  each  in  our  feveral  Branches,  in 
thai  right  Manner  as  they  did  ;  which  is  the 
fincere  and  earneft  Wifh  of  him  who  can  boaft 
of  nothing  in  this  tedious  Anfwer,  but  of  the 
Sincerity  of  his  weak  Endeavours,,  to  place 
Truth  in  a  proper  Light,  for  the  Sake  and  Ho- 
nour of  the  Healing  Faculty,  and  of  the  Plea- 
fure  he  has  of  telling  You  and  the  World,  with 
what  Refpeft  and  Sincerity  he  is, 

S  I  R, 

Your  Mofi  Humble, 

And  Mofl  Obedient  Servant  , 

R.  H. 


Vide  MenjotV  Letter  m  tie  Appendix, 
was  to  have  been  here  fubjoitfJ. 

The  following  is  a  full  and  True  Copy  of 
their  Secret,  as  I  had  it.  from  a  Phyfician,  to 
whom  Mrs.  Bowles  delivered  it,  written  and 
figned  with  her  own  Hand. 

THE 


THE 

TRUE  RECEIPT 

OF    THAT 

Valuable  SECRET, 

For  CURING  all  Sorts  of 

RUPTURES 

I  N 

Men,  Women,  and  Children. 

For  one  Branch  whereof  the  King 
gave  Thomas  Renton  5000  /.  in 
Money,  500  /.  fer  Annum,  &c. 

The  Specifick  POWDER. 


of  the  Tins  Powder  of 
COMFRY  Roots  j  fevtn  Oun- 

ceSj  7^af  orie  Ounce->  am  *  $uc' 

cotrms  Aloes  one  Ounce,  Loaf 
^ar  m  P°™der  one  Ounce, 
wherein  may  be  drop  one  Dram 
of.  Oil  of  Cinnamon,  Anife,  or  Carraways,  incor- 

porate 
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'f  orate  'em  well  with  any  of  theft  Oils  the  Part? 
likes  beft,  then  add  the  other 7,  mix  Jem  all  well 
together  in  a  Mortar,  and  put  it  up  in  a  clofe 
Tin-Box  for  Ufe.  tfhe  Dofe  is  from  twenty  to 
thirty  Grains. 

2.  A  Plaifter  made  of  Oxycroceum,  and  Para- 
celfus's,  of  each  Equal  Parts  melted  together  over 
a  flow  Fire. 

3.  A  Fomentation,  made  of  St.  John's  Wort, 
Small  Century,    Red-Rofe  Leaves,   Wormwood, 
Mtlilot  Flower ~s,   Rofemary  Flowers,  of  each  a 
Handful,  boil  all  in  three  Quarts  of  Water,  to 
three  Pints  over  a  flow  Fire  clofe  covered,  then 

•-add  one  Quart  of  Claret,  let  it  boil  a  little,  then 
let  it  cool,  and  bottle  it  for  Ufe  when  fir aitfd. 

4.  Another  Fomentation,  fake  Muflard  Seed, 
four  Ounces  bruis' 'd,  boil  it  in  a  Quart  of  Water 
ten  Minutes,  then  take  it  from  the  Fire,  cool  it, 
and  [train  it  for  Ufe. 

5.  A  Poultice,  tfaife  Hemlock  Roots  frejh,  White 
Lilly  Roots  of  each  an  Equal  Quantity,  boil  them 
over  a  flow  Fire,  with  a  very  little  Water,  and 
when  tender,  and  the  Water  boiPd  from  them, 
leat  'em  in  a  Marble  Mortar  to.  a  Pap,  and  put 
*tm  in  a  Gaily -Pot  for  Ufe. 

6.  tfhe  Cauftick,  which  is  the  beft  Ott  of  Vi- 
triol, it  muft  be  put  in  a  Phial%  with  a  Glafs 
Stopple. 
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f.  A  Silver  Cauftick,  to  Is  kept  in  a  Phial 
dofe  ftopt  from  the  Air. 

8.  A  Plaifter  of  Adherniam,  tfofe  "being  fro- 
i)ided,  arc  to  be  usjd  as  follows,  ¥to  Powder  at 
Fig.  i.  is  to  be  given  one  Dofe  every  Day,  to  ex- 
pel Wind,  before  theUfe  of  the  Cauftick,  Fig.  6. 
mis  it  well  in  a  filafs  of  Anifecd-IVater,  *fea,  or 
Cold  Water  in  the  Morning,  Fafling  an  Hour  af- 
ter it.     Let  the  Patient  take  it  for  five  or  fix 
Days.     When  you  find  the  Gut  is  emptied  of 
Wind  and  dotted  Excrements,  and  that  it  goes 
lack  to  its  Place  by  laying  the  Party  on  their 
Back,  then  feel  the  Place  where  the  Breach  is, 
afterwards  put  the  Oil  of  Vitriol  in  a  China  Cup, 
having  in  Readme]}  fome  Water  in  a  Cup,   a 
good  many  Jo  ft  Rags,  a  Bandage  of  the  thinneft 
flannel,     then  dip  your  Finger  in  the  Oil  of  Vi- 
triol, and  rub  the  Part,  where  the  Breach,  is  well, 
then  let  it  dry  w,  and  wafh  your  Finger  in  Wa- 
ter, then  dip  it  in  the  Oil  again,  and  rub  the 
Part.     So  continue   till  you  fee   the   Skin   look 
White,  like  a  Blifler,  thrn  when  the  Oil  is  drfd 
in,  apply  the  Plaifier  at  Fig.  2.  being  fpread  up- 
on Leather,  and  a  thick  B oilier  of  Rags  upon  the 
Plaifter,  then  put  the  Bandage  OK,  in  two  Days 
apply  a  new  Plaifter,  and  then  renue  it  every  o~ 
th?r  Day,   till  it  logins  to  fuppurate^  and  run 
Matter,  which  will  be  in  f^cti,   eight,  nine  or 
ten  Days,  then  apply  a-Phiiicr  every  Day,  and 
when  the  Efchar  comes  off,   which  commonly  is 
within  fourteen  Days,   touck  the  Sore  with  the 
Silver  Cauftick  at  fig.  7.  and  as  often  as  there 
is  any  proud  Fh'fh,  its  to  Zv  ns'd,  and  the  Plai- 

fur 


fier  ftill  renewed  every  Day.  The  Party  is  to  lie 
en  their  Back  every  vime  they  are  Jrefsty  and 
is  to  keep  from  all  violent  Exercife.  Continue  the 
Powder  once  a  Day  during  the  Cure,  and  when 
tbe  Sore  is  healed,  aptly  a  Plaifter,  upon  the  Party 
of  Adherniam  at  tig.  8.  and  in  Cafe  the  Gut 
•will  not  reduce,  after  the  Ufe  of  the  Powder ,  as. 
'before  directed,  then  the  Fomentation,  at  Fig.  3. 
is  to  be  us'd,  as  hot  as  can  be  fujfer'd,  for  the 
Space  of  an  Hour  twice  a  Day,  till  it  reduce ; 
and  if  it  dont  do,  then  ufe  the  Fomentation  at 
Fig.  4.  the  fame  Way,  and  if  that  dont  do,  ap- 
fly  the  Poultice  at  Fig.  j.  as  hot  as  the  Patient 
can  fuffer  it,  and  if  after  ufing  all  thefe,  it  dont 
reduce,  conclude  there  is  an  Adktffion,  that  is, 
the  Gut  growing  to  fome  of  the  Parts,  and  fo  not 
Curable,  but  this  rarely  happens. 

<The  good  Effefts  of  this  Powder  is  fuch,  that 
it  not  only  Cures  Ruptures,  by  the  Method  di- 
retted,  if  Curable,  but  alfo  gives  Eafe  to  thofe  not 
Curable,  and  alfo  Cures  Windy  Cholicks,  and 
gives  Eafe  in  Fits  of  the  Stone  and  Gravel  It 
creates  a  good  Appetite,  and  helps  Dig? ft  ion. 
•Give  it  in  Anifeed-Water,  or  Ufquebach,  and  if 
it  does  not  give  Eafe,  and  purge  in  fix  Hours, 
give  a  fecond,  and  if  not  then,  give  a  third,  and 
if  not  then,  give  a  Clyfter. 

Clyfter,  made  of  Mallows,  Marfh  Mallows, 
Chamomel  Flo-wers,  of  each  one  Handful,  Juni- 
per Berries  bruised  an  Ounce,  Bay  Berries  two 
Drams,  fweet  Fennel  Seeds  one  Dram,  bruife 
*em  all,  and  boil  'em  in  a  jguart  of  Water,  to 
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)  ftrain  and  dijfohe  Lenitive  Electuary, 
Ounce,  Oil  of  Chamomel  half  an 


The  POWDER  for  CHILDREN. 

fake  the  Roots  of  Solomon's  Seal,  in  fint 
Powder,  five  Ounces,  Powder  of  Jal-af  ont 
Ounce  and  a  half,  Cocheneal  half  a  Dram,  Loaf 
Sugar  one  Ounce,  drop  ufon  it  half  a  Dram  of 
Oil  of  Amfc,  or  Carraways,  mix  'em,  and  put  it 
up  in  a  Tin-Box,  Dofe  ten  Grains  to  twenty,  m 
their  Viftuals,  or  in  yea,  or  any  Liquor  they  'mil 
take  it  in,  which  not  only  cures  'em  by  the  Me- 
thod before  directed,  but  will  alfo  Cure  V#z  with 
a  Convenient  Bandage,  that  keeps  up  the  Rup- 
ture, by  giving  it,  a  Month  or  jix  Weeks,  every 
Day.  It  alfo  Cures  Children  of  the  Gripes. 

The  Method  of  CURING  a  Watery  Rupture. 

i.  Purge  with  Jalap  in  fine  Powder  twenty 
Grains,  Rheubarb  ten  Grains,  Sweet  Mercury  fix 
Grains,  Oil  of  Cinnamon  two  Drops,  -mix  and 
make  a  Bolus  with  any  Syrup* 

i.  A  Fomentation  made  of  Garden  Valerian, 
Rofemary  Flowers,  each  a  Handful,  boil  V#z  half 
an  Hour  into  two  Quarts  of  Red-Wine,  cool  and 
[train  it  for  Ufe. 

3.  A  Poultice  made  of  f  reft  COMFRY  Roots, 
Inns'  d  in  a  Mortar,  until  its  fmooth  like  a  Con- 
ferve,  as  you  beat  it,  throw  in  by  Degrees  fome 
Hungary  Water,  and  put  it  in  a  Gally-Pot  for 
Uje. 

4- 


4.  3%e  Aftringent  Draught  of  Rook's  Liver, 
well  drfd  and  powdered  three  Drams,  Red  Saun* 
ders  two  Drams,  boil  'em  in  two  Quarts  of 
French  Claret,  to  three  Pints,  over  a  flow  Fire, 
wcil  covefd  till  boiPd,  then  ftrain  and  bottle  it 
for  Ufe. 

j.  fbe  And  Spirit  of  Salt. 

6.  tfhe  Dreffings  with  Natural  Ealfam  and 
Red  Precipitate. 

Now  begins  the  CURE. 

Let  the  Patient  Is  pitrg'd  with  the  Bolus  at 
Fig.  i.  for  fix  Times  oncfin  two  Days,  fo  as  to 

have  five  or  fix  Stools  at  a  Time Qfhen  tiff 

the  Fomentation  at  Fig.  i.  for  two  Days,  then 
toiake  an  Incision  in  the  depending  Part  0/  the 
Scrotum,  to  let  out  the  Water,  the  Wound  is  to 
le  kept  open  with  foft  Dojfills,  dipt  in  the  Stuff 
at  Fig.  6.  till  it  run  digefled  Matter ;  fo  as  to  de~ 
flroy  the  Cyflis^  or  Bag,  which  contained  the  Wa- 
ter ;  when  that  is  done,  and  it  begins  to  heal, 
then  lei  the  Patient  drink  a  Sack  Glafs  of  the 
Aftringent  Drink  at  Fig.  4.  with  thirty  or  forty 
Drops  in  it  of  that  at  Fig.  ;.  once  a  Day,  till 
the  Wound  is  quite  healed,  yben  apply  the  Poul- 
tice at  Fig.  3.  to  he  laid  all  over  the  Part,  till 
it  is  ftrong,  and  renue  as  often  as  there  is  Occa- 
fwn,  for  eight  Days  purging,  with  the  Bolus  as 
before  dire  fled,  for  five  or  fix  tfimes,  [and  then 
the  Curs  is  compleated. 

N.  £. 
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N.  B.  *fbe  Party  is  to  le  kept  very  warm  ift 
Bed,  during  the  Cure ;  and  all  Pec  fie  ttoubtd 
with  Ruptures  of  any  Kind,  muft  refrain  front 
Malt  Liquor ,  or  Garden  Stuff \  or  rift  of  any 
Kind)  Milk  or  Butter,  or  Pickles,  or  Vinegar^ 
during  their  Cure. 

Katherine  Bowles. 


This  mighty  Arcanum,  being  no  longer  a 
Secret,  to  our  Part  of  the  World,  it  now  re- 
mains, to  inquire  how  far  it  has  been  fo,  to 
thofe  of  the  Profeffion  here,  or  in  other  Parts. 
And  that  I  may  deal  fairly  with  their  Quon- 
dam Secret,  as  well  as  plainly  v/ith  thefe,  who 
made  their  Fortunes  by  it,  and  with  thofe 
who  fo  wifely,  and  fo  prudently  pufh'd  the 
Purchafmg  of  it,  "out  of  no  Sordid,  no  Selfifh 
Views,  but  from  the  Noble  and  Generous; 
Principles  of  Publick  Spiritednefs,  fo  well  be- 
coming fuch  Advifers,  who  roundly  aiTur'd 
the  Publick,  that  great  Cures  were  perform'd 
on  P-  -  rs,  who  died  unciy'd.  -  That 
their  Grande  Arcanum  Do&or  was  arriv'd  for 
the  Good  of  His  M  -  s  Ruptur'd  Subjects, 


But  in  a  more  Particular  Manner,  that  I 
may  do  Juftice  to  tfruth,  and  vindicate  an  Ho- 
nourable Profeffion,  from  the  Afperfions  thrown 
upon  it,  by  Ignorant  and  Unwary  People,  I 
ihall  take  their  Secret  to  Pieces,  and  for  Me- 

thod's 


thod's  Sake,  begin  with  their  Powder,  each  In- 
gredient whereof  I  (hall  endeavour  to  examine 
*with  that  Candour  and  Uprightnefs,  becomes 
an  Impartial  Pen.  And  as  COMFRT  and  So- 
lomon's Seal,  are  their  two  Celebrated  Speci- 
fieks,  which  form  the  Bafis  of  their  two  Pow- 
ders, I  mail  firft  of  all  take  'em  to  tafk. 

Hence,  I  hope,  not  unfeafonably,  a  very 
fiiort  and  plain  §>u<cre  offers,  viz.  Whether  the 
Roots  of  COMFRY,  and  Solomon'/  Seal,  were 
ever  reckoned  Good  againft  Ruptures,  or  recom- 
mended by  Authors,  and  us'd  by  the  Regular 
Sons  of  Arty  before  this  New  Light  in  Phyfick  ? 

The  Anfwer  is  ready,  viz.  tfhat  they  have 
not  only  been  reckoned  Good  in  Ruptures,  but  e- 
ven  efteem'd  Specificks,  not  only  recommended  by 
all  Author '.r,  'who  ever  treated  the  Subjeft,  but  pra- 
ttis'd  by  all  Phyficians^  Surgeons  and  others,  and 
continue  in  Ufe  to  this  Day. 

And  left  any  fhou'd  fancy ^  I  wou'd  pre- 
fume  to  offer  bare  Aflertions,  "in  the  Room  of 
Real  Proofs,  let  thefe  few  following,  out  of 
the  many  Authorities  I  cou'd  here  adduce, 
fuffice. 


C  H  A  P. 
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CHAP.    I. 

Of  COM  F  RT. 

by  the  Greeks  was  cali'd 
Spnpbytum,  a  ^o^t/*?,  Cougluimart,  or  as 
Matthiohis  has  it,  a  Gfattwawti  facilitate  jic  dicf 
Him,  fo  cali'd  from  its  Agglutinating  Quality. 

Tbtophraftus,  Diofcondcs,  Galen,  and  all' 

Botanick  Writers  iince  their.  Days,  rank'd  it  a- 
mongft  the  Glutinating  and  Vulnerary  Plants  j 
fo  its  Name  bears. 

By  the  Latins  it  v/as  cali'd  Sympl-ytuni)  or 

CottJoliJa  major, By  the  Italians,  Confolida 

Maggiore,  - —  By  the  Spaniards,   Suclda  ma*- 

jort, By  the  Germans,  Balhvitrs,  Baffvurt-, 

Grojkval-mirtz,  Sch^jcart^im^, By  the  Dutch, 

Waelworth  2cn&-Backwnle, — : — By  the/m/r/7, 

Conffai  grands  Confoiide  &  Oreile  a*  afne, — 

By  the  Englijb,  COMFRT  the  Greater. 

Dwfcortdes  Pedachu,  the  Chief  of  all  Sola- 
nick  Writers,  tells  us,  in  Chap.  9.  That  COM- 
FRY  glues  frem  Wounds  together,  and  cures 

Ruptures. Chap.  ic.  That  the  Juyce  of  its 

Roots,  or  the  fame  bruis'd  and  drunk,  cures 

thofe  who  fpit  Blood,  and  are  Ruptured. 

Chap.  14.  That  COMFRY  Roots  apply 'd 

to  recent  Wounds,  join  'em  together,  as  they 
do  Pieces  of  pleih  when  boil'd  with  'em,  and 
cure  thofe  v/ho  are  Ruptured. 

G  Paulas 
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Paulas  JEgimta?  lib.  7.  p.  774,  fays.  That 
COMFRT  has  an  Aftringent  Quality,  whereby 
it  cures  Spitting  of  Blood,  and  Ruptures.* 
Contributes  much  againft  fpitting  Blood,  and 
a  Hernia?  or  Rupture  where  the  Gut  falls  down. 

Lucius  Apulems?  in  his  Book  De  Virtuiibus 
fterlmrum?  tells  us,  That  COMFRT  Roots  eat 
with  Honey  Fafting,  check  all  Fluxes,  and 
cure  Ruptures. 

Orilafius?  fays,  That  COMFRT  contrafts,  is 
Aftringent,  and  cures  Ruptures  $  has  a  purging 
Quality.  . 


Amid  ems  y  Serm.  g.  pag.  309.  tells  us^ 
That  COMFRT?  which  grows  upon  Rocks, 
cures  Ruptures?  as  doth  that  of  the  Shops, 
calPd  Sympbytym  ma  jus?  Conjolida  major?  or 
COMFRT  the  Greater.  See  his  fetrab.  4.  Serm. 
i.  p.  2/7.  A  Plaifter  ad  Inteftma  prolapfa?  made 
of  an  Ounce  of  the  fine  Powder  of  COMFRT 
Roots,  with  the  Whites  of  fix  new-laid  Eggsy 
with  the  Yolks  well  beat  up,  to  be  apply'c! 
when  the  Inteltine  is  redue'd,  and  to  be  re- 
tain'd  with  a  proper  Bandage. 

Galen  mentions  its  Virtues  that  Way,  in  ma- 
ny Places,  particularly  in  lib.  8.  de  Sinipl.  Med. 
and  fays,  It  has  a  Contra&ing .  Pov/er7  cures 
Spitting  of  Blood,  and  Ruftures.^ 

Pli'vy} 
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Pliny,  in  lib.  6.  cap.  7.  That 
Ruptures,  taken  inwardly,  Enterocelas  Cohibet, 
/.  e.  keeps  the  Inteftine  from  falling  down. 

The  Bounds  I've  limited,  conftrain  me  to 
pafs  over  many  others,  as  alfo,  but  barely',  to 
mention  a  few  of  the  Arabians ;  as  Avicenna, 
call'd  the  Prince  j  Averroes,  Albatcn'ms,  Kbaju, 
and  John  Mefues,  who  indeed  excelled  'em  all, 
for  he  was  a  moft  Indefatigable  and  Diligent 
Inquirer  into  the  Faculties,  and  Virtues  of 
Simples.  See  his  Book  DC  Couj'olalione  Med. 

Mmp.  Printed  at  V ernes  apud  Luc.  Ant.  Junt. 

1/88.  where  he  diftindly  Poi»ts  out  its  Vir- 
tues againft  Ruptures.  All  thefe  whom  I  have 
nam'd,  take  Notice  of  its  Virtues  that  Way, 
as  do  a  vaft  many  others,  whom  for  Brevity's 
Sake  I  muft  here  omit. 

Gab.  fallopius9  in  his  Book  of  Simples,  Ludg. 
bat.  1520,  in  Folio.  Guido  de  Cauliaco,  in  his 
Book  of  Simpks,  Venice  1490,  in  Folio.  John, 
dc  Vigo  of  Simples,  Lyons  1418,  in  Quarto.  Va- 
lerius Cordus^  who  augmented  piojcorides  with 
moft  Noble  Notes,  in  his  Hiftory  of  Plants, 
1564,  in  Folio.  Hermolaiis  Bar  bants,  a  Vene- 
tian, on  the  Five  Books  of  D'wfcoridts,  Cologne 
by  Jo.  Soter,  Folio,  have  all  mention'd  its  Vir- 
tues that  Way. 

It  was  call'd  by  Brwisfdlius,  Confoiida  major. 

See  Icon.  Herb.  Vro.  1/39,  in  Folio.     By  John 

Agricola,  EMU-JUS  Cord  us,  and  feveral  others, 

G  2  Solidago 
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Solidago  major,  and  by  'em,  faid  to  be  fpecial 
Gtiod  againit  Ruptures. 

RtieU'uis  de  natura  Stirpium,  apud  Colin  turn, 
1^36.  pag.  775.  Vuheribus  fanandis  ianta  eft 
prtfftantia,  ut  Carnes  cum  coquantur  Conglutinet, 
offibus  fraftis  medetur',  that  it's  an  Excellent 
Vulnerary,  joins  Pieces  of  Flefh  together,  when 

fcoiPd  with  it,  and  cures  broken  Bones,  @\ 

Ruptis  ac  Everfu,  Sympbyti  Radices  medentur ; 
that  COMFRY  cures  Ruptures,  where  the  Guts 

are  turn'd  out. Illit<e  etiam  Enteroceles  co- 

Jnbent,  L  e.  when  apply 'd  it  retains  the  Gut, 
when  replac'd  from  falling  down. 

Hieronymus  rfragus,  a  German,  De  Stirpium 
tiatura,  p.  241.  tells  us,  That  COMFRY  Roots 
are  of  greater  Ufe  in  Phyfick  than  the  Leaves ; 
Excellent  in  the  Cure  of  Ruptures,  and  moft 
convenient  for  Wounds,  both  Internal  and  Ex- 
ternal.   That  it's  *a  common  Praftice  a- 

mongft  Surgeons,  to  mix  the  Powder  of  COM- 
FRY  Roots  with  their  Plaifters,  which  they     • 
find  Excellent  againft  Ruptures,   and  broken 
Bones,  as  daily  Experience  teftifies, 

Mcttthiohs,  who  was  by  far  the  moft  Cele- 
brated Commentator,  on  Diofcorides,  enlarg'd 
by  Cafpar  Baukin,  fays,  That  COMFRY  the 
Greater  cures  Ruptures,  and  broken  Eones ;  car- 
ties  enim  cum  Symphyto  decoftt  coalefcutit. 

Symplytum,  fays  he,   a  Glutinandi  facultate 
,  undt  &  Confolida  duum  generum.     Diof- 
S)mphytum  p?tr<cum  &  alterum,   Con}. 

mag. 


wag.    C.  B.  Sympb.  Alt.  Lacuna.     Cordus  m 
Diofcorid.  in  tiift.  Caff,  ^fabernamont. 


j  pag.  165.  of  his  Works  Printed  at 
Hanover,  tells  us,  That  COMFRY  Roots  bruis'd 
and  drunk  cure  Spitting  of  Blood,  green 
Wounds,  and  Ruptures  ',  &  mmuinn  conajas 
Came  s  cogunt  fi  una  coquantitr. 


in  his  Univerfal  Hiftory  of  Plants, 
in  three  Volumes  Ebrodimi^  in  Folio,  in  Vol. 
3.  p.  ^93.  look  for  Symphytum  majus,  and  there 
you'll  have  a  full,  and  molt  diitindt  Account 
of  the  Virtues  of  COMFRT,  efpecially  for  Cu- 
ring Rupti.rts. 


Spigdius,  in  his  Works  Printed  at  ua^ 
1608.  As  alfo  Jo.  Gco.  St;hffkivsy  at  Franc  fort  ^ 
1608,  both  mention  its  Virtues  againft  Rup- 
tures. 

Dodontus^  in  his  Book  of  Plants,  at  Ant- 
wtrp,  Ibid,  tells  us,  That  COMFRY  t  Roots 
bruis'd  and  drunk,  cure  both  Internal  and  Ex: 
ternal  Wounds,  Spitting  of  Blood,  and  Rup- 
tures. 

Gtnar'd,  pag.  660,  fays,  That  the  Roots  -of 
COMFRY  ftamp'd,  and  the  Juyce  drunk  v/ith 
Wine,  help  thofe  who  Tpit  Blood,  and  heal  all. 
Wounds  and  Burftings,  that  is,  Ruptures, 


in  his  Theatre  of  Plants,  Lond, 
1640,  pag.  523,  Symfbytum  mains  vulgar  ef  com- 
mon great  COMFRY,   full,  of  a  Glutinous  or 
G  3  Clammy 
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Clammy  "fuyce,  cures  frelh  Wounds,  by  glew- 
ing  their  Lips  together,  and  is  fpecial  Good  for 
fyiptu^es,  and  broken  Bones. 


Chap.  9.  Seel.  i.  fays,  That  COA/- 
FRT  cures  all  Rupiurcs,  provided  the  Part  af- 
fefted  beheld  up  with  a  good  Bandage,  and 
every  third  Day,  a  Cataplafm  of  the  fame  Root 
be  apply'd  with  Croc,  martis  aftrwgens,  and  dul- 
cified Earth  of  Vitriol  :  See  his  Extraft,  or  as 
he  calls  it,  Blood  of  COMFRY,  Dofe  half  a 
Dram  ;to  one  Dram,  walhing  it  down  with 
Vulnerary  Potions,  Red  "Wine,  &c.  It's  to 
be  us'd  a  Philofophical  Month,  that  is,  Forty 
Days. 

Holler  ins,  a  Celebrate^  Parifian  Phyfician, 
highly  commends  the  Juyce,  or  Powder  of 
COM  FRY  Roots,  Solomons  Seal,  &c.  in  •Rup- 
tures, 

^  Bayrns,  in  his  Chap,  of  Ruptures,  fays,  That 
COMFRTy  and  Solomons  Scal^  in  Powder,  with 
Red  Wine,  cure  Ruptures'*  -  l/aac  fays  the 
very  fame. 

Etmuller,  pag.  101,  fays,  The  Roots  of  the 
.Greater  COMFRY,  are  to  be  gathered  in  the 
Month  of  March,,  and  April,  ancl  even  at  Full 
Moon,  then  they  are  teft,     It's  a  Celebrated 
Vulnerary,    both    inwardly    taken,    and  out- 
wardly apply'd.-  -------  It  may  be  given  in  Pow- 

der f  xtraft,"  or  by  Way  of  Electuary,  but  not 
altogether  fo  conveniently  in  a  Decoction. 

The 


The  Learrfd  Geiger,  in  his  Kelegraphia,  or 
Treatife  on  Ruptures,  at  Munich,  1631,  tells 
us,  That  amongft  the  Simples,  faid  to  be  Spe- 
cificks  in  Ruptures,  Symphytttm  majus,  or  Confo- 
lida  major,  which  we  call  COMFRY  the  Grea- 
ter, Polygonatum,  calPd  Sigilliim  &ancl<e  Maru -, 
and  we  Solomon^  Seal,  &c,  were  Efteem'd  by 
the  Ancients  Good  a^ainft  Ruptures,  all  artful- 
ly dry'd,  and  given  in  Powder  to  Children,  in 
their  Victuals,  Milk,  gx.  that  they  wonder- 
fully Cur'd  Ruptures,  as  did  all  the  Filix's,  ef- 
pecially  the  Ofmond  Royal  perfoliaia,  &c. 

COMFRY,  fays  Sir  Jobn  Flayer,  in  his  Phar- 
macoba~.anos,  is  Clammy,  mealy,  and  mucila- 
ginous, by  which  it's  good  in  (harp  Rheums, 
IJlcers  of  the  Lungs,  and  Kidneys,  and  in 
jBloody  Fluxes.  It's  an  Excellent  Vulnerary, 

and  moft  ufed  in  Ruptures. The  Roots  of 

COMFRY,  Solomon's  Seal,  &c.  as  alfo  all  fuch 
as  by  their  Mucilages,  which  are  very  Clam- 
my, glewing,  frefh  Wounds  together,  are  the 

only  proper  Conglutinatives. Solomorfs  Seal 

call'd  Polygonalum  vulgar e,  is  (fays  he)  Muci- 
laginous," its  Roots  and  Leaves  are  a  little  bi- 
ting or  pungent  without  Aftringency.  It's  u- 
fed  boil'd  in  Wine,  or  in  Pov/der  for  Rup- 
tures.  1  did  not  obferve  the  Bitterifhnefs 

nor  Aftringency  (as  Gulen  did)  which  join'd 
to  a  Mucilage,  and  Acrimony,  will  certainly 
render  it  Purgative. 

Parkinfon,  pag.  700,  fays,  The  Roots  of  <&f 
Qtfs  Seal,  help  to  knit  and  join  broken  pones, 
G  4  and 
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and  the  moft  affured  Refuge,  or  Help  for  Rup- 
tures and  Burftings. 

Michael  Joanne*  Pa/chaHus,  in  his  Melh,  Cur. 
lib.  J.  cap.  60.  de  Herniai  Mihi  Crede,  Inquit, 
quod  ft  Juvems  30 \  Re/upinus  dies  quit/cat,  &  de 
die  drachwm  Un.  Pith.  Con/olid*  maj.  cum  Jure 
pedum  Ariel  is  ^  vel  vino  aftnngente^  wane  Acci- 
piaf,  Recens  Curalitur  Hernia, 

Believe  me,  fays  he,  if  a  Boy  lie  on  his 
Back  quietly  thirty  Days,  and  take  one  Dram 
of  the  Powder  of  COMFRT  Roots,  in  Broth, 
or  Aftringent  Red  "Wine,  every  Morning,,  du- 
ring that  Time,  any  Recent  Rupture  will  te 
Cur'd. 

Cbriftopber  Roefler,  an  Eminent  Phyfician 
prefcrib'd  to  his  own  Son,  who  had  a  compleat 
Rupture^  this  Powder,  which  Cur'd  him,  the 
Gut  being  firft  put  up.  Take  thorough- Wax, 
and  Saracen's  Confound,  of  each  two  Ounces 
and  half;  Moufe-ear,  COMFRY  Roots  of  each 
half  an  Ounce,  Sugar  Penid  five  Drams,  mix 
and  make  a  Powder  to  be  taken  every  Day, 
one  Dram  in  Broth,  he  kept  much  in  Bed, 
and  with  a  fit  Plaifter,  and  proper  Trufs,  he 
was  happily  Cur'd. 

John  Frederick  Almaclerus,  a  famous  Surge- 
on at  Franckfort,  us'd  much  the  fame  v/ith  the 
Addition  of  Horfe-Tail,  Anife  and  Carraways- 
£eed,  of  each  half  an  Ounce. 

John 


John  Baftifta  Sit  omits  ,  gave  the  Powder  of 
COMFRY  Roots,  with  a  Plaifter,  wherein 
COMFRY  was  Chief,  with  Mafiich.  G.  Elem- 
rii,  Tacham.  ggr.  applied  warm,  which  gene- 
rally fucceeded. 


BcrnljardVcrfa~cla,  Phyfician  at  /?#///, 
CompendizM  Riwius,  &c.  order'd  This,  M 


who 
orn- 

ing and  Night  for  forty  Days.  Take  of  Tor- 
mentil,  Biftort,  and  COMFRY  Roots,  of  each 
one  Ounce,  Ladies-Mantle,  Agrimony,  of  each 
one  Handful,  Red-Rofes,  and  Pomegranates, 
of  each  two  Pugils,  Annifeeds,  as  much  as  is 
fufficient  for  two  Pints  of  Wine,  and  one  of 
Water,  which  together  with  a  Rupture  Plaiiier, 
generally  did  the  Bufinefs. 

John  Uldaric  Rumhrus,  an  Auguftan  Phyfi- 
cian, happily  Cur'd  Childrens  Ruptures  witli 
the  Powder  of  COMFRY  Roots,  and  this  Plai- 
fter. Take  COMFRY  Roots  one  Ounce  and 
half,  Saracens  Confound,  Agrimony,  Cloves, 
Fennel  Seeds,  Millefoil,  Plantain,  of  each  one 
Handful,  Fntnkincenfe,  Galls,  Cyprefs-Nuts, 
of  each  fix  Drams,  Tormentil,  Serpentaria  or 
Snake-Root,  of  each  an  Ounce,  v/ith  Turpen- 
tine Q.  S.  M-  t 


Hitroupnus  Rtufucr^  p.  53,  Cur'd  Childrens 
Ruptures  v/ith  a  Draught  Morning  and  Night, 
y/herein  belldes  Moufe-ear,  Fiuellin,  Ladies- 
Mantle,  Avens,  '&.  COMFRY  v/as  Chief 
Ingredient—  —  pag.  97,  Obf.  182,  he  tells  us 
of  a  Monk,  who  was  Ruytur'd  on  both  Sides 

by 
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by  a  Fall,  and  happily  Cur'd  by  the  long  Ufe 
of  a  Syrup  made  of  Vulnerary  Plants,  where- 
of COMFRY  was  Chief. 

In  the  Rofa  Anglic  an  a,  we  have  the  follow- 
ing Deco&ion  for  Ruptures,  or  rather  Syrup. 
Take  Plantain,  Rofes,  black  and  white  Tacea, 
COMFRY,  Avens,  Valerian,  Horfe-Tail,  Ver- 
vain, of  each  one  Handful,  Liverwort  two 
Handfuls,  Cinamon,  Nutmegs,  white  and  red 
Coral,  of  each  half  an  Ounce,  Sugar  fix  Pounds, 

or  what  fuffices. There's  alfo  a  Liniment 

wherein  COMFRY  is  Chief. 

Dr.  Fuller,  in  his  Pharmacopeia  Extemp.  has 
this  following  Powder  for  Ruptures,  Take 
Roots  of  Solomon's  'Seal,  COMFRY  the  Grea- 
ter, Annifeeds,  of  each  one  Dram,  mix  and 
make  a  Powder  Dofe,  to  a  Child  fifteen  Grains 
twice  a  Day.  To  Adults  two  Scruples.  It  exi 
pels  Wind,  eafing  Pain,  and  confolidating  the 
Parts,  warning  it  down  tfrith  four  Ounces,  of 
#n  Aftringent  Deco&ion,  whereof  COMFRY 
is  the  Chief  Ingredient.  See  Decoft.  Stiptic. 

Daniel  LudovicuSj    in  his  Pharmacopeia  mo- 
o  fctculo  appUcnta,  has, 

tfbis  POWDER  for  Ruptures. 
Take  COMFRY  Roots  in  fine  Powder  one 
Dram  and  a  half,  Rupture-wort  one  Dram, 
thorow  Wax  half  a  Dram,  Sugar-Candy  one 
Ounce,  mix  and  make  a  Pmacr  to  be  taken 
every  Morning,  for  a  Month,  in  the  Syrup  of 
COMFRY. 

Boyl'Q 
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Boyl's  POWDER  fir  Ruptures. 
Take  Roots  of  Solomon's  Seal,  in  fine  Pow- 
der one  Dram,  or  two  Scruples,  in  Broth  or 
French  Red-Wine  every  Morning  for  thirty 
Days. 

Purmamis,  a  German  Surgeon,  in  his  Cbirur* 
gia  Curwfa,  gave  Children  the  following 

POTION. 

Take  Roots  of  Solomon's  Seal,  half  an  Ounce, 
Seeds  of  Creffes  fix  Drams,  Sanicle,  FJuellin, 
of  each  half  a  Handful,  Afhbark  half  an  Ounce, 
boil  in  one  Pound  of  Water,  add  half  an  Ounce 
of  Carminative  Water,  Spirit  of  Salt  half  a 
Dram,  Syrup  of  Oranges,  as  much  as  is  fufri- 
cient,  mix  and  make  a  Potion,  whereof  two  or 
three  Ounces  may  be  given,  for  fometime 
Fafting. 


m  commends  a  Dram  of  the  Pov/- 
der  of  COMFRY  Roots,  with  the  Seeds  of  Per- 
foliata,  or  thorow  Wax,  drinking  after  it  French 
Claret,  for  thirty  Days. 

Mynficht  in  his  Armamentarium  Chymic,  feel. 
25.  35.  has  a  Deception  for  Curing  Ruptures 
where  COMFRY  is  Chief. 

Macafeus,  in  his  Prouiftuarhtm  'inattri?  med. 
p.  80  1.  cap.  1  8.  has  Divert  us  a  diftindl  Ac- 
count of  the  Simples  us'd  ap.ainft  Ruptures, 
'mongit  which  are  the  P.oots  of  fob-won*  $  Seal, 
CQMFRY,  Valerian,  &„  -He  has  alfo  a  De- 
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co&ion,  Contra  Hcrniam  Intefitm,  of  COMFRY 
Roots,  Geranium^  Herb  Robert,  ggh  call'd  by 
JViichard,  the  Vulnerary  Decoftion. — -He has 

Spirit  of  Nitre,  and  Spirit  of  Salt Baliam 

of  fal.  gem.  Effence  of  COMFRY,  Rupture- 
wort, thorough-Wax,  for  Ruptures,  by  Mi- 
chael and  feveral  others,  as  So]enana^  Com- 
pofitions,  Grulingius*s9  Tilingius*^  g§h  in  all 
which  COMFRY  was  ftiil  the  Chief  Ingre- 
dient. 

Sir  Kenelm  Digby's  Recipes,  p.  107. 
Take  Roots  of  Solomon's  Seal,  Hind's  Tongue, 
Maiden  Hair,  of  each  one  Handful,  wafh  'em, 
pick,  ftamp,  and  boil  'em  in  four  Pounds  of 
white  Wine,  Dofe  four  Ounces  twice  a  Day, 
till  the  Perfon  is  Cur'd. 

Gennadius**  POWDER  from  Quercetan  by 
Schroder,  Franc.  1648.  4to  p.  427. 

Take  COMFRY  Roots  half  an  Ounce,  Rup- 
ture-wort one  OuHce,  feal'd  Earth,  Cinamon, 
Fennel  Seeds,  of  each  one -Dram,  Sugar  of 
Rofes,  as  much  as  you  pleafe,  mix  and  make 
a  Powder,  to  be  given  every  Morning  Fafting, 
not  negle&ing  a  fit  Trufs,  ufing  in  the  mean 
Time  our  Diaco6toric  Balfam,  which  mightily 
dries,  and  contracts  the  Relaxed  Parts. 

Simon  Pauli,  in  his  Qua Jruparti turn  Botani- 
cuni)  1668,  410,  tells  us,  That  the  vulgar  Peo- 
ple ufe  the  Conferve  of  COMFRY  Roots  for 
their  Ruptures,  becaufe  of  its  Agglutinating 
and  Confolidating  Quality. 

If 
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If  thefe  few,  out  of  the  vaft  Number  of  Au- 
thorities (all  as  plain  as  they  are  Uncontefta- 
ble)  be  not  fufficient  to  prove  the  precife  Time 
when  the  Virtues  of  COMFRY,  and  Solomon's 
Seal  that  Way  were  firit  found  out.  Let  them 
at  leaft  ferve  to  Ihew  us,  that  thefe  two  Sim- 
ples have  been  us'd  for  Ruptures  by  the  Anci- 
ent Greek  Phyficians,  and  handed  down  to  us 
without  Interruption,  by  all  whoever  treated 
that  Subject,  and  that  thefe  fame  are  (till  re- 
commended by  all  Authors,  and  in  all  Nati- 
ons, for  what  fome  call  Specifiers  in  Ruptures. 

Were  the  Roots  of  COMFRY,  Solomon's 
Seal,  and  others  calPd  Specificks,  with  their 
Fotus's,  Cataplafms,  and  Plaifters,  @\  only  to 
be  heard  of  'mongft  the  -Greek  and  Arabian 
Writers,  they  might  have  had  room  to  lay 
fome  Claim  to  the  Word  Secret ;  but  when  all 
that  ever  wrote  in  the  Englifb  Tongue,  and  a- 
ny  Way  handled  that  Subject,  have  plainly 
and  diftinclly  pointed  out  to  us  their  Virtues 
that  Way,  and  all  Difpenfatories  both  at  Home 
and  Abroad,  from  thofe  of  the  firft  Rank  to 
the  laft,  have  mention'd  their  Virtues  as  Spe- 
eificks  in  Ruptures,  at  leaft  ordered  'em  in 
Ruptur'd  Cafes.  1  think  the  making  a  Secret 
of  (uch,  can  proceed  from  no  lefs  than  Ign — ce, 

fupported  and  pulh'd  on  by  Imp ce,  the 

firit  not  fo  defpicable  a  Deficiency  as  fome  have 
fancied  it,  the  other  the  greateft  and  readieft 
Accomplilhment  fuch  Adepts  can  boaft  of. 

Have 
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Have  not  their  darling  Authors,  Culpepptr 
and  Salmon,  &c.  thefe  noted  ^uack-wrigbts  in- 
ftru&ed  every  Gardner,  old  Woman,  and  all 
that  cou'd  but  read  their  A  E  C's,  that  COM 
FRY  Roots,  Solomotfs  Seal,  with  Rupture-wort, 
and  many  more,  were  good  againft  Ruptures^ 
which  if  they,  or  any  of  'em,  be  fo  filly  as  not 
to  believe,  let  'em  confider  their  Names,  being 
fo  called  from  their  Virtues  that  Way. 

So  much  for  their  two  Celebrated  Specificks : 
I  now  proceed  to  the  Purgative  Ingredients  in 
their  Powder. 


CHAP.    II, 

Of  ALOES, 


THIS  is  fo  well  known  to  every  Prentice 
Boy,  that  I  mould  not  here  ofler  to  fay 
any  Thing  of  it,  were  it  not  that  I  woivd  not 
Jet  flip  this  Occafion,  to  fhew  a  little  of  what 
the  Ancients  knew  concerning  it,  and  that  it 
has  been  one  of  the  moft  noted  Purgatives  in 
Ruptures.  All  the  Cricks  us'd  it  to  their  Rup- 
tur'd  Patients,  fee  Oribafius,  Cap.  icy.  p.  327. 
Sumi  ^  tarn  quotidie  pot  eft  a  C<fna  Aloes,  Sterna- 
cloo  flacidiffima  eft  in  Catapotiis,  which  we  call 
Pills,  as  tv/o  or  three,  Ciceris  magnitud.  j'umiio, 

or 
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or  more,  Ut  Evacuandi  neteflitas  poftulanit,  &c. 
See  what's  faid  of  Aloes  by  Jo.  Matt  Is.  Durdjlant, 
of  Aloe,  1^67,  in  8vo.— — -Mender  ems  dloeda- 
numMarocoftm.  Aug.  Vend.  ap.  Cbnfl.  Mag.  1616, 

in  Svo. •' Joanmus  de  Ut  Hit  alt  piL  Aloet* 

1630,  in  Svo. 

AH  the  Rinds  of  Aloes  were  well  known  to 
^he  Ancients,  the  beft  of  them  is  the  Succotrine. 

• Ritfus,  who  liv'd  long  before  Galen y-  tells 

us,  That  when  the  Stomach  and  Inteftines 
were  loaded  with  vifcid  cold  Humours,  Moes 
fetch'd  them  fafely  away. 

The  Ancients  generally  us'd  Aromaticks  with 
Aloes,  as  Cloves,  Cinamon,  &c.  one  Dram 
and  a  half  was  their  common  Dofe,  fometimcs 
two  Drams,  ab  Aureo  uno  ad  duos^  fays  Mefiies  } 
Aureusj  was  the.  fame  with  the  Arabians  as  our 
Drachm. 

Experience  has  plainly  taught  all  v/ho  ufe 
Aloes  long  and  much,  that  it  opens  the  Haemor- 
hoidal  Veffels,  which  Fallopius  fays,  he  had 
feen  a  thoufand  Times,  and  of  one  Hundred 
who  had  us'd  Aloes  for  a  long  Time,  Ninety 
were  troubl'd  v/ith  a  Fluxus  Haemorrhoidamm, 
cmmtjfo  <vero  Aloes  Ufa  dauduntur  venx  ilLt,  lea- 
ving off  the  Ufe  of  Aloes,  thefe  Veins  fhut  up. 
They  fometimes  diffolv'd  Aloes  in  a  Deception 
of  Rheubarb,  or  an  Infufion  of  Rofes  which 
purg'd  fafely,  and  ftrengthen'd  the  Stomach. 


They 
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They  often  purg'd  their  Riiptur'd  Patients 
with  the  Pil.  hier<e,  and  Pil.  Aloefhangin^^  are 
nothing  elfe  than  Mefuefs  Aromatick  Pills. 

Innumerable  are  the  Compofitions  which 
have  been  contriv'd  and  us'd  by  the  v/ife  An- 
cients, and  handed  down  to  us,  wherein  Aloes , 
or  Aloes  lota,  were  the  Chief  and  Principal  In- 
gredients. 

Was   not  Aloes  the  Chief  in  Mefues^s  Sto- 

machick  Pills. Rufus's  Pills. Pil.  Pe- 

ftilential  Awcenn^  &c. Bennefs  Pills. 

Angelick  Pills  in  Bates. Angelick  Pills  in 

Sola.  •  •     '  -•  Grulingnis's  Pills. Bontius's  Pills 

in  great  Efteem  'mongft  the  Dutch. The 

Frankfort  Pills.  <-  Auderfon\  or  the  Scots 
Pills. Maracoftimis's  Extract The  fa- 
mous Effence  of  Cover d'mgius  was  little  elfe  but 

Aloss. Emanuefs  Pills.     In  (hort,  There's 

hardly  any  purging  Pill  without  Aloes  in  its 
Compofition. 

Aloes  was  order'd  in  Form  of  Pills  (fays 
Wc&ctmdt'-)  for  its  Bitternefs  from  half  to  a 
whole  Scruple. 

Paul  in  his  Firft  Book,  Ch.  43,  gave  Aloes 
after  Supper,  in  a  fmall  Quantity,  fo  as  it  did 
not  difturb,  but  rather  fortify 3d  the  Stomach, 
and  gently  inov'd  the  Faeces  downward. 

Were  we  to  confulf  the  Compofitions  of  the 
Ancient  Greeks ,  and  Rccifzs  of  the  Arabian  Phy- 

ficians, 


ficians,  we  fhou'd  find  that  Cinamon,  Cloves, 
and  other  Spices,  v/ere  always  us'd  with  their 
Purgatives,  as  Galen  has  well  obferv'd,  That 
when  ftrong  Purgatives  are  given,  it's  fit  fuch 
Aromaticks,  or  warm  Spices  be  mix'd  with 
them,  for  ftrong  Phyfick  always  relaxeth  the 
Stomach  and  Guts,  Vide  Gal.  3.  SimpL  Med* 
fac.  c.  14.  and  thefe  are  what  Sir  John  Floyer 
means  by  fweet  Aromaticks,  the  Effe&s  of 
which  on  the  Body  (fays  he)  are  to  warm  the 
Stomach,  difcufs  and  expel  Wind,  they  ftrenth- 
en  the  Fibres  of  the  Stomach,  Membranes, 
and  nervous  Parts,  and  by  their  Volatile  Parti- 
cles become  Cordials  :  Thefe  are  accounted 
Carminatives,  becaufe  they  rarefie  the  flatuous 
Exhalations  from  the  Chyle,  in  the  Prim<e  Vi<ty 
and  fo  difcufs  them. 

When  the  Ancients  gave  their  Catapotia, 
which  we  call  Pills,  or  any  other  dry  Phyfick, 
after  the  Example  of  their  Great  Matter  hippo? 
crates,  they  gave  Apofcems,  medicated  Wines, 
and  other  Liquids,  by  Help  whereof  the  dry 
Phyfick  might  be  the  more  readily  difiblv'd, 
and  fo,  fooner  convey'd  to  the  Inteftines,  and 
this  in  general  was  call'd  Af  enema  by  the  Greeks. 
••  '  Hippocrates  fometimes  us'd  Apofcems  of 
the  Nature  of  the  Purgative ;  but  v/hen  his 
Patients  were  delicate,  he  gave  them  after  it, 
Cremor  hordit,  Jus  pulli,  Chicken  Broth,  and 
the  like. 

Rufus  orders  ftrong  Purgatives  to  be  mix'd 
v/ith  weak,  as  Scammony  with  Lenitive  Ele- 
ftuary,  or  Marmalade,  adding  with  Hippo* 
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crates,  an  Aromatick,  and  with  Mefues  a  little 

Zinger,  Ut  augeatur  facultas  medicamentL 

And  we  find  a  little  ftrong  Cinamon  "Water, 
Aq.  mirabilis,  and  the  like,  prudently  order'd 
by  Phyficians  of  the  beft  Prattice,  in  common 
purging  Potions. 

Fallopius  tells  us,  That  the  wife  Ancients  ge- 
nerally prepared  their  Patients  Bodies,  before 
they  gave  ftrong  Purgatives,  as  Hippocrates 
Seel:.  2.  Aph.  9.  Corpora  dum  Quifpiam  pur  gar  e 
voluerit  opportet  fluid  a  facere,  he  who  will  purge 
Bodies,  muft  firft  make  'em  permeable,  and 
this  is  moft  effectually  done  by  a  moift,  liquid, 
and  mollifying  Diet. 

Galen  that  faithful  Interpreter  of  Hippocrates, 
upon  that  Aphorifm,  tells  us  by  Preparation, 
@r.  what  he  means.  If  the  Humours  be  grofs 

they  are  to  be  attenuated  and  cut. If  vif- 

dd  to  be  deterg'd. If  putrid  to  be  concoft- 

ed,  elfe  the  Evacuation  wou'd  not  fucceed,  but 
prove  violent. The  Preparation  then  con- 
lifts  in  Opening,  that  is^  removing  fuch  Hu- 
mours as  may  ftuff  and  obftrudT;  the  Glands, 
and  fmall  Mouths  of  their  Veffels,  which  is  of- 
ten done^  by  detergent  and  attenuating  Things, 
as  Whey  with  a  little  Manna,  and  Syrup  of 
Pale-Rofes,  &c.  which  open  by  Cleanfmg  the 
Mouths  of  the  Veffels,  and  fo  thefe  Pafiages, 
through  which  their  Purges  were  to  be  carried, 
being  open,  the  Body  was  faid  to  be  prepafd. 
See  Galen,  Lib.  2.  Aph.  Com.  9,  SEtius  tr.  i. 
Serm.  3.  Cap.  23.  and  Antylm  fays,  When  you 
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wou'd  purge,  you  muft  pre-attenuate  the  Hu- 
mours 


Pravm  Ckymus  ad  exitum  fi  compdlatur 
per  digefiionem  non  emtndato,  aut  difficulter^  e- 
Wicuari  pojfcy  aut  membra  Chymus  non  digtftus 
trattfibit  offenders  Vide  Arnold,  de  Villa  No- 
va Dod.  4.  c.  13.  Aph.  3. 

Sometimes  they  prepar'd  their  Patients  by  oi- 
ly Clyfters,  and  others  of  fuch  Ingredients  as 
were  able  to  cut  and  attenuate  vifcid,  tough  Pi- 
tuit,  gx.  by  the  Help  of  which  Clyfters,  the 
Vifcera  and  Pr&cordia  before  comprefs'd,  were 
reliev'd,  and  thus  their  Bodies  were  faid  to  be 
prepar'd  for  their  intended  Phyfick. 

It  fometimes  falls  out,  that  in  certain  Con- 
ftitutions,  if  Clyfters  be  not  premis'd,  dry  Phy- 
fick as  Pills,  Extradls,  Powders,  @r.  do  only 
raife  Gholicks,  Gripes,  &c.  and  often  excite  vo- 
miting inftead  of  purging  ;  and  if  the  Dofe  be 
ftrong,  it  rather  vomits  than  purges.  I  have 
often  feen  PH.  ex  duolus,  when  in  a  large  Dofe, 
as  two  Scruples,  vomit  inftead  of  purging,  and 
grip'd  thofe  who  took  'em  prodigiouily,  when 
a  gentle  Dofe  of  Liquid  Phyfick,  fuch  as  a  So- 
lution of  Manna  in  Whey,  an  Infufion  of  Sen- 
na, with  Syrup  of  Pale-Rofes,  or  any  other 
Liquid  Phyfick,  wou'd  have  purg'd  'em  copi- 
oufly.  -  And  this,  I  think,  is  agreeable  to 
the  Experience  of  thofe,  v/ho  have  been  molt 
diligent  in  their  Obfervations,  upon  Experi- 
ments on  the  different  Effe&s  of  Purgatives.  -- 
Daniel  Ludoiicu^  in  his  Pbarmacoftta  moderno 
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facitlo  applicaia,  tells  us,  That  SoliJa  tar  Juts 
cpcrantur^  becaufe  the  Aftion  of  Purgatives 
chiefly  depends  upon  its  acrid,  mucilaginous 
Salt  or  Rofm ;  and  it's  pretty  plain,  that  a  pro- 
portionable Dofe  of  Diagred  in  the  Cornacbini 
Powder,  when  infus'd  over  Night  in  a  Cup 
of  cold  Water,  will  operate  much  brifker  than 


the  fame  Quantity  of  Diagred,  when  given 
dry,  .viz.  in  Powder,  Pills,  or  Extraft,  which 
beifore  they  operate,  rnuft  be  refolv'd  into  their 
mucilaginous  Mafs ;  and  this  is  the  more  Ap- 
parent, that  thofe  who  have  taken  Powders, 
Pills,  or  Extra&s,  don't  generally  purge  well, 
till  after  repeated  Draughts  of  warm  Broths, 
or  other  warm  Liquids,  by  which  they  are  re- 
folv'd. 

But  fuch  Things  being  plain  to  all  who 
have  been  acquainted  with  Pra&ice,  I  ihall  in- 
lift  no  further,  nor  had  I  dwelt  fo  long  upon 
the  Subjeft  of  Purgatives  here,  had  I  not  be- 
liev'd  thefe  few  Cautions  relating  to  their  Ufe, 
might  afford  fome  ufeful  Hints  to  young  Pra- 
ftitioners. 


C  H  A  P. 


CHAR    III. 

Of  JALAP. 


THIS  is  fo  commonly  and  univerfally 
known,  that  to  infift  on  it  here,  any  fur- 
ther than  barely  to  mention  its  being  brought 
to  us  in  dry'd  Pieces  from  Ntfp'fy***)  wou'd 
be  taking  up  the  Room,  other  Things  more 
immediately  concern'd  in  my  main  Subjedt 
may  juftly  claim ;  the  frelheft  and  moft  ponder- 
ous, whofe  Rofm  ihines  when  broken,  is  beft. 
Its  Powder,  efpecially  when  new-done,  is  cer- 
tainly the  readieft,  as  well  as  the  beft  Purge 
(due  Regard  being  had  to  its  Dole)  that  our 
Shops  afford.  It  has  for  that  very  Reafon,  ob~ 
tain'd  mightily  'mongft  the  Country  People, 
through  almoft  all  Europe  for  Ages  paft,  who 
without  any  further  Charges  or  Ceremony, 
than  wafhing  it  down  with  a  Cup  of  warm 
Ale,  or  Wine,  are  provided  with  a  good  Purge 

in  feveral  Cafes. Nature,  fays  Boldne^  feems 

to  have  furnifh'd  it  with  the  beft  Corrector  in 
its  Produftion,  whence  it  is  that  the  Simple 
Powder  of  the  Root  is  the  beft  Way  of  ta- 
king it. 

Rolfineius,  and  moft  other  Authors,  order  it 
frefh,  juft  as  it  is  put  in  Powder  ;  for  when  its 
Powder,  as  well  as  that  of  Ipccacuan,  and  o- 
Jher  Vegetables  is  long  kept,  it  lofes  much  of 
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its  Efficacy.  The  fame  Rolfine.  tells  us,  That 
it  fhou'd  be  fweetn'd  with  Sugar,  with  a  few 
Guts  of  any  Aromatick  Oil,  or  with  the  Effence 
of  Citrons,  but,  fays  he,  if  you  are  to  mix  it 
in  Form  of  a  Bolus,  it's  bpft  done  with  Syrup 
of  Citrons,  Nutmegs,  or  Cinamon,  q.  s. 

Purging  Powders  (fays  Etmulhr)  stre  not 
improperly  mixM  with  a  few  Guts  of  Oil  of 
Anife,  Nutmegs,  Mace,  &c.  becaufe  they  are 
grateful  to  the  Stomach,  and  becaufe  they  arc 
Carminative,  E.  G. 

A  Purging  Powder. 

Take  Jalap  in  fine  Powder  one  Scruple, 
Cr  em-tartar  half  a  Scruple,  mix  and  make  a 
Powder,  to  which  add  Oil  of  Anife,  Guts  two, 
in  a  little  Sugar,  here,  fays  he,  Jalap  is  the 
Bafis.  The  delicate  add  Oil  of  Cinamon  dropt 
in  Sugar.  He  has  a  Powder  call'd  his  Catho- 
lick  Powder,  fee  pag.  299. 

Take  Rheubarb,  Aloes  Succotrin,  Jalap, 
ficammony,  of  each  five  Grains,  Tartar  Vitri- 
olat  fix  Grains,  Powder  of  Cinamon  three 
Grains,  mix  and  make  a  Powder  to  be  taken 
Fafting. 

*Tbe  fiigeftfae  Powder  of  tie  Ancients. 

Take  Coriander  prepar'd  half  an  Ounce,  A° 
pife,  and  Fennel-Seeds  of  each  one  Dram,  Nut- 
megs, Gallangal  one  Dram,  Cinamon  one 
Scruple^  Siigar  the  Weight  of  the  Whole,  mix 

and 


and  make  a  Powder,  Dofe  half  a  Dram  to  one 
Dram. 

So  much  for  their  Specificks  with  Purga- 
tives ;  what's  added  by  Way  of  Difguife,  as 
Cocheneal  in  the  Children's  Powder,  is  not  to 
be  regarded ;  but  as  for  the  Sugar,  and  Chy- 
mical  Oil,  the  one  to  gratify  the  Taft,  the  o- 
ther  to  correct  Wind,  they  are  both  proper; 
but  then  there's  nothing  more  common  in  all 
our  Difpenfatories ;  all  our  Authors,  and  all 
our  Practitioners  ufe  thefe  and  the  like,  and 
the  Quantity  is  generally  left  to  the  Difcretion 
of  the  Giver,  who  is  fuppos'd  to  confider  Cir- 
cumftances,  as  Age,  Conftitution,  @r.  and  not 
give  Purgatives,  as  I  have  often  feen  'em  do 
at  random,  as  much  as  wou'd  lie  upon  a  Shil- 
ling, out  of  a  Tin-Box,  the  fame  Dofe  to  a 
Child  of  two,  three,  or  four,  as  to  a  Perfon  of 
twenty,  thirty,  or  Forty.  But  regular  Phyfi- 
cians  knowing  the  Inconveniencies  that  attend 
fuch  injudicious  Adminiftrations,  are,  and  al- 
ways v/ill  be  more  cautious,  as  Welfdnus  on 
Wal£us^  Meth.  Med.  §>uam  vd  Cerdonibus  con- 
cedant.  Ojhii  nee  ipfi  uno  Callopodw  omnia  meti~ 
untur,  than  to  aft  as  fuch  Coblers  dp,  who 
meafure  all  Mens  Feet  by  one  Laft. 


Thefe  who  magnified  this  Secret  Method, 
fhew'd  not  much  more  Judgment  in  this  Mat- 
ter, than  they  did  Reading,  when  they  objeft- 
ed,  That  though  Comfry^  and  Solomon's  Scid^ 
were  known  Specificks  in  Ruptures,  yet  they 
never  were  given  with  Purgatives  before :  Phy~ 
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ficians  in  all  Ages  having  abfolutely  difcharg'd 
purging  in  Ruptures, 

Had  this  been  the  Cafe,  and  had  they,  or 
any  elfe  ventured  to  do  any  Thing,  wou'd 
have  contributed  to  an  eafier  Way  of  Redu- 
cing, than  what  had  been  in  Ufe  before  ?em, 
they  had  merited  the  Thanks  of  the  Publick, 
and  might  have  been  indulg'd  in  the  Word  Se- 
cret, I  for  my  Part  fhou'd  have  join'd  to  praifc 
'em.  But  if  it  be  found  that  Phyficians,  Sur- 
geons and  other  Practitioners,  in  all  Ages  and 
Nations,  as  well  as  all  Authors,  both  Ancient 
and  Modern,  have  order'd  and  us'd  purging 
in  Ruptures^  along  with  Com fry ,  and  Solomon's 
Seal)  &c.  then  I  hope  it  will  be  allow'd  me, 
That  this  is  neither  their  Invention,  nor  is  their 
Method  a  Secret. 

To  give  full  Satisfa&ion  on  this  Head,  I 
fhall  look  back  on  the  earlier  Ages  of  Antiqui- 
ty, to  ihow  how  far  this  Method  of  Purging 
in  Ruptures  has  been  a  Myftery  to  'em,  by 
which  Inquiry,  we  fhall  probably  be  led  into 
what  they  did,  what  they  knew,  and  what 
they  have  faid  concerning  Purging  in  Rup- 
tures. 

But  before  I  proceed,  I  beg  leave  to  point 
out  the  Methods  of  Cure  prescribed  by  a  few 
Authors  of  a  later  Date,  who  have  accurately 
and  regularly  handled  this  Subjeft,  which  if 
the  Judicious  Reader  pleafe  to  collate  with 
theirs,  he'll  foon  fee  from  whence  the  mighty 
Secret  has  been  pirated. 


(    '0$    ) 

I  (hall  begin  with  Peter  Foreftus,  a  very 
Learn'd  and  Eminent  Practical  Phyfician,  born 
of  a  Noble  and  Ancient  Family  at  Alcmaer  in 
fterdand  1522,  pra&is'd  forty  Years  at 
and  was  afterwards  firit  Phyfician  at 
in  his  Book  Dt  ramicum  diver  fis  fyeciebus^  Lugd. 
Bat. 


Pag.  195  Galen  ^  fays  he,  in  Apb  3.  Com.  tk. 
wifely  taught  that  general  Rules  by  a  natural 
Order,  ought  to  precede  Particulars.  -  That 
if  the  Gut  or  Caul,  or  both  be  fallen  out,  they 
are  to  be  gently  replaced,  and  when  fo,  they 
are  to  be  retain'd  with  a  proper  Trufs,  and 
the  Part  confolidated,  fo  as  they  may  not  fall 
down  again,  -  That  in  order  to  facilitate 
the  Reduction,  the  Inteftines  ought  to  be  emp- 
tied, either  by  Purgations  or  Clyfters.  •• 
That  whether  it  be  done  with  Aloes,  Jalap, 
Scammony,  Rheubarb,  Senna,  or  other  Purga- 
tive is  all  the  fame,  feeing  the  End  of  Empty- 
ing is  anfwer'd^  for  untill  the  Inteftines  be 
thoroughly  emptied,  and  freed  of  the  Faeces 
and  Flatus  which  hinder'd  and  obftru&ed 
the  Reduftion  of  the  Parts  prolaps'd,  in  fome 
Cafes  its  not  fafe  to  attempt  reponing. 

Sometimes  he  purg'd  with  one  Ounce  of 
new  pulp'd  Caffia,  and  a  Scruple  of  Anifeeds, 
in  fine  Powder,  as  in  Obf..  iotfr  dt  LnUrocdc, 
Cur  at  a.  pqg.  205.  and  gave  four  Ounces  of  a 
confolidating  Draught,  of  which  Comfry  and 
Solomon's  Seal  are  the  chief  Ingredients  with 
AnifeedSj  gj5r.  boil'd  in  equal  Parts  of  French 

Claret 


Claret   a*id    Water,   twice  or    thrice  every 
Day. 

At  other  times  he  purg'd  with  Aloetick 
Pills,  whereof  he  gave  one  Scruple  every 
Morning  failing,  three  or  four  Hours  befor^ 
Dinner,  as  in  Obf.  21.  or  a  Dram  of  Pills  of 
Hiera,  one  Hour  before  Supper,  as  in  the  fame 
Obf.  ufing  in  the  mean  time  a  Decoft/on  of 
confolidating  and  vulnerary  Plants  in  French 
Wine  and  Water,  fweeten'd  with  Sugar,  and 
drank  twice  a  Day  for  a  Month,  or  Forty 
Days. 

Pills  of  Hum. 

Take  Cinnamon,  Saffron,  Cubebs,  Maftick, 
Afarum,  Spikenard  of  each  two  Scruples,  of 
the  beft  Aloes  an  Ounce  and  half  put  'em  in 
fine  Powder,  and  with  Elixir  Proprietatis  make 
a  Mafs  for  Pills. 

Sometimes  he  added  to  the  Pills  of  Hiera 
fome  choice  Rheubarb  — ^ —  at  other  times  he 
gave  the  Pil  Aggregatii).  of  Msfucs^  as  in  pag. 
239,  which  are  made  up  of  Rheubarb,  Scam- 
mony  prepar'd,  Colocynth,  Aloes,  Anifeeds 

and  Zinger,  @r.  Some  he  purg'd  with 

the  common  Decoftion  of  Senna  fix  Drams, 
Anifeeds,  Fennel,  Caraways,  of  each  one 
Dram  and  half,  with  Syrup  of  Rofes  folut 
•-  And  others  he  pure'd  with  Lenitive 


Eledhiary,  a  Praefcript  of  his  own.  fee  pig;  218. 
which  he  always  us'd  to  fuch  whofe  Faeces 
were  much  indurated,  or  very  conftipated, 

and 


during  the  whole  time  of  the  Cure, 
which  happened  much  about  Forty  Days, 
he  made  'em  drink  Wine,  generally  French 
Claret  medicated  'with  vulnerary  Plants, 
whereof  Comfry  and  Solomon's  Seal  were  chief  ; 
fafting  much,  a  fpare  Diet,  but  above  all, 
Reft  and  Silence  were  injoyn'd. 

//  the  Ftces  hindered  Reduction  an  emollient 

ClyfUr. 

Take  Mallows,  marfh  Mallows,  Violet 
Leaves,  Mercury,  Pellitory  of  the  Wall,  Me- 
lilot  and  Chamomel  Flowers,  of  each  one 
Handful,  Linfeed,  Anife,  Fennel,  Carraway 
Seeds,  of  each  three  Drams,  Tops  of  Dill 
a  Handful,  boil  all  in  a  Quart  of  Water  in- 
to a  Pint,  add  CafTia,  brown  Sugar,  and  Le- 
nitive Ele&uary,  of  each  half  an  Ounce,  Hie- 
ra  Picra  two  Drams,  Oil  of  Dill,  and 
Chamomel  of  each  an  Ounce,  Oil  of  Anife 
«ne  Dran>  Make  a  Clyfter. 

If  Wind)  ibis  or  lie  like  Fomentation. 

Take  Flov/ers  of  Chamomel,  Melilot,  Dill, 
Pellitory  of  the  Wall,  of  each  a  Handful^ 
Linfeed,  Fenugreek,  of  each  half  an  Ounce,, 
toil  'em  alt  in  a  fufficient  Quantity  \)f  Water. 
This  is  to  be  us'd  hot  with  a  Spunge,  and 
when  the  Parts  were  replaced  he  us'd  this. 

Confo* 


Confolidating   Fomentation,  p.  207. 

Take  of  St.  John's  Wort,  Primrofe,  red 
Rofes,  Myrtle  Leaves,  Sumach  Hypociftis, 
Galls,  Cyprefs  Nuts  and  its  Leaves,  of  each 
one  handful  and  half,  Comfry  greater  and 
leffer,  half  a  Handful,  bruife  'em,  and  boil 
in  Plantain  Water  and  French  Claret,  of  each 
equal  Parts,  with  a  fourth  of  Vinegar,  to  the 
Confumption  of  the  half,  the  Part  to  be  fo- 
mented with  a  Spunge  dipt  in  it  hot.  If  the 
Inteftines  are  ftufft  with  hardn'd  Faeces,  they 
are  to  be  emptied  by  oyly  and  emollient  Cly- 

fters. If  Wind  and  Gripes  obftrudl  the 

Redu&ion  of  the  Parts,  relaxing  Fomentati- 
ons with  Bags  of  Carminatives  laid  on  hot 
over  the  whole  Abdomen,  will  be  of  ufe. 
But  if  the  neighbouring  Parts  to  the  Groin 
and  Scrotum  be  affefted  with  vehement  Pain 
and  any  Inflamation,  fo  that  the  Inteftines 
don't  yield  to  Reduftion,  Emolients,  fuch  as 
eafe  Pains,  abate  Inflamations,  and  difcufs 
Wind,  are  proper.  Fomentations,  Baths,  fuch 
as  are  made  of  Mallows,  Marm-mallows, 
Chamomel,  Dill,  Linfeed,  Fenugreek,  Cara- 
ways, Anife,  Cumin,  and  the  like  are  to  be 
us'd,  the  Parts  affefted  to  be  fomented.  The 
Inteftine  being  repon'd  (v/hether  forc'd  out 
into  the  Groin,  or  down  into  the  Scrotum)  we 
are  to  endeavour  to  retain  it  with  a  fit  Trufs, 
having  fir  ft  apply 'd  an  ad  her  mam  Plaifter, 
and  even  then,  the  Part  ought  to  be  fomented 
frequently,  till  it  as  it  were  contrafts. 
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rfkc  Corroborating  Fomentation^  p.  197. 

Take  Biftort  Roots,  Cinquefoil,  the  greater 
Daify,  greater  Celandine  of  each  q.  f.  Nar- 
cifTus,  Rupturewort,  Knot  Grafs,  Hoi  fe-tail,  of 
each  one  Handful,  Cumin,  Crefies  terrified,  of 
each  an  Ounce,  Flowers  of  Stechado's,  Rofe- 
mary  of  each  a  pugil,  fmall  Century,  pug. 
two.  Boil  all  in  red  Wine  and  Water,  or 
Lexive,  after  this  apply  the  Rupture  Plaiften 
This  Foment  is  not  to  be  us'd  till  after  the 
Parts  are  reduc'd.  The  Body,  fays  he,  being 
freed  from  its  Faeces  and  Flatus,  and  well 
emptied  by  Medicines  and  Clyfters,  the  Parts 
may  be  gently  and  fafely  re-plac'd,  and  there 
retain'd  with  proper  Truffes. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  Patient  is  to  keep  his 
Bed  thirty  or  forty  Days,  to  abftain  from  all 
flatulent  windy  Food,  hard  Drinking,  violent 
Exercifes,  as  Leaping,  gfc.  and  to  drink  four 
or  five  Ounces  every  Morning  fafting,  of  a 
Decoftion  of  agglutinating  Simples,  as  the 
two  Sanicles,  Saracens  Confound,  Com  fry  Roots 
and  Solomon's  Sealy  &c.  in  red  Wine  and  Wa- 
ter fweeten'd  with  Sugar,  during  the  whole 

time  of  Cure. The  Body,  as  has  been 

faid,  to  be  kept  always  free  and  open,  left  the 
Parts  prolapfe  again  by  overftraining,  in  eject- 
ing when  conftipate. 

But  as  thefe  will  be  much  better  illuftrat- 
ed  by  Examples,  I  lhall  pick  out  a  few  from 
his  Obfervations. 

Qbfcrva- 


(no) 

Obftrvation  20*   Of  a  comphat  Rupture  cufd. 

His  Brother  John,  ag'd  Thirteen,  had  a 
Rupture,  where  the  Gut  was  fallen  into  the 
Scrotum,  as  it  was  recent  and  taken  in  time, 
it  was  eafily  reduc'd,  when  on  his  Back,  and 
as  eafily  retain'd  by  a  common  ad  Hermann 
Plaifter,  and  a  well-adapted  Trufs.  He  lay  on 
his  Back  in  Bed  during  the  whole  Time  of 
Cure.  His  Body  was  kept  open  with  Pulpt 
Cajjia,  and  Anifeeds  in  Powder,  and  twice  or 
thrice  every  Day,  he  took  four  Ounces  of  a 
Con f olid  at  ing  Decoction^  of  which  Comfry  and 
Solomorfs  Seal  were  the  chief  Ingredients,  boil'd 
in  Frensh  Claret  and  Water,  of  each  equal 
Parts,  by  which,  and  a  good  Diet,  and  the 
like,  he  fays,  he  cur'd  many. 

In  his  Scholia  on  this  Obfervation,  he  ho- 
neftly  and  candidly  tells  us,  ,he  took  his  Inten- 
tions of  Cure  from  Leonellus  Faventinus,  a  fa- 
mous Pra&ical  Phyfician,  who  Flouriih'd  a- 
fcout  the  Year  1/20,  who  following  the  Me- 
thods of  the  Ancients,  propos'd  curing  Rup- 
tures by  Emptying,  in  order  to  reduce  the  Pans 
prolaps'd,  whether  Gut,  or  Caul,  or  both,  .and 
then  by  Confolidating  the  Parts  through  which 
they  prolaps'd,  he  propos'd  a  Cure. 

There  you  have  Variety  of  Clyfters,  Lenient 
and  evacuating,  Fomentations,  Emollient,  £§h 
and  then  Confolidating,  in  order  to  ftrengthen 
and  confirm  the  Parts  over  the  Breach,  Inunc- 
tions, Cerats,  and  proper  Plaifters,  and  in  the 

Conclufion, 


(I.I  ) 

Conclufion,  he  tells  us,  that  Join  Arculanus 
upon  Rbajis,  had  recorded  almoft  all  the  fame, 
as  had  Valefcus  and  Montagnana  in  their  Con- 
fultations,  10  that  he  who  had  feen  any  one  of 
them,  had  feen  all  ;  and  fays  he,  if  thefe  won't 
do,  we  muft  have  recourfe  to  Surgery. 

In  Us  Obf.  21.  of  an  Enterocele,  or  a  Complete 
Rupture  by  Way  of  Covifultatwn. 


He  advis'd  his  Friend  Qloeodore 
aged  about  Fifty,  to  try  a  Palliative  Cure,  not 
daring  to  hafcard  the  Operation,  which,  fays 
he,  if  it  don't  entirely  remove  the  Difeafe,  be- 
ing an  Inveterate  Rupture,  it  will  at  leaft  pre- 
vent its  growing  worfe,  and  fo  enable  him  to 
go  about  his  ordinary  Affairs  ;  and  firft,  he  ad- 
vifes  him  to  beware  of  Cold,  and  take  great 
Care  he  don't  expofe  himfelf  to  Rainy  Tempe* 
ftuous  Weather  ;  to  beware  of  all  violent  Ex* 
ercifes,  not  to  ride  a  hard  trotting  Horfe,  v/ith 
a  full  Belly,  abfolutely  difcharg'd  Riding,  but 
upon  extreme  NeceiTuy,  and  even  then,  not  un* 
lefs  the  Horfe  went  eafy.  and  to  ride  foftly,  and 
not  immediately  after  Meals,  and  rather  travel 
by  Water  than  on  Horfback.  -  Abfiinebis  a 
Coitu  vehement-lore  ^  ant  Inienfo,  efpecially  after 
full  Meals.  -  For  Sobriety  here  profits  much, 
—Take  Care  of  all  violent  Motions,  in 
mounting  or  difmounting  a  Horfe,  in  walking 
to  forcibly  up  any  fteerj,  hilly  Place.  Write 
rather  fitting  than  ftanding,  and  by  all  Means 
embrace  Relt  and  Quiet. 


Keep 


Keep  the  Body  always  foluble  with  Prunes 
or  otherways.  Shun  hard  Drinking,  and  W. 
JV.  as  you  wou'd  the  Plague,  for  fuch  (as  all 
Authors  have  told  us)  ought  to  live  fparingly. 
Eat  only  twice  a  Day,  an  eafy  Dinner,  and 
flight  Supper,  and  drink  only  a  little,  and  at 
Meals.  Let  your  Food  be  fimple  of  one  Rind, 
no  Way  flatulent,  but  of  good  Nourifhment, 
and  of  eafy  Digeftion.  Milks,  Salt,  Fifties, 
Garden-Stuff,  Onions,  Parfnips,  and  all  Things 
fry'd,  grofs  new  fweet  Wine,  as  Mu/i,  are  all 
bad.  Apples,  and  all  other  raw  Garden  Hora- 
ry Fruits,  are  to  be  (hun'd.  Take  Care  to  keep 
an  open  Belly  twice,  or  a  leaft  once  a  Day,  for 
which  End,  Pills  of  Aloes,  &c.  may  be  us'd. 

Fomentations  of  Aflringent  Plants. 

As  Comfry,  Solomon's  Seal,  Tormentil,  Bi- 
ftort,  Horfe-Tail,  Moufe-ear,  fmall  Centaury, 
of  each  a  Handful,  Rofemary-Flowers,  Staehcas, 
Cumin,  Qjc.  boil'd  in  French  Wine  and  Water, 
the  Part  over  the  Breach  to  be  fomented  very 
warm,  then  to  be  anointed  with  Oil  of  Eggs,  &c. 
A  Plaifter,  &c.  with  a  well-adapted  Trufs,  not 
to  be  chang'd  or  renew'd  but  in  nine  Days. 

Thefe  are  what  I  thought  might  prove  Effe- 
6tual  to  prevent,  and  perhaps  contribute  to  the 
Cure,  to  which  might  be  added  Confolidating 
Potions,  &e.  which  are  by  far  fitter  for  young 
People  and  Children,  than  thofe  advanc'd  in 
Years ;  but  if  you  incline,  they  are  made  up 
of  Comfry  Roots,  Solomons  Stal,  Tormentil, 

Shepherd's- 


Shepherd's-Purfe,  Sanicle,  thorough-  Wax,  Sa- 
racens-Confound, boiPd  in  French  Claret  and 
Water,  and  fweetn'd  with  Sugar  to  the  Talk, 
Farewel  Dear  Brother,  Delpb  the  jth  vi  Decem- 
ber 


In  Obf.  n.  he  tells  us,  how  he  cur'd  the 
Governor  of  Waffenacfs  Daughter,  of  twelve 
Years  old,  by  a  proper  Diet,  keeping  her  Body 
open  with  Bolus's  of  Cajfiay  ©r.  and  a  Fomen- 
tation of  dltfaa-Roots  two  Ounces,  Mallows, 
Chamomel-Flowers,  Melilot,  Tops  of  Dill,  of 
each  a  Handful,  Linfeed  half  an  Ounce,  boiPd 
in  a  Quart  of  Water,  with  which  the  Pan  was 
fomented,  and  the  Gut  was  reduc'd  j  fo  that 
with  a  Rupture  Plaifter,  and  Trufs  well  fitted, 
and  drinking  a  Decoftion  of  Comfry  Roots, 
fweetn'd  with  a  little  Sugar,  Ihe  perfe&ly  re- 
Covered* 

Obf.  12.  is  of  a  certain  Perfon  who  had  an 
Inquinal  Rupture  +  this  he  got  by  lifting  up  too 
great  a  Weight  ;  with  Fomentations  apply'd  long 
and  warm,  with  Emolients,  Evacuating  Cly- 
fters,  the  prolaps'd  Inteftine  was  reduc'd  to  its 
proper  Place,  and  the  Part  being  anointed  with 
a  Mixture  of  Oil  of  St.  John's-Wort,  Myrtles, 
Maftic,  &c.  a  Plaifter  de  pdle  Arcetma^  and  a- 
well-adapted  Trufs,  he  v/as  perfeftly  reftored, 

Obf.  13.  is  of  a  young  Man  who  had  got  a 
Groin-Rupture  by  Jumping,  whom  he  cur'd 
with  great  Eafe  by  keeping  him  quiet  in  Bed 
for  a  little  Time,  prefcribing  him  a  proper  Di- 
et, with  Agglutinatives  ;  as  it  was  eafily  -re- 

1  pon'd; 
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pon'd,  fo  with  a  common  ad  Herniam  Plaifier, 
and  a  well  fitted  Trufs,  it  was  as  eafily  retain'd, 
and  he  was  in  a  ihort  Time  well. 

In  Obf.  14.  he  fays,  Children  are  very  often 
troubFd  with  Groin  and  Cod-Ruptures,  from 
their  frequent  Crying  and  Straining  in  Ejecting, 
efpecially  if  too  much  cramm'd.  But  they  are 
eafily  cur'd  without  the  Phyfician's  Help,  or 
Application  of  Medicines,  by  a  well  fitted 
Trufs,-  or  Bandage ;  yet  he  advifed  a  Nurfe^ 
who  brought  a  Child  to  him,  with  an  Inqui- 
nal  Rupture,  to  ufe  a  Medicine  recommended 
fcy  Galen  and  Ayicenna,  mention'd  by  Sebaftian 
Auftrius,  in  his  Book  of  Childrens  Difeafes, 
The  Seeds  of  Ameos,  or  BiihopVWeed,  in 
fine  Powder,  beat  up  with  the  White  of  an 
Egg,  fpread  on  a  Cloth,  and  applied  to  the 
Rupture j  or  Lupines  fry'd  with  a  little  Myrrh, 
boii'd  in  .Red-Wine,  and  laid  upon  the  Part  by 
Way  of  Plaiiter^  and  if  thefe  did  not,  he  ad- 
vis'd  her  to  ufe  Awcenna's  own  Plaifter. 

Take  Pomegranate-Peels,  Drams  ten,  unripe 
Galls  five  Drams,  boil  'em  mpft  exactly  in  a- 
ftringent  rough  Wine ;  this  is  to  be  apply'd 
(the  Gut  being  put  up)  and  not  to  be  renew'd 

but  once  a  Week,  or  ten  Days. See  more 

in  the  fame  Sebaftian,  which  he  has  collected 
from  Avicen,  Galsn^  and  Rbafis. 

t 
Obf.  15.  is  of  one  Snell  Niclolaus,  the  Cover- 

nor  of  Nfwlitrg's  Son,  aged  Thirty  Four,  who 
had  got  a  Groin-Rupture  by  riding  a  hard  trot 
ing  Hoi  fe^  whom  he  Cur'd  in  a  very  little  Time, 

haying 


having  firft  replaced  the  Inteftine,  he  apply'd  a 
common  ad  Herniam  Plaifter,  fitted  a  Trufs  to 
the  Part,  and  detaining  him  on  his  Back  in 
Bed,  drinking  all  that  Time  twice  a  Day  a 
Deco&ion,  whereof  Comfry  Roots,  Solomorfs 
Seal,  were  Chief;  he  tis'd  a  little  French  Claret 
at  his  Meals,  kept  mighty  Quiet  and  Silent, 
and  was  fo  thoroughly  cur'd,  that  the  Inteftine 
never  fell  out  afterwards. 

Obf.  17.  of  a  very  dangerous  Enterocele  or 
complete  Rupture  at  length  cur'd.  Chriftian 
John  Buflingius,  a  famous  Painter  A.  ZX  1/90, 
labour'd  under  a  defperate  Rupture,  his  Scrotum 
was  bigger  than  a  Man's  Head,  the  Fomenta- 
tions, Clyfters,  @r.  already  nam'd,  were  us'd, 
yet  cou'd  not  the  Parts  be  repon'd^  vomiting  as 
in  an  Iliac  Paflion,  cold  Sweats  as  if  Death 
had  approach'd  j  at  length  upon  repeating  the 
Emolient,  evacuating  Clyfters,  applying  -this 
foftning  Cataplafm,  or 

POULTICE. 

Take  Altfaa  Roots,  white  Lilly-Roots,  of 
each  three  Ounces,  Mallows,  Violets,  Pellitory 
of  the  Wall,  of  each  four  Handfuls,  Melilot- 
Flowers,  Pug.  i.  boil  all  in  Water  to  a  Soft- 
nefs,  then  beat  'em  in  a  marble  Mortar,  add 
Bean-Meal,  Linfeed,  in  fine  Powder,  Barley- 
Meal,  of  each  half  an  Ounce,  Oil  of  Sweet- 
Almonds,  and  freih  Butter,  of  each  Q.  S.  make 
a  foft  Cataplafm.  Thefe  Things  did  fo  well 
fucceed,  that  the  Parts  were  returned  to  their 
proper  Places,  but  the  Iliac  Paflion  remain'^, 

I  2  until 


until  his  Belly  was  mov'd  with  fome  Syrup  of 
Pale-Rofes,  &c.  by  thefe  Remedies,  fait  ab  or- 
co  quaji  in  Lucent  reuocatus^  he  was  brought  as 
it  were  from  Darknefs  to  Light. 

If  by  thefe,  and  fuch  like  Ways,  Ruptures 
can't  be  cur'd,  we  muft  have  recourfe  to  Sur- 
gery. --  And  though  all  the  Ancients  endea- 
vour'd  to  cure  compleat  Ruptures  by  Incifion, 
as  the  Learn'd  Ronftus  upon  Celfus  obferv'd, 
yet  Paul  rather  approves  of  curing  by  Uftion, 
as  may  be  feen  in  Lib.  14.  Cap.  23.  jEtitts  nam 
tutiffima^  in  quit  ^  curatio  nerniarmn  Chirurgia  & 
Ufttone  perficitur  fi  peritus  Artifex  conttngat,  tu* 
tior  tamen  iff  a  Chirurgia  eft  Uftio.  Pag.  221. 
Caufticks  may  alfo  be  apply'd,  and  when  the 
Efchar  falls  off,  may  be  repeated,  and  the  Part 
afterwards  heal  d  up  with  Unqt.  Apeft 


As  to  SarcocdeS)  I  have  no  Inclinations  to 
meddle  with  'em,  fays  he,  according  to  Mon* 
tagnana's  Advice  227.  DC  Hernia  Carnofa  La^ 
borem  fitgiws,  &  premii  par  v  it  at  em. 

Daniel  Sennertus,  that  Eminent  and  Experi- 
enc'd  Ph)7fician,  born  at  Breflaw  A.  D.  1572, 
in  Tom.  2,  printed  at  Lyons  16  jc,  in  Folio, 
pag.  864.  Cap.  De  Hernia. 

Indications  and*Cure. 

The  firft  Care  ought  to  be  to  re-place  the  In- 
teftines,  which  is  done  without  Difficulty,  if 
the  Inteftines  are  flaccid  and  empty.  Then  the 
Sick  teing  on  his  Back,  his  Thighs  elevated, 


( II? ) 

the  Parts  are  tQ  be  gently  put  up  ;  but  if  they 
are  turgid,  fo  as  ,they  can't  be  repon'd,  you  are 
to  know  whether  the  Inteltiries  are  ftuff'd  with 
Wind,  or  Faeces. 

If  the  Sick  perceive  his  Abdomen  difiended, 
breaks  Wind,  or  Belches  much,  v/ith  Gripes, 
it's  from  Wind.'  If  the  Body  be  conftipated 
for  fome  Days,  the  Tenfion,  Weight,  and 

Hardnefs  increases,  it's  from  Faeces,- If 

Wind,  Carminatives,  and  fuch  as  expel  Wind, 
as  Fennel-Seeds,  Anife,  Cumin,  Gallangal,  and 
the  like,  taken  inwardly,  or  us'd  in  Clyfters, 
as  alfo  Faenu&reek,  Laurel,  Penny-Royal,  and 

the  like,  in  Fomentations. If  the  Pain  be 

vehement,  fuch  as  eafe  Pain,  as  Oil  of  Rofes, 
Chamomel,  gjr.  but  if  thefe  Flatuofities  pro- 
ceed from  Crudities,  and  Pituitous  Matter,  the 
Cure  is  the  more  difficult. 

If  the  Faeces  be  hardn'd,  its  moft  dangerous, 
wherefore  Emolients  are,  maturely  to  be  admi- 
nifier'd,  as  Ahhta  Roots,  white  Lilies,  Mal- 
low-Leaves, Pe.llitory  of  the  Wall,  Linfeed, 
Faenugreek,  or  Linfeed,  and  Faenugreek-Meal, 
with  frefri  Butter,  Hens  Greafe,  Oil  of  Lillies, 
common  Oil,  and  the  like,  to  be  apply'd  by 
Way  of  Cataplafm  or  Poultice. If  Poul- 
tices be  not  fufficient,  or  feem  not  to  be  fo,  a 
Bath  wherein  the  faid  Emolients  are  boiPd, 

may  be  us'd. Some  have  us'd  a  Bath  of 

common  Olive  Oil  for  three  Hours.          In  a 

Hermq,  omenti^  where  the  Caul  is  prolaps'd,  it's 

but  feldom  there's  Occafion  for  thefe  Medicines. 

(When  it  falls  out  no  further  than  the 

I  3  Groin, 


Groin,  the  Sick  on  his  Back,  it  either  volunta- 
rily returns,  or  may  be  repon'd  by  the  Hand. 

But  when  all  thefe  profit  not,  and  the  Sick 
in  Hazard,  the  extreme  Remedies  are  to  be  ef- 
fay'd, 


When  the  Inteftines  are  repon'd,  the  next 
Thing  is  to  take  Care  they  don't  fall  out  again, 
for  which  End  Trufies,  efpecially  in  young 
People,  in  recent  Ruptures^  are  of  fo  great  Ufe, 
that  the  whole  Hopes  of  Cure  are  plac'd  in 
3em;  for  Nature,  when  affifted  with  a  little 
Art,  often  cures  Difeafes,  which  were  efteem'd 
incurable  ;  and  Experience  tells  us,  that  Rup- 
tures have  been  cur'd  in  People  advanc'd  in 
Years,  when  the  Inteftine  was  repon'd  and  re- 
tain'd. 

A  well-fitted  Trufs  being  apply'd  over  an  ad 
Hermam  Plaifter,  care  is  to  be  taken  that  the 
Body  be  kept  foft,  never  conftipated.—  —  To 
lay  the  Hand  on  the  Part  in  Eje6ling.  -  To 
beware  of  flatulent  Food,  and  whatfoever  may 
generate  Wind.-  -  All  violent  Exercifes,  ©r. 
to  be  avoided,  the  fame  Cautions  are  to  be 
•us'd  in  Coughing,  Sneering,  as  above,  in  go- 
ing to  ftool. 

The  Inteftines  being  repon'd,  in  fuch  as  are 
advanc'd  in  Years,  that  the  Cure  may  the 
fooner,  and  the  more  happily  fucceed,  the  Pa- 
tient ought  to  keep  his  Bed,  and  lie  much  on 
his  Back.  The  Medicines  are  twofold,  Topi- 
eal,  and  fuch  as  ars  taken  inwardly.  The  To- 


pica!  are  Agglutinative  and  Aftringent,  though 
all  Aftringents  are  not  equally  ufeful,  but  fome 
are  particularly  fo,  as  Comfry  Roots,  Solomon's 
Seal,  &c. 

Although  a  Rent  Peritoneum  can  fcarcely  be 
confolidated,  yet  by  the  Ufe  of  thefe  Medicines, 
efpccially  in  recent  Ruptures,  the  Part  grows 
ftraiter;  fo  that  during  the  whole  Time  of 
Cure,  the  Patient  ought  to  wear  a-well-fitted 
Trufsj  and  keep  much  in  Bed. 

As  to  Medicines  to  be  taken  inwardly,  thp' 
all  Vulnerary  Simples  may  without  Inconveni- 
ency  be  us'd,  yet  fome  are  obierv'd  to  be  more 
Efie&ual  than  others  in  this  Ail,  as  the  Pow- 
der of  Comfry  Roots,  given  in  a  Decoftion  of 
tiie  fame,  is  faid  to  do  Wonders,  or, 

This  POWDER. 

Take  Comfry  Roots  in  fine  Powder ^  Rupture- 
wort ^  thorough- Wax,  of  each  two  Drams,  for 
|he  Tafte  and  Stomach's  Sake  Sugar,  or  Sugar 
of  Rofes  may  be  added,  or  v/hat  elfe  is  judged 
grateful  to  the  Stomach,  of  thefe,  and  the  like 
various  Forms  of  inward  Medicines,  may  be 
made  up,  as  Powder s9  Pills,  Syrups,  Eleftua- 
ries,  ^r. 

PILLS. 

Take  of  the  fine  Powder  of  Comfry  Roots, 
Rupture-wort,  thorough- Wax,  of  each  what 
you  plcafe,  with  the  Juyce  of  Rupntrt-wort, 

I  4  and 
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and  the  Syrup  of  dry'd  Rofes,  make  />////; 
thefe  in  Powder  may  be  given  in  Cheefe-Cakes, 
or  in  their  Food,  Broth,  or  mix'd  any  other 
Way  and  taken. 

Or  a  Draught  like  this, 

Take  Comfry  Roots,  Plantain,  thorough- Wax, 
Rupture-wort,  Yarrow,  Valerian-Roots,  of  each 
one  Oujice,  Rheubarb  tv/o  Drams,  boil  all  in 
good  Wine.— -—Dofe  three  Ounces. 

Or  THIS, 

Take  Comfry  Roots  fix  Drams,  Solomon's  Seal 
three  Drams,  Sanicle,  Rupture-wort,  of  each 
one  Handful,  Anifeeds,  Fennel,  of  each  one 
Dram  and  half,  boil  in  a  fufficient  Quantity  of 
Water  for  one  Pound,  the  ftrain'd  Liquor  is  to 
be  fweeten'd  with  Sugar-Candy. 

Or  THIS, 

Take  Comfry  Roots,  Pimpernell,  of  each  one 
Ounce,  Tormentil  half  an  Ounce,  Rupture-wort 
of  each  five  Drams,  Fennel-Seeds,  Anife,  Ci- 
namon,  of  each  one  Dram,  Myrrh  half  a  Dram, 
with  the  Syrup  of  dry'd  Rofes,  make  an  Ele- 
ctuary, of  which  take  a  Dofe  every  Morning, 
wafhing  it  down  with  a  Draught  of  Malmjey 
Wine,  or  any  other  convenient  Liquor. 


Or 
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Or  THIS, 

Take  Conferve  of  Red-Rofes  two  Ounces, 
Conf.  of  Comfry  Pow.  of  Rupture-wort ,  Tor- 
mentil,  of  each  one  Ounce,  Cinamon  two 
Drams,  with  the  Syrup  of  Myrtles,  or  Coral, 
make  an  Ele&uary. 

If  they  can't  take  'em  in  Powder,  or  Deco 
ftion,  the  Plants  'emfelves  may  be  infus'd  in 
Wine. 

Great  Care  is  to  be  had,  that  by  the  conti- 
nued Ufe  of  thefe  Things,  the  Stomach  be  not 
hurt,  or  offended,  and  therefore  fuch  Things 
as  are  grateful  to  the  Stomach,  are  always  to 
be  added,  and  to  be  conftantly  us'd  till  the  Pa- 
tient is  intirely  reftofd. 

He  has  other  Fomentations,  Liniments,  and 
Plaifters,  but  that  de  pelle  arutina^  he  com- 
mends moft ;  thefe,  and  many  others,  fays  he, 
are  to  be  met  with  in  Authors,  but  if  they 
don't  do,  recourse  muft  be  had  to  Surgery. 

And  concludes  this  Chapter  with  a  fafe  and 
convenient  Way  of  Curing  Ruptures  %  by  Cau- 
fticks,  from  Plater  us. 

The  Potential  Cautery,  or  Cauftick,  fays  he, 
was  apply'd  on  the  broken  Side,  where  the 
Bag  falls  into  the  Procefs  of  the  Peritoneum,  in 
fuch  a  Quantity,  as  by  mortifying  the  Skin  a- 
bout  half  an  Inch  in  Length,  an  Efchar  was 

made, 


made,  which  being  removed,  i  e.  cut  off,  ano- 
ther Cauftick  was  apply 'd,  till  the  Skin  being 
quite  taken  away,  the  Fat  appeared,  which 
was  cut  off  with  a  Pair  of  Sciffars,  till  the  Pro- 
cefs  fhew'd  it  fel£  After  two  Days,  the  Semi- 
nary Veffels  were  artfully  feparated  with  the 
Fingers,  and  then  with  a  Crooked  Needle  he 
drew  a  Thread  underneath,  and  tied  the  Pro- 
cefs  gently,  putting  him  to  no  Pain.  The 
Thread  afterwards  in  Time  falling  of,  Sarco- 
tick  Ointments  being  apply'd,  Fleih  was  pro- 
duc'd  there  by  Degrees,  like  a  Callus,  which 
grows  the  more  eafily  to  this  Procefs,  becaufe 
the  Red  Coat  calFd  Elythrois  is  flefhy  and  muf- 
culous,  and  fo  by  comprefimg  and  filling  up 
the  Place  of  the  loft  Subftance,  the  falling  down 
of  the  Gut  was  prevented,  and  fo  the  Cure  was 
perfectly  and  happily  accompliihed. 

Malaccas  Giigsr^  M.  D.  in  his  Kelegraplia, 
or  Treatife  of  Ruptures,  printed  at  Munich ^  A. 
D.  1631,  in  8vo,  tells  us  in  his  Chap,  of  Rup* 
turf s  in  General,  That  as  the  Cure  ot  all  other 
Difeafes,  fo  the  Cure  of  Ruptures  is  to  be  had 

from  the  Indications. -And  that  both  Caii- 

fes  and  Accidents,  fhew  whether  they  are  cura- 
ble or  not,  ITZ.  Time,  Age,  Situation,  Nature 

and  Magnitude  of  the  Difeafe.- The  Dif- 

eafe  fhews  what's  to  be  done.  A  Rupture  in= 
dicates  a  Re-union,  which  is  to  be  accomplilh'd. 
—Partly  by  a  well  inftituted  Diet,  according 
to  due  Quantities,  Qualities,  and  their  Contra- 
ries.  Partly  by  Surgery ?  and  that  either  by 

Incifion,  Pun&ure,  or  Uftion,  by  aftual  Cau- 
teries, or  Potential  Caufticks. Partly  by 

Medicines 
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Medicines  inwardly  taken,  or  outwardly  ap- 

ply'd. -Partly  without  Medicines,  as  by 

Truffes,  @r.  of  all,  and  fmgular,  I  ihall  treat 
in  a  particular  Manner,  that  it  may  plainly  ap- 
pear to  all  Mankind,  that  this  new  Way  of 
Curing  Ruptures,  fo  much  boafted  of  by  thefe 
Circulating  Quacks,  was  never  excogitated,  far 
lefs  invented  by  them. 

Chap.  7.  Of  an  Enter  ocde  and  Efipkcele,  i.  e. 
a  Rupture  where  the  Gut  and  Caul  are  both 
fallen  into  the  Scrotum. 

Many,  fays  he,  have  been,  and  are  ftill 
curd  without  Surgery ;  but  then  thefe  are  only 
Children,  young  People,  and  fuch  as  lead  a 
quiet,  fedentary,  eafy  Life,  and  v/hofe  Rup* 
Hires  are  recent,  not  labouring  robuft  People, 
v/ho  are  but  feldom  firmly  cur'd,  becaufe  we 
fee  upon  the  leaft  ftraining,  ftretching,  or  other 
Violence,  the  old  Defeft  returns. 

As  to  the  Cure  he  propofes  (after  Leonellus 
and  innumerable  others)  three  Intentions.  The 
Firft  is  by  Evacuating.  The  Second  by  Repo- 
ning.  The  Third  by  Confolidating  the  Breach, 
or  the  rent  Part  through  which  the  Gut,  @r. 
prolapfes. 

To  attain  the  Firlt,  he  propofeth  Emptying 
the  Inteftines  of  Flatus,  /.  e.  Wind,  and  Fae- 
ces, /.  e.  Faecal  Matter,  and  in  this,  after  gi- 
ving Variety  of  Forms,  as  Powders,  Pills,  Bo- 
lus's, Eleft.  Deco&ions,  &c.  he  leaves  the  Ma- 
nagement 
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nagement  to  every  one's  Difcretippy  to  fuit  the 
Purgative  to  the  Patient's  Pallate. 

As  this  Pmdw  to  expel  Wind. 

Take  the  Powder  of  Zinger,Gallangal,  Gloves, 
Cubebs,  Long-Pepper,  Anifeeds,  three  Ounces, 
Sugar  of  Anife  fix  Ounces,  pix  apd  make  a 
Powder  to  be  given  often,  aim  Increments  prius 
depofqisi  after  Emptying,  &c. 

Or  This  POWPZ& 

Take  the  Species,  or  Powder  pf  Aromatrek 
Rofes,  Diani/tof  each  one  pram  and  half,  Oil 
of  fweet  Fenpel-Seeds  Jialf  k  Scruple,  dropt  in- 
to white  Sugar. 

His  Purging  Pills. 

%  Take  Pills  of  Cochiae  half  a  Dram,  Diagred 
four  Grains,  make  five  Pills,  and  in  the  mean 
Time  to  ufe  thefe  or  the  following  Carmina- 
tives upon  an  empty  Stomach,  as  Diagalangal, 
Diacalamint,  Diatrion,  Pipereon,  £§K 

Or  this  Purging  Potion. 

Take  Rheubarb,  Agarick  trochifcated  of  each 
half  a  Dram,  Spikenard,  Lenitive  Eleftuary 
half  an  Ounce,  Syrup  of  Rpfes  Solutive,  one 
Ounce,  mix  and  make  a  Potion. 


Or  this  Purging  Bolus. 

Take  Diacatholicon  and  Benedift.  Laxativ, 
of  each  one  Dram,  with  Sugar,  make  a  Bolus, 
feepag. 


Or  this  common  Purging  Potion. 

Take  Senna  Leaves  well  pick'd  half  art 
Ounce,  Sew.  Anifi^  Fennel,  and  any  other  Car- 
minative, two  Drams  to  four  Ounces  of  the 
ftrain'd  Liquor,  add  Syrup  of  Buchthorn  one 
Ounce,  to  be  repeated  feveral  Days. 

In  page  68.  he  mightily  eommends  this 
Draught,  whereof  he  ordered  four  Ounces  e- 
very  Morning  fafting,  for  forty  Days,  where 
Comfry  Roots  are  Chief;  befides  Cinamon,  and 
other  Carminatives,  there's  two  Drams  of 
Rheubarb  terrified,  as  alib  he  order'd  'em  Wine 
medicated  with  Comfry  ,  and  other  Specificks, 
during  the  whole  Time  of  Cure,  Vide  pag.  68. 
69,  70. 

And  in  order  to  facilitate  the  Redu&ion  of 
the  Parts  to  their  proper  Places, 

The  Emolient  Clyfter. 

Take  of  the  Roots  and  Leaves  of  Altkta, 
Mallows,  Violets,  Pellitory  of  the  Wall,  of 
each  one  Handful,  Flov/ers  of  Chamomel,  Me- 
lilot,  Elder,  of  each  half  a  Handful,  Linked, 
Fenugreek,  Anifeeds,  Fennel,  of  each  oitc 

Ounce, 
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Ounce,  boil  them  in  Water,  firain  and  diffolve 
Diacatholicon,  half  an  Ounce,  Oil  of  Chamomel 
four  Ounces,  mix  and  make  a  Clyfter.  Bags 
of  the  above,  ply'd  warm,  till  the  Part  be  fit 
to  be  reduced. 

The  following  Clyfter. 

Take  one  Pound  of  the  common  Deco&ion 
for  Clyfters,  diffolve  in  it  one  Ounce  and  half 
of  brown  Sugar,  Honey  of  Rofes,  Hiera  Piera, 
and  Caffia,  of  each  one  Ounce,  Oil  of  Chamo* 
jnel  three  Ounces,  common  Salt  fix  Drams. 

As  to  the  fecond  Intention  of  Reponing,  if 
the  Inteftines  be  ftuffM  with  Faeces,  or  "Wind, 
that  hinder  the  Redu&ion,  the  whole  Abdo- 
men, or  lower  Belly,  is  to  be  ply'd  warm  with 
Stupes,  in  the  Decoftion  above,  or  Oil,  till 
the  Faeces  be  foften'd,  and  then  ejefted.  The 
Reduction  is  to  be  gently  effay'd.  If  Wind  be 
the  Fault,  ufe  the 

Following  Fomentation. 

Take  of  Chamomel  Flowers,  Melilot,  Dill, 
and  Pellitory  of  the  Wall,  of  each  one  Hand- 
ful, Linfeed,  Fenugreek,  of  each  half  an 
Ounce,  boil  them  in  a  fufficient  Quantity  of 
Water  for  a  Fomentation,  to  be  us'd  hot  with 
a  large  Spunge,  to  which  may  be  addei  Oil  of 
Chamomel,  and  white  Lillies. 

The  Inteftine,  Caul,  or  both  being  rcduc'd, 
the  Sick  on  his  Back  in  Bed,  the  Cure  is  to  be 

continued 
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continued  in  this  Manner,  a  common  ad  Btr* 
mam  Plaifter  (the  Part  being  firfi  lhav'd)  is  to 
be  apply'd  after  ufmg  this 

Aftringent  Fomentation. 

Take  Red  Rofes,  Myrtles,  Sumach,  Hypo 
ciftis,  Galls,  Cyprefs-Nuts,  and  Leaves,  of  each 
one  Handful,  both  the  Gomfrys,  Saint  John's- 
wort,  of  each  half  a  Handful,  bruife  and  boil 
them  in  Plantain  Water,  and  Red-Wine,  with 
a  fourth  Part  of  Vinegar,  to  the  Consumption 
of  half,  to  be  us'd  with  a  large  Spunge,  over 
the -Breach  which  is  to  be  anointed  with 

The  following  Confolidating  Ointment 


Take  Oil  of  St.  JohnVwort,  Myrtles  of  each 
half  an  Ounce,  Maftich,  Frankincenfe,  Mum- 
my, fine  Bole,  Sanguis  draconis,  Sarcocol,  of 
each  one  Scruple,  mix. 

The  Inteftines,  @r.  being  repon'd,  the  Pati- 
ent on  his  Back  in  Bed,  with  his  Plaifter  and 
Trufs,  the  Cure  is  to  be  continued  in  the  fol- 
lowing Manner,  During  the  whole  Time  he's 
to  drink  four  Ounces  of  the  following 
every  Morning  fafting,  after  Purging. 

The  Gonfolidating  Potion* 

?  Take  Biftort  Roots  one  Ounce,  both  the 
Gmftys,  Cinquefoil,  of  each  half  an  Ounce, 
Hypociftis,  Solomon's  &#/,  of  each  one  Hand- 
fulandahalf,  Sebeften,  N°,  10.  Dates,  N°.4- 

all 


all  the  Myrabolans,  of  each  one  Dram,  Red- 
Rofes,  and  Rofemary  Flowers,  Cyprefs,  of 
each  one  Pugil,  boil  all  in  Wine  and  Water, 
two  Pounds,  Honey  of  Rofes,  and  Sugar  e~ 
qual  Parts,  Afoi  Execrcmentis  prius  depofitis. 

Or  THIS, 

Purging  Decoflion  with  Agglutinatives. 

Take  Comfry  Roots  two  Ounces,  Leaves  of 
Plantain,  Valerian  Roots,  Millefoil,  Tanfey, 
Cyprefs-Nuts,  of  each  one  Ounce,  Dates,  Q- 
namon,  Anife,  of  each  one  Dram,  Rheubarb 
two  Drams,  with  a  fufficient  Quantity  of  Wine, 
make  a  Decoftion,  three  Ounces  whereof  fweet- 
en'd  with  Sugar,  is  to  be  taken  every  Morning 
fafiing  forty  Days. 

Theft  with  a  Plaifter  de  pelle  Arutma^  and  a 
well-fitted  Trufs,  generally  fucceed  in  the  Cure 
of  recent  Ruptures y  efpecially  in  Children. 

J  During  the  whole  Time -of  Cure,  a  (lender 
Ijpare  Diet  is  very  convenient,  but  above  all 
Reft,  on  Back  in  Bed,  fee  Hildan  Obf.  ^4. 
Cent.  j.  The  Body  is  to  be  kept  open,  and  the 
Perfon  to  abftain  from  all  violent  Exercifes,  ef- 
pecially when  the  Belly  is  full,  from  riding 
hard  trotting  Horfes,  from  all  windy  Food,  or 
any  Thing  that  may  diftend  the  Inteftines: 
Hence  all  Leguminous  Garden  Stuff,  Raw 
Fruits,  are  to  be  fhun'd  and  carefully  avoided, 
all  Carminatives,  as  Fennel,  and  Anifeeds,  and 

whatever 


v/hatever  expels  Wind,  "are  to  be  us'd  in  theif 
Viftuals. 

And  for  Caufticks,  fee  vaft  Variety  of  Re- 
ceipts, as  that  of  Guide,  that  of  Fullophts,  Fer* 
nefius,  GbaJmetfUty  Party,  Crucius,  and  many 
others,  us'd  by  them  in  fecuring  in  Ruptures, 
&  fac  font  Cauftica  ilia  quibus  in  Curandis  Her- 
nil s  utimur,  fee  pag.  131.  where  the  Way  of 
applying  them  is  fully  and  plainly  taught. 


Gulielmus  Fabricius  Hil Janus,  might  have 
fery'dasone  for  all,  feeing  his  Judgment  and 
Skill  in  the  Healing  Art,  as  well  as  his  Integri- 
ty in  faithfully  relating  what  hapn'd  in  his 
Praftice,  have  render'd  his  Works  the  moft  Va* 
luable  of  their  Rind. 

^  That  moft  Diligent  and  Experienced  Phyfi- 
clan,  inObf.  73.  Cent.  6.  pag.  592.  of  his  Works 
printed  at  Frankfort  Anno  1646.  in  his  Anfwer 
to  Dr.  Rietmatfs  Queftion,  Whether  a  Rupturt 
in  a  Lady  of  Sixty  Years  of  Age,  could  be  per- 
fe6tly  cured  ? 

I  (fays  he)  very  much  doubt  of  a  perfeft 
Cure,  nor  do  I  believe  that  a  Rupture,  in  any 
one  of  this  Age,  can  be  perfeftly  cured,  with- 
out hurting  the  Vifcerat  For  a  Rupture  in  a 
midling  Age,  is  but  feldom  and  rarely  cured, 
much  lefs  in  a  crafcy  Age;  yet  I  remember, 
where  a  Cure  has  fucceeded,  but  fuch  rarely 
fall  out,  fee  Cent.  $.  Obf.  54.  of  one  James  Di- 
ejlacb,  a  moft  prudent  Senator,  who;  "remained 
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|ierfeftly  cured,  from  Anno  1618,  to  the  Year 
1627.  See  alfo  another  Example,  Cent.  2.  Obf. 
Si.  as  alfo  in  Ambroft  Party,  Book  8.  Chap,  ij, 
and  I  my  felf  have  cured  feveral  others. 

'  Your  next  Queftion  is.  By  what  Remedies 
this  Cure  is  to  be  effayed  ? 

I  confefs  ingenuoufly,  that  in  this  crafcy  Agey 
I  feldom  load  my  Patients  with  many  inward 
Medicines,  having  obferved  them  for  the  moft 
Part  given  almoft  in  vain ;  unlefs  the  Patient 
has  laid  a  long  Time,  internal  Medicines  are 
given  without  Suceefs,  as  in  the  Cafe  of  the 
forefaid  Diefbacl,  who  ufed  many  Medicines, 
jprefcribed  him  by  Quercetan,  and  Rivmus, 
thefe  two  famed  Phyficians,  but  in  vain,  ha- 
ving refufed  to  keep  his  Bed,  but  when  after- 
wards he  had  been  forced  to  lie  on  his  Back 
for  feveral  Months,  he  was  cured  by  a  Trufs 
alone. 

As  to  Medicines,  they  are  either  internal  or 

'external    Internal  operate  either  by  a  manifeft, 

or  Specifiek  Quality,  thofe  that  aft' by  their  con- 

-  ftringing  and  exficcating  Vertues,  contraft  the 

Procefs  of.  the  Peritoneum,   and  ftop  the  Paf- 

fage,  of  which  Authors  propofe  an  Infinity,  as 

'Biftort,  Plantain,  Pentaphyll.   Sanicle,  Ladies- 

'Mantle,  Horfe-Tail,  Shepherd's-Purfe,  Cyprefc 

Nuts,  Balauft,  ©-. 

But  in  thofe  advanced  in  Years,  as  your  Pa- 
tient is,  I  much  fufpedl  Medicines  j  for  you 
.know,  that  the  Vifctra,  in  fuch  a  cra?>y  Age, 

are 
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are  liable  to  Qbftru&ions,  and  but  dully  per* 
form  their  Natural  Offices.  It's  to  be  feared, 
that  the  more  noble  V  if  car  a  may  be  hurt,  by 
the  inward  Ufe  of  fuch  Aftringents,  and  by 
obftru&ing  the  Liver,  and  other  Veffels,  may 
be  apt  to  do  more  hurt  than  good. 

How  dangerous  a  bound  Belief  is  to  rupfur'd 
People  you  well  know  ? 

Thofe  Simples  that  ate;  laid  to  aft  by  a  Specj- 
fick  Quality,  I  have  often  .experienced  with 
Succels,  are  as  follows. 


The  Roots  of  the  greater  Ccwf>yr 
wort,  Earth-  Worms,  Spotted-Lungwort,  Pria- 
pus  Cervi,  Seeds  of  Thorough-Wax,  Moufe- 
ear,  of  which  Powders,  Ele&uaries,  widi  Sy- 
rups, and  Cpnferves  of  Comfry  £oots,  Bolus's, 
or  Pills  may  be  made,  as  will  belt  pleafe  the 
Patient,  adding,  a  little  Cinamon,  and  Anifeeds, 
or  their  Chimical  Oils,  to  difcufs  the  Wind, 
and  promote  Digeftion,  -for  which  End,  the 
Pellicule,  or  inner  Membrane  of  a  Hen's  Giz- 
zard, may  be  alfo  added. 

Your  noble  Patient  is  to  be  particularly  taken 
care  of,  that  me  don't  err  in  Point  of  Diet  ; 
firft,  me  is  to  abftain  .from  all.  that  may  inflate, 
or  diftend  the  Stomach,  or  Guts  with  Wind. 
The  Belly  is  always  to  be  kept  open,  in  order 
to  void  v/ithout  ftraining,  and  this  may  be 
done  with  the  Help  of  CalTia,  new  Pulpt,  or 
Rheubarb,  with  canded  Mirabolans,  or  even 
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with  Laxative  Prunes,  and  Clyfters.    So  mud] 
for  internal  Medicines. 


.        .,          3 
Jy  As  to  Externals, 


V-Drn  - 

It's  necefikry  they  be  Aftringent  in  Form  of 

Plaifters,  Unguents,  or  feags. 

Amongft  flaiiters,  I  find  none  better  than 
Arnoldus  de  villa  nova,  his  Empl.  de  felle  AY'U- 
tma^  in  Imitation  of  which,  infinite  others 
have  been  proppfed  by  Authors.  This  I  often 
did,  and  do  full  ufe,  in  Ghildrens  Ruptures  ; 
but  in  thofe  advanced  in  Years,  I  feldom  do, 
fcecaufe  their  Groins  being  hairy,  that  Plaifter 
fticks  fo  clofe,  as  to  excite  no  fmall-Pain,  when 
about  to  be  removed,  fince  an  AttradHon  of 
Humours  moiften  and  relax  the  Parts  affecled. 

Liniments  being  made  of  Oil,  fat  and  aftrin- 
gent  Simples,  in  which  the  oily  Faculty  ftill. 
predominates,  the  relaxed  Parts,  which  ought 
to  be  conftringed,  are  by  the  tJfe,of  thefe  more 
and  more  relaxed  ;  of  fuch  I  don't  much  ap- 
prove j  therefore  we  are  to  have  recourfe  to  a- 
ftringent  Fomentations,  fuch  as  this, 

*  r    -  T- 

Aftnngent  Fomentation. 

Take  Comfry  Roots,  Biftort,  Tormentil,  Plan- 
tain, Leaves  of  Sanicle,  Pyrola,-  Ladies-Mantle, 
Moufe-Ear,  Horfe-Taifj  Cyprefs-Nuts,  Galls, 
.Pomegranates,  Ballauftians,  Plantain-Seeds,  A- 
nife,  Carraways,  Cummin,  and  fuch  as  difcufs 
Wind*  I  alfo  add  for  the  moft  Part  Salt,  and 

Alom, 


Alom,  with  thefe.  I  fill  Bags  large  enough  to 
cover  the  Groin,  or  at  leaft  the  Part  affe&ed. 
They  are  to  be  boiled  in  Smith's  Forge-Water, 
or  Red-  Wine,  adding  a  little  Vinegar. 

I  would  advife  your  noble  Patient  to  make 
life  of  thefe  Bags  in  the  Night  Time  only,  and 
when  in  Bed  ;  and  be  fure  after  the  Ufe  of  the 
Fomentation,  to  gird  on  their  Trufs  tightly, 
and  to  wear  the  fame  conftantly,  for  it's  ex- 
treamly  dangerous  to  neglect  wearing  a  Trufs 
in  People  of  that  Age.  For  the  Parts  are  apt 
to  fall  down,  and  to  occafion  an  Iliac  Pafiion, 
which  puts  an  End  to  their  Life  in  a  few 
Days,  of  which  Hildan  gives  feveral  Exam- 
ples, Vide  Page  589. 


Seeing  the  Methods  propofed  by  Authors  for 
curing  Ruptures^  are  beft  illuftrated  by  Exam- 
ples, efpecially  when  we  have  them  from  Men 
of  Probity,  and  great  Experience,  with  all  the 
particular  Circumftances  that  are  proper  to  be 
obferved,  in  order  to  point  out  to  young  Prafti- 
tioners  what's  to  be  avoided,  and  what's  to  be 
put  in  Practice.  I  lhall  therefore  on  their  Ac- 
count fet  down  a  few,  which  I  am  perfwaded 
will  prove  of  great  Ufe  to  thofe  who  will  firift- 
ly  follow  them. 

Hildan  in  Obf.  70.  Cent.  6.  has  feveral  Ob- 
fervations  concerning  Ruptured  Patients,  com- 
municated to  him  by  the  Learned  Abel  Rofcius, 

In  May  1626,  Peter  JB  urges,  a  moft  prudent 
Senator^  and  Governor  of  the  Hofpital  at  LCLU- 

K  3  fan, 


C  1.34-  ) 

/rf#,  had  been  for  feveral  Years  troubled  with 
an  Enterocele,  or  Scrotal  .Rupturs,  v/hich  pro- 
ceeded from  a  Dilatation,  and  diftended  Re- 
laxation of  the  Peritoneum,  as  was  plain  from 
its  being  fo  eafily  reduced,  when  fallen  down, 
if  by  Chance  at  any  Time  he  had  negle&ed  his 
Trufs. 

.  i 

Upon  riding  a  long  Journey,  on  a  hard  trot- 
ting Horfe,  his  Trjifs  being  flack,  his  Rupture 
proved  very  uneafy  to  him,  the  Part  affe&ed 
being  over-heated  by  the  conftant  Jolting  of  the 
Horfe,  and  rubbing  of  the  Trufs,  Inflamma- 
tions, and  fharp  Pains  v/ere  occafioned ;  fo  that 
the  Hole,  or  Belly  v/as  arTefted,  an  Iliac  PafTi- 
on  fucceeded,  with  a  dreadful  Belly-ach,  Con- 
ftipation,  conftant  vomiting,  and  other  Symp- 
toms of  that  Difeafe. 

When  he  came,  upon  examining,  he  found 
the  Scrotum  turgid  .with  Faeces,  and  Flatus's, 
not  to  be  reduced,  fo  without  delay,  ordered 
him  an  emolient  Clyfter,  Fomentations,  and 
Gataplafrns,  to  the  Part,  after  the  Ufe  of  which, 
he  endeavoured  gently  to  reduce  the  Inteftines, 
©r.  for  by  rough  handling  the  inflamed  Inte- 
ftines, already  too. much  lefed,  he. might  have 
induced  a  fatal  Gangrene,  as  he.  had  often  feen 
others  do  in  fuch  Cafes. 

Notwithftanding  of  all  that  had  been  ufed, 
the  Symptoms  enraged,  he  vomited  his  Clyflers, 
and  all  within  him  feemed  to  be  inverted ;  yet 
he  ordered  him  another  Clyfter,  to  which  was 
added  feme  Lenitive,  and  purging  Eleftuary, 

Bags 


Bags  with  the  Ingredients  for  the  Fotus's  were 
apply'd,  moderately  warm,  left  by  the  aftuai 
Heat,  the  fubje&ed  Parts,  already  too  much 
bruifed,  and  galled,  might  be  more  hurt,  a 
Circumftance  few  Quacks  obferve  !  The  ne- 
gledHrig  of  which  has  been  the  Caufe  of  many 
fatal  Errors  committed  by  them,  and  tho'  his 
Hic-cup,  Dilirium,  and  every  Thing  threat- 
ning  Death  encreafed,  yet  I  continued  ftill  the 
Ufe  of  thefe  Things,  nor  did  I  defert  my  Pati- 
ent in  this  defperate  Cafe,  but  ufed  the  utmoft 
Diligence  I  was  capable  of,  and  with  frefti 
Courage  ventured  on  another  Clyfter,  to  which 
I  cauied  add  Catholicon,  Hiera  Piera,  Colo- 
cynth,  cum  Ol.  Lil.  &c.  with  a  Cataplafm  to 
the  Scrotum,  and  v/hole  lower  Belly,  his  Sto- 
jnach  being  firft  anointed  withOl.  Nuc.  Myrift. 
about  an  Hour  or  two  after  the  Clyfter  and  Fo- 
'mentation,  a  gentle  Redudlion  was  tried  again, 
and  -by  little  and  little  the  Parts  were  reppned 
to  their  Place,  and  immediately  this  Medicine 
was  given.  Take  Syrup.  Rof.  Comp.  Helleborat 
with  one  Dram  and  half,  Diaphen.  half  an 
Ounce,  Aq.  Imperial  two  Ounces,  About 
three  Hours  after  he  had  fome  Mutton  and 
Chicken  Broth,  the, Clyfter  he  retained,  did  not 
caft  up  his  Medicine,  refted  a  little,  then  pur- 
ged twice. 

• 

And  becaufe  he  did  not  Deep  well,  I  ordered 
him  a  Paregorick  Draught  of  Diacod.  gr. 
Two  Hours  before  Bed-Time,  when  he  awa- 
ked, he  had  tv/o  Motions -more,  eat  his  Chic 
ken  Broth,  and  in  the  Morning,  the  fourth 
Day,  took  the  following,  Dofe. 

K   4  &•: 


Take  Infuf.  Rheubarb  one  Dram  and  a  half, 
jSyr.  Kof.  Sol.  Diaphen.  two  Drams,  by  which 
3he  had  three  or  four  gentle  Motions,  no  vomi- 
ting following.  Next  Day  I  gave  him  Aq. 
Imperialis  one  Ounce  an4  half,  cum  Pulv.  Di- 
arrnord  &  Confeft.  Hiacinth  one  Scruple.  Op 
the  feventh  Day  he  repeated  the  Purge,  and  on 
the  tenth  Day  the  Difeafe  which  was  judged  to 
be  mortal,  by  the  Strength  of  Nature,  and  the 
Help  of  our  Remedies,  was  fenfibly  overcome. 
I  ferioufly  advifed  him  to  a  regular  Diet,  and 
well-adapted  Trufs,  that  he  might  not  fall  into 
fuch  a  dangerous  Way  as  before.  But  on  the 
Twelfth, after  he  had  appeared  in  Publick,  not 
fo  much  on  the  Caution  and  Guard  as  he 
ought  to  have  been,  the  Inteftine  again  fell 
down  into  his  Scrotum,  which  could  not  be  re- 
duced, being  vexed  with  the  fame  Symptoms 
as  had  before  troubled  him,  the  fame  Things 
were  ufed  with  reiterated  Purging  gfc.  the  Parts 
were  reduced  to  their  proper  Place,  and  in  a 
few  Days,  he  was  reftored  to  his  former  Healtli, 
and  di4  not  complain  from  that  Time,  but  to 
this  Day  does  all  his  Bufmefs,  whether  on  Foot, 
or  on  Horfe-back,  ftanding,  or  walking,  or  a- 
ny  other  Exercife,  by  the  Help  of  the  Trufs, 
and  a  regular  Diet.  0 

Obf.  2.  of  a  Ruptured  Patient  cured. 

An.  1 5*98,  Aid  Rofcms,  in  his  Epiftle  to  T//7- 
Jan,-  tells  us,  That  his  Sifter  was  feized  with 
an  Iliac  Paffion,  occafioned  by  an  Inquinal 
that  the  Fever,  no  Sleep,  and  ex- 
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tream  Pain,  yielded  to  no  Remedies ;  that  (he 
vomited  three  Clyfters,  but  fp  foon  as  they 
found  out  the  Caufe  of  this  Volvulus,  they 
plyed  again  with  Laxative  Clyfters,  Fomenta* 
tions  and  Cataplafms  of  the  fame,  with  Stercus 
Ovillum,  conftantly  for  a  whole  Night  together, 
when  next  Day  gently,  and  by  Degrees,  the 
Inteftine.was  put  up  into  its  Place,  and  when 
reduced,  a  Laxative  Clyfter  was  given  her,  by 
which  her  Inteftines  were  emptied,  and  then 
the  whole  Symptoms  ceafed,  and  {lie  who  wa,$ 
given  over  for  dead,  is  now  well,  and  was  ne- 
ver after  troubled  with  an  Iliac  Paffion,  tho* 
Die  be  now  Sixty  Five. 

Had  I  been  writing  to  Phyficians  and  Sur- 
geons only,  I  had  been  juftly  cenfurable  for 
the  following  Quotations,  fo  numerous  and 
fo  much  alike :  But  when  I  addrefs,  as  I 
here  do,  all  Ranks  of  Perfons,  the  Neceflity 
I  have  thereby  laid  my  felf  under,  obliges 
me  to  make  every  thing  as  plain,  as  the 
Nature  of  the  Subject  will  permit,  and  how- 
ever Redundant  thefe  already,  as  well  as  thofe 
Citations  which  follow,  may  appear  to  the 
former,  to  v/hom  the  bare  mentioning  and 
referring  to  Authors,  had  been  more  than 
fufiicient ;  yet  to  the  latter,  it  v/ou'd  feem 
fit  to  point  out  what  each  I  have  adduc'd, 
has  faid  on  the  Head,  for  it  were  as  ufelefs, 
as  it  v/ou'd  be  endlefs,  to  fetch  Proofs  from 
every  Author,  who  has  handled  or  treated 
this  Subjeft.  Thofe  Gentlmen  then,  who  fhall 
think  fit,  to  while  av/ay  a  little  of  their  time, 
ill  jperufmg  what  follp.ws,  I  fliall  for  their 

Sakes 


Sajces  (whofe  Studies  lie  otherways,  and  may 
perhaps  never  have  an  Opportunity  to  look 
into  any  of  thefe  Authors)  be  a  little  more 
Particular,  and  bring  a  few  out  of  that  cloud 
of  Witneffes,  to  prove  that  Purging  in  Rup- 
tures is  of  an  early  Date ;  for  this  I  begin 
with  Leonides. 

Leonides,  who  TS  faid  by  fome  to  have 
liv'd  413  Years  before  Chrift,  of  whom  we 
have  fome  Fragments  colle&ed  by  JEt'ius,  in 
his  Med.  Gr<ec.  Gontraft  eye  <ueteribus  Medici* 
vi<e,  trtrab.  4  Serm*  2.  fag*  255*  of  an  intefti- 
nal  Rupture, 

A  Rupture  (fays  he)  is  a  Difeafe  where- 
in the  Gut  fometimes  falls  down  into  the 
Groinr  fometimes  into  the  Scrotum,  which  is 
the  Caufe  of  much  Diforder,  and  many 
Troubles,  brings  on  a  miferable  Life,  and 

the  Danger  of  Death.  When  the  In- 

teftines  in  Scroto  are  diftejided  with  hardn?d 
Excrements,  they  often  occafion  Inflammati- 
ons and  Iliac  Paffions.  — -  This  Difeafe  pro- 
ceeds from  a  relaxation  or  breach  of  the  Pe- 
ritonaeum. An  Inquinal  foon  becomes  a  fcro- 
tal  Rupture,  for  when  negle6ted,  and  the  Tu- 
mour increafeth,  it  forceth  its  Way  into  the 
Scrotum.  And  ttuly  fuch  a  Rupture,  when 
extremely  bad,  is  only  to  be  cur'd  by  Sur- 
gery, and  that  not  without  Danger.  — 
In  iiich  a  Rupture,  attended  with  an  Iliac 
JPaffion,  we  are  immediately  to  endeavour  a 
Reduction,  by  placing  the  Sick  in  a  proper 
Poiiure,  and  if  the  neighbouring  Parts  are 

fwelFd 
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fwell'd  and  much  inflamed,  we  are  not  to 
repone,  untill  by  Fomentations,  &c.  thefe 
Symptoms  ceafe,  and  fometimes  when  the 
Parts  are  hugely  diftended,  we  are  to  fcarifie 
in  order  to  prevent  a  Mortification. 


If  the  Faeces  (fays  he  tetr.  4  cap.  23.)  be 
the  Obftacle,  the  Belly  is  to  be  mov'd  with 
a  Clyfter.  If  Wind,  befide  the  Clyfter,  the 
Part  is  to  be  fomented,  £§c.  in  cap.  26.  tetr. 
3.  S$rm  \.  Qu<e  cur  a  afao  adftrifta  adbi- 
benda.  You  >  have  variety  of  laxative  and 
purging  Medicines  againft  Conftipations. 

In  Chap.  28.  de  vofaulo  A'ctigenls,  we  are 
told  that  it  often  happens  to  thofe  whofe  In- 
teftines  are  iiiipa<Sed  with  Excrements  in  Scroto, 
that  if  then  they  are  violently  prptruded  or 
handled  an  Inflammation  is  excited,  in  which 
Cafe  oily  Cl  liters,  wherein  Cuminfeeds,  Rue, 
and  Marfh-mallows  had  been  boil'd,  emollient 
Fomentations  are  of  great  life,  as  alfo  Appli- 
cations of  large  Bladders  filPd  with  Bran 
boil'd  in  the  former,  or  the  like  Deco&ion,  ap- 
ply 'd^  warm  to  the  Parts,  which  together  with 
laxative  Pills  of  Aloes,  or  any  other,  wou'd 
move  the  Belly,  and  Draughts  of  Carmina- 
tive Deceptions,  as  of  Aniieeds,  Dill,  @*. 
fweetn'd,  gave  Relief,  and  facilitated  the  Re- 
duction. 


purg'd  his  ruptur'd  Patients  with 
Aloes   one  Dram,  omnss  can/as  (fays  he)  af- 
tRmnm  operates  fecum  fulducit  ;  but  if  the 
Fains  remain'd  or  increas'd,  then  he  had  Re- 

coiirfe 


courfe  to  Opiates.  If  the  Iliac  Paffion  pro* 
ceeded  from  the  Inteftines  in  Scroto,  he  ad- 
vifeth  purging  gently,  and  when  repon'd  to 

fee  kept  up  with  a  proper  Bandage. If 

the  Inflammation  proceed  from  a  Comprefii- 
on^  he  orders  Bleeding  and  Fafting  three 
Days,  and  fays  he,  by  giving  Hiera  Picra  for 
fome  time,  I  reftor'd  the  Parts  in  one. 

Galen  in  fuch  a  Cafe,  order'd  his  ruptur'd 
Patients  to  be  purg'd  often  with  Aloes.  Ven- 
iron  Exonerate  tent  ft  Catapottjs  ex  Aloe.  — 
If  ttefe  did  not  do,  then  purging  Clyfters, 
fcefides  feveral  other  Purgatives,  both  fimple 
and  compound. 

Arettus  tells  us,  pag.  13.  cap.  5.  6.  That  an 
Iliac  Paffion  often  befals  thofe,  whofe  Inteftines 
are  prolaps'd  into  the  Scrotum,  i.  e.  thofe  who 
are  troubl'd  with  a  compleat  Rupture.  "What- 
ever irritates  and  expels  "Wind  is  good,  as  Ela- 
tsrium,  Cumin,  or  Rue,  or  oily  Carminative 
Clyfteis,  and  Fomentations  of  Emolients,  which 
are  always  friendly  to  the  Inteftines. Infi- 
nite others  have  been  invented  and  approved, 
but  if  neither  the  Pain  abate,  nor  the  Excre- 
ments be  eje&ed,  Purgatorium  Pbarmacum  quod 
Hur am  vacant  necejfario  dandum  eft  ;  a  purging 
Medicine  call'd  Hiera  Ptfra,  muft  neceflarily 
be  given.  -"Aliments  of  a  loofening  Nature, 
to  keep  the  Body  open,  muft  be  given  in  Cockr 
Broth,  Barley  or  Chicken-Broth,  gjr.  Oil  of 
fweet  Almonds  may  be  drunk  with  the  Broth, 
or  what  elfe  v/ill  keep  the  Body  open,  all  which 
will  be  profitable,  as  alfo  a  Decoftion  of  fweet 

Fennel- 


Fennel-Roots,  with  a  good  deal  of  Cinamon, 
for  ordinary  Drink. 

Paul,  Lib.  3.  Cap.  44,  When  the  Inteftines 
fall  down  into  the  Scrotum,  as  in  a  compleat 
Rupture,  an  Iliac  Paffion  is  often  excited  by  the 
Excrements  impa&ed  and  retained  there  ;  in 
which  Cafe  the  proper  Antidotes  are  Purga- 
tives, and  in  ihbrt,  all  Carminatives,  and  ci- 
thers prefcribed  in  the  Chapter  of  Cholicks,  If 
the  Obftru&ion  occafioned  by  the  Faeces  re- 
tained remain,  a  Purge  of  Scammony,  or  A- 
loes,  will  be  convenient,  and  then  a  gentle  Re- 
du&ion  is  to  be  efiay'd,  the  Sick  on  his  Back, 
with  his  Thighs  elevated,  @-. 

Alexander  rfralininus  born  as  fome  fay  about 
A.  D.  360,  purg'd  his  Ruptured  Patients,  as  he 
did  thofe  in  Iliac  Paffions,  and  Cholicks,  with 
Aloes,  Hiera  Piera,  fometimes  with  an  Addi- 
tion of  a  little  Scammony,  aut  Paulo  awptiore 
aut  minors  mo  do  "ipfos  purgabis^  to  which  he  ve- 
ry often  added  Anifeeds,  fweet  Fennel,  Cina- 


t  That  Aloes  and  Scammony,  with  Aroma- 
tick  Spices,  were  the  common  Purgatives  us'd 
by  the  Ancient  Greek  Phyficians,  in  Iliac  Paf- 
fions, caus'd  by  Ruptures,  is  plain  from  their 
Works.—  Moft  of  all  their  Hiera's  have  both 
thefe  Ingredients  in  'em,  as  Hiera  Coinpofita  Ca- 
lew,  ArchJgems,  Logadii,  Ducts,  tfkeodoret'i,  Ju- 
fii,  Knffi,  Conft  anting  Purgatorium  ad  Colicos  Eu- 
clm'i,  which  Afterius  us'd,  Purgalormm  Pana- 
return  dictum,  which  Her  adit  us  Cow.  us'd, 

with 


with  a  vaft  many  more,  had  all  both  thefe 
Ingredients  in  'em.  -  -  To  inftance  in  ail, 
wou'd  be  an  endlefs  Labour,  I  ihall  therefore 
pafs  'em  over,  as  I  ihali  over  all  thefe  bar- 
barous Ages,  when  Learning  of  all  Sorts  lay 
as  it  were  bury'd  in  Oblivion,  till  it  began 
to  revive  in  Italy  9  when  Phyfick  and  Philo« 
fbphy  were  tranflated,  efpecially.  'Aftjitftifs 
Works,  which  in  the  Days  of  Frederick  the  lid, 
Emperor,  were  refcu'd  out  of  the  Hands  of  the 
Saracens  j  and  publickly  taught  in  the  Univer- 
fities  about  the  Year  1214. 


taught  Phyfick  at  Bonomay  about 
the  Year  1270,  and  from  him  many  eminent 
Phyficians  were  given  to  Europe,  as  Dims  dc 
Garboy  &c.  In  thefe  Days  many  learn'd  Men 
adorn'd  the  Univerfities  of  Italy  ^  and  drew 
the  curious  Enquirers  after  Science,  from  all 
the  neighbouring  Nations,  to  whofe  Labours 
the  World  is  mightily  indebted  ;  not  only 
Phyfick,  but  Surgery  made  a  great  Progrefs 
there,  by  Jo.  de  vigo^  Jac.  Bereng  Carp.  Man- 
anusy  Barolttan,  &c.  but  alfo  in  Trance  by 
Guidoy  &c.  So  that  to  mention  but  the.  100 
Perfon  who  has  treated  Ruptures  wou'd  be 
troublefome.  I  ihall,  as  briefly  as  I  can,  con- 
fult  thofe  following. 


Nic.  Bertruriw,  A.  D. 
This  famous  Praftical  Phyfician  purg'd  his 
ruptur'd  Patients,  as  did  his  Scholar  Guido^ 
with  two  Drams  of  Rhubarb,  Diaprun,  So- 
lutiv.  and  order'd  the  Part  to  be  fomented 
after  Reduilion,  with  a  Deco(5tion  of  Cyprefs 

Peels, 
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Peels,  Balauftans,  Galls,-  and  Alom  in  red 
"Wine,  with  a  Rupture  Plaifter,  and  the  Sick  to 
keep  his  Bed  for  Fifty  Days,  and  if  he  went 
abroad,  to  wear  a  well  fitted  Trufs  over  the 
Plaifter,  and  in  the  mean  time,  according  to 
Paul's  Advice  to  give  a  medicated  Wine, 
wherein  Cyprefs  Peels,  g?r.  were  infus'd,  or 
this  call'd 

Guidons  Powder. 

Take  Roots  of  Comfry  the  greater,  Solo- 
mon's  Seat,  Plantain,  Valerian,  Pimpernell,  of 
each  one  Ounce,  Nuc.  Cyprefs,  Nutmegs, 
Cinamon,  Rhubarb  terrified,  Coriander  Seed, 
of  each  two  Drams.  Sang.  Drac.  Maftic,  of 
each  one  Dram,  make  a  Powder,  Dofe  one 
Dram,  to  be  taken  every  Morning  fafting, 
drinking  after  it  about  a  Gill  of  medicated  red 
Wine.  He  alfo  order'd  one  Dram  of  the 
Powder  of  Comfry  Roots  by  it  felf,  to  be  taken 
every  Morning,  wafhing  it  dov/n  with  a 
Glafsof  red  Wine. 

In  a  compleat  Rupture,  fays  he,  when  the 
Inteftine  is  in  the  Scrotum  Fotus's  of  emol- 


lients, as  Chamomel,  Linfeed,  JjjjJr.  are  to  be 
us'd,  and  the  Surgeon  to  endeavour  to  repone 
it  gently,  and  by  Degrees.  Aut  flat  is  cruri- 
bus  fuccutietitr,  dato  priiis  fuppofitorio  aut  Cly- 
ftere  acrl  Jo.  Riolan's  Meth.  Med.  Part 


Bertrutius  in  his  ir.  3.  foft.  3.  cap.  2. 
Taught  another  Way  of  reducing  a  prolapfed 
Inteftine,  by  immergmg  the  Body  in  cold  Wa- 
ter up  to  the  Navel,  In  ftffuaqut  frigid*  ufqne 

ad 
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ad  uwliluum  prolapfum  Inteftinum  docuit  repon'r, 
and  this  he  had  from  his  Matter  Hippocrates, 
who  in  his  Book  de  Humid.  ufu,  declared  that 
cold  Water  reftored  a  prolaps'd  Uterus,  Ita  ut 
Uteros  -prolapfos  £9  refrigerates  it  a  foveat,  Hip. 
L  2.  de  Morb.  MuL  N°.  28.  29. 

Hippocrates  omnium  vero  primus  lib.  de  Steri- 
litate,  cum  prolapfam  vufaam  aqua  frigidijjima 
fub  diuum  expofita  reftituit.  Galen  6  Meth.  Ad 
reponenda  quoque  Inteftina  in  ventrem  transfof- 
fum,  addolentem  qudque^  &  inflammatam  Seaem^ 
&  reftum  Inuftmi  utendam,  five  de  feffu,  five  fo- 
ment'iS)  aquam  Hippocrates  aocitit  in  L  de  Fijiu- 
lisy  N°.  3.  Galen  Lib.  6.  Meth.  c.  4.  Inflatum 
vero  Inteftinum  ex  percuffb  abdomme  prolapfum 
quod  reduci  facile  non  pot  eft  aqua  cahnte  fovet. 

Dr.  Eaynard  gave  Sir  Join  Floyer  an  Ac- 
count of  a  Perfon  -cur'd  of  a  Rupiure  by  the 
cold  Bath  at  London,  which  muft  be  effected, 
iays  Sir  J.  by  the  contrafting  of  the  relax'd '/V- 
riton£umy  and  by  this  Cure  we  may  be  direct 
ed  to  try  the  Vertue  of  cold  Baths  in  the  Proci- 
dentia  Uteri  &  Am,  and  in  Tumors  of  the 
Haemorrhoids. 

Avemoar  Med.  Arabs  fl.  Al.  1130.  tells  us  of 
a  young  Man  who  lay  two  Months  on  his 
Back,  and  by  the  fole  Ufe  of  a  Laxative  Diet, 
and  a  good  Regimen,  v/as  entirely  freed  from 
his  Rupture. 

Mattl.   de  Gradi.   de  Ruptura  Sipkach,   he 
v/as  an  Excellent  Praftical  Phyfician,  a  Pub- 
lick 
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lick  Profefibr  of  Phyfick  at  Ticlnum  or  Pavia  in 
Italy9)  in  his  Commentaries  on  Rkafn  ad  Ai- 
man/orem^  you'll  find  moft  fmgular  Remedies 
for  Ruptures. 

Guido  de  Cauliaco*  Tract.  6.  Doct.  11.  p.  247. 
J353>  The  Cure  of  Rupture*  by  Medicines,  he 
begins  with  Purging,  he  difchargeth  his  Pati- 
ents from  all  flatulent  Foods,  orders  :em  to  lie 
Quiet,  keep  an  open  Belly  with  Clyitei  s,  Caflia, 
Diacathol.  &c.  To  ufe  Carminatives  in  all 
they  eat,  and  one  Dram  of  his  Pov/der  in  a 
Gill  of  Red-Wine  every  Morning,  wherein 
Comfry,  Solomon's  Seal,  and  'Rfatitiri,  are  the 
Chief,  which  is  given  in  order  to  facilitate  the 
Redudion  with  the  Help  of  Emolient  Fotus's, 
Clyfters,  @r.  but  when  reduc'd,  he  fomented 
the  Part  with  Aftringents,  as  Cyprefs-Nuts,  A- 
lom, •  @r.  in  Wine.  A  Plaifter  he  renew'd  e- 
very  nine  Days,  in  removing  of  which  he 
held  his  Fingers  on  the  Part,  till  he  apply'd  the 
other  with  a- well- fitted  Trufs,  and  fifty  Days 
Reft  in  Bed ;  he  generally  fucceeded  :  The  Plai- 
fter was  that  de  pdlt  Antiwa^  or  Kka^fsj  or 
Av'icmntfs. 

Fallopius  born  .A.  D.  1490,  in  his  Works 
printed  at  Venus  1606  fol.  vol.  3.  p.  93,  Mani* 
fold  (fays  he)  are  the  Medicines  us'd  both  out* 
wardly  and  inwardly  in  the  Cure  of  Ruptures, 
ail  of  which  are  to  be  direfted  to  this  one 
Scope,  that  after  Reduftion,  the  Part  ruptitfd, 
or  relax'd,  is  to  be  Gonfolidated.  The  Patient 
is  to  wear  a-well-fitted  Trufs  conftantly,  to  keep 
Bed,  and  much  on  his  Back,  forty,  or  at  molt 
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eighty  Days ;  and  when  the  Inteftines  are  re- 
duc'd  by  the  common  Means,  as  Bathing  with 
Emolients,  Purging,  &c.  the  Part  over  the 
Breach  may  be  fomented  with  an  Aitringent 
Deco6tion« 

He  generally  cur'd  Children  in  thirty  Days, 
with  the  common  Specificks,  with  Cyprefs-Nuts 
boil'd  in  Wine,  and  a  Dram  of  the  Powder  of 
thefe  Nuts  every  Morning,  waihing  it  dov/n 
with  mulPd  Red-Wine. 

And  to  thofe  advanc'd  in  Years,  he  gave  the 
Powder  of  Comfry  Roots,  with  Rbeubarby  Mace, 
Cinamon,  &c.  or  four  or  five  Ounces  of  a  De- 
co&ion  of  'em,  in  rough  Red-Wine  every 
Morning,  after  taking  two  Drams  of  an  Ele- 
duary,  wherein  Comfry  Roots  are  Chief,  for 
thirty  or  forty  Days. 


Renibertus  Dodon<etiS)  Nat. 
tells  us,  That  when  the  Inteftine  is  out  of  its 
Place,  the  Symptoms  are  fometimes  dreadful, 
and  when  Incarcerated  often  fatal,  in  which 
Cafe  we  are  immediately  to  procure  a  Redu- 
Sion,  for  which  End  Emolient  Clyfters,  Fo- 
mentations,  gentle  Purges,  and  all  that  will 
free  *em  of  Flatus,  and  Faeces,  are  to  be  us'd ; 
For  when  they  are  empty,  it's  eafy  to  repone* 
—That  in  an  Iliac  Paffion,  occafion'd  by  a 
Rupture^  when  nothing  wou'd  give  Eafe,  he 
gave  a  Scruple  of  Pill  Iliac*,  defcrib'd  by  'Kbu- 

Jis,  in  his  ninth  Book  to  Almam. That  with 

fuch  a  Dofe  he  cur'd  a  Spanift  Soldier,  who 

was 
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was  given  over  for  Dead,  in  an  Iliac  Paffion, 
caus'd  by  a  Rupture. 

About  the  Year  1507,  Gul  Rondclctms  was 
born  at  Montpelier,  ftudied  Phyllck  and  Anato- 
my under  Guinter  Andernacus,  and  was  after- 
wards Chancellor  of  that  Uriiverfity,  in  his 
Metbodus  Mori).  Cur.  I.  7.  p.  427,  in  a  compleat 
Rupture,  he  tells  us,  how  he  purg'd  v/ith  Ca* 
tM'icon  two  Ounces,  Caffia,  Sebeftens,  of  each 
one  Dram,  Rktubarb  two  Drams,  Anifeeds 
one  Dram,  with  the  Syr.  Rof.  Solutiv.  make 
an  Opiat.  Dof.  one  Ounce  in  Form  of  a  Bolus. 

A  Fomentation  wherein  Comfry  was  Chief, 
with  a  Common  Rupture  Plaifter,  and  a-well- 
fitted  Trufs,  and  during  the  whole  Time,  us'd 
a  Carminative  Powder  of  Anifeeds,  Fennel, 
Coriander,  of  each  two  Ounces,  Sugar  four 
Ounces,  mix  and  make  a  Powder,  to  be  taken 
twice  a  Day,  keeping  the  Body  always  free 
with  the  forefaid  Opiat,  drinking  Broth  of  an 
old  Cock.  He  orders  the  Empl  de  pelle  Artetis, 
to  be  worn  for  three  Months  conftantly,  v/ith 
a  well-adapted  Trufs,  Rejcftis  igitur  mane  ahr 

fvefictf  Excrementis  pars  relaxata  fouenda  cum 
i  ongla  dec.  Callid. 

About  the  Year  1517,  flourilh'd  Join  de  Vi- 
go9  who  in  his  7th  Chapter  of  Ruptures,  begun 
the  Cure  with  Emptying,  or  as  he  calls  it,  an 
Univerfal  Purgation,  in  order  to  facilitate  the 
Reduftion.  As  This, 
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Take  Diacatholicon  fix  Drams,   Diaphxni- 
,con  three  Drams,  Rheubarb  one  Scruple,  with 
a  Decoftion  of  the  Cordial  Flowers,  and  Syrup 
of  Violets  one  Ounce,  make  a  Dofe. 

An  Aftringent  Fomentation  to  be  us'd  after 
the  Gut  is  reduc'd. 

Take  Rcd-Rofes,  Balauftians,  Pomegranates, 
Myrtle,  Plantain,  of  each  one  Handful,  Corn- 
fry  Roots,  Cyprefs-Nuts,  N°.  12.  Hipocift.  half 
an  Ounce,  Alom  two  Ounces,  St.  JohnVwort, 
Vinegar  of  Rofes,  &?.  boil  all  in  Red-Wine, 
to  the  Confumption  of  half,  ftrain,  and  with 
this  warm,  bathe  the  Part  with  a  Spunge,  with 
an  ad  Hermam  Plaifter,  and  a-well-fitted  Trufs, 
to  be  chang'd  twice  a  Week,  the  Patient  in 
Bed,  obferving  all  the  Time  a  proper  Diet,  ra- 
ther roafted  than  boiPd,  and  Food  of  good 
Nourifhment,  with  Cinamon,  Mint,  and  Com- 
'fry,  &c.  which  gave  him  both  Honour  and 
Profit,  and  where-with  he  cur'd  many. 

Hercuhs  Saxonia  Nat.  Patav.  ijji.  fag.  211, 
This  Celebrated  Phyfician  was  Profefibr  of  Pra- 
ftice  in  Padua,  order'd  his  Ruptured  Patients  to 
be  purg'd  with  CafTia,  Ele6r.  of  the  Juyce  of 
Rofes,  with  Diagred.  and  when  an  Iliac  Paf- 
fion  v/as  occafion'd  by  the  Rupture,  he  fays, 
we  may  try  all  Things,  rather  than  fuffer  the 
Excrements  to  come  up  at  the  Mouth,  and 
therefore  we  may  venture  to  give  Elater'utm 
five  Grains,  whatever  the  Matter  be.  Let  no 
Man  obje<S  that  the  Inflammation  prohibits 
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thefe  Things ;  for  an  Inflammation  when  it  is 
fix'd,  is  treated  with  hot  and  digefting  Things, 
therefore  though  they  be  hot,  they  do  no  harm, 
and  the  Abundance  of  Excrements  retain'd, 
does  more  harm  than  Phyfick  does  if  it  purge  ; 
and  thus  an  Inflammation,  when  the  Inteftine 
is  fallen  into  the  Scrotum^  is  to  be  treated ;  but 
if  it  be  without  an  Inflammation,  the  Redu- 
ction is  immediately  to  be  effay'd  by  the  com- 
mon Means  of  Emolient  Decoclions,  Clyfters, 
gx\  of  Mallows,  Marfh-Mallows,  Linfeed, 
Chamomel-Flowers,  gr.  with  Carminatives, 
as  Cumin,  Anifeeds,  Rue,  Laurel-Berries,  &c. 

• When  the  Excrements  are  much  hardn'd, 

Emolient  Clyfters  are  beft,  or  as  Hippocrates 
did,  they  are  to  be  put  into  a  Bath,  with  Emo- 
iient  Herbs,  and  to  ufe  the  following  Powder ; 

Take  Rheubarb  one  Dram,  Cinamon  five 
Grains,  Sugar  half  a  Dram,  to  be  given  in 
Broth  or  warm  "Wine, 

CJ?almet<cus  was  Rondehtius's  Scholar  at  Mont- 
pelitr  i;o7,  and  Anton.  Saparta,  in  his  EncVi- 
ridion  Cbirurg.  pag.  168.  dc  Enter ocde  &  Epi* 
ploceh)  orders  the  Belly  to  be  kept  always  open, 
efpecially  in  a  compleat  Rupture^  left  the  Ex- 
crement hardn'd  in  the  Gut  in  Scroto,  create 

much  Trouble. The  Humours  being  pre- 

par'd,  the  Body  to  be  emptied  by  Purging. 
•  That  Rheubarb,  Tamarinds,  and  all  the  My- 
rabolans,  are  proper,  as  are  all  that  leave  an 
Aftringent  Quality  after  'em. But  his  com- 
mon Purgative  was  Aloephanginae  Pills,  three 
at  Night  going  to  Bed,  the  Bignefs  of  a  Nut- 
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meg  every  Morning  fafting,  of  an  Ele&uary 
whereof  Comfry  Roots  and  Solomon's  Seal  were 
Chief.  -  And  to  ftrengthen  the  Part,  Topicks 
were  apply  'd  of  Balauftians,  Plantain,  Rofe- 
Leaves,  Com  fry  ,  &c.  boil'd  in  Red-Wine,  and 
Smith's  Forge-Water  ;  and  in  the  mean  Time 
a  Deco&ion  of  equal  Parts  of  Comfry  Roots, 
and  Ofmond-Royal  in  Wine  and  Water,  mix'd 
with  Syrup  of  Quinces  for  common  Drink;  the 
Sick  in  the  mean  Time  to  keep  Bed. 

Jac.  FontanuS)  firft  Phyfician  of  Praftice  at 
Paris  1591,  began  his  Cure  of  Ruptures  with 
Evacuations,  left  the  Fsecal  Matter  increafe  in 
the  Inteftines,  they  are  to  be  emptied  ;  and  us'd 
proper  Clyfters,  Purges,  Fomentations,  and 
Poultices,  that  the  Jnteftine  might  be  repon'd 
to  its  proper  Place,. 


Jo.  Crato  a  Crafftkeim^  born  at  BrtflMB*  the 
Chief  of  Silefia,  in  1  5*19^  was  afterwards  Phy- 
fician to  three  Emperors.  In  his  Epiftles  and 
Councils,  14.  p.  6$.  ad  d.  Hur.  Domelin^  be- 
gun his  Cure  with  Pil.  Angelic,  where  Aloes  is 
Chief,  and  in  the  mean  Time  us'd  Fomenta- 
tions, Clyfters,  @h  in  order  to  reduce  the  In- 
teftine,  made  him  drink  Cock,  or  Chicken- 
Broth,  wherein  Comfry  Roots  were  boil'd,  eve- 
ry Morning  fafting,  and  to  lie  in  Bed  ;  for  Ta- 
ble-Drink Worm  wood  -Wine,  to  eat  much  Gin-. 
ger  preferv'd  in  Syrup,  Anifeeds,  or  any  Thing 
clfe  that  breaks  Wind,  feeing  nothing  is  more 
troublefbme  to  ruptiu  r  d  Patients. 
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Conf.  15.  D.  Jo.  Stgifmuud. 
To  facilitate  the  Redu&ion  of  the  Parts  pro- 
laps'd,  he  order'd  the  Inteftines  to  be  emptied, 
and  his  Patient  to  keep  on  his  Back  in  Bed, 
for  which  End  he  ordered  Emolient  Fomenta- 
tions, Ciyfters,  @\  with  a  Draught  where 
Comfry  Roots,  Solomon's  Seal,  with  Anifeeds, 
&c.  were  Chief,  to  be  taken  twice  a  Day  for  a 
Month  together,  which  when  reduc'd,  with  a 
Rupture  Plaifter,  and  a-well-adapted  Trufs,  re- 
new'd  every  fifth  Day,  he  perfected  his  Cure, 
but  order'd  the  Plaifter  and  Trufs  to  be  conti- 
nued for  a  Year,  when  the  Ruftur'd  Part  wou'd 
be  thoroughly  Confolidated,  and  now  and  then 
he  order'd  Caffia,  new  Pulpt,  with  Anifeeds, 
in  Pov/der,  to  keep  the  Body  open.  To  fome 
he  gave  every  other  Day  nine  or  ten  Spoonfuls 
of  a  purging  Deco&ion,  wherein  Rheubarb, 
Senna,  Cinamon,  Anifeeds,  and  other  Carmi- 
natives were  boiPd,  and  fweetn'd  with  Honey 
of  Rofes. 

If  it  did  not  purge  enough,  a  Bolus  of  El. 
Lenitiv.  two  Drams,  with  a  Diaphaenic.  four 
Scruples,  at  Night  was  given. 

If  it  purge  too  much,  abftain  two  or  three 
Days,  then  take  of  a  Corroborating  Conferve 
at  Night,  going  to  Bed,  as  Conf.  Rofes  one 
Dram,  Species  Rof.  Nov.  half  a  Dram,  Cort. 
Citron  two  Drams,  with  Syr.  of  Rofes  f.  Con- 
ditum, 
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As  for  an  Inveterate  Rupture. 

Having  purg'd  fufficiently  after  Reduftion, 
he  us'd  an  Aftringent  Fomentation,  whereof 
Comfry  Roots,  Tormentil,  Red-Rofes,  and  A- 
lom,  v/ere  Chief,  with  this  the  Part  was  fo- 
mented warm,  a  Rupture  Plaifter,  and  a  well- 
fitted  Trufs  were  apply'd.  -  He,  as  all  other 
Authors,  forbid  all  windy  Food,  and  enjoin'd 
to  live  on  a  fpare  Diet. 


Bartkolomsits  Monta^nana^  about  1417,  trea- 
ted his  Ruptufd  Patients  after  the  fame  Man- 
ner, only  gave  by  Way  of  Eleftuary,  half  an 
Ounce  every  Morning  fafting,  for  forty  Days 
together,  Ccmfry  Roots,  with  Moufe-ear,  in 
fine  Pov/der,  with  Sugar  of  Rofes,  and  Juyce 
of  Plantain,  keeping  the  Body  the  whole  Time 
open  v/ith  Aloetick  Pills,  us'd  the  fame  Cly- 
fters,  Fomentations,  @\  a  Plaifier  and  a  well- 
fitted  Trufs,  Ego  Montag.  Med.  it  a  fcribo  H. 
Card,  vidit  &  fuit  ex  Cpnjetifu* 

Peter  de  Franco  in  his  tfraite  des  Hermes  Li- 
ons j  }6  1,  is  very  particular  and  full  on  this 
Head.  If  in  a  compleat  Rupture,  the  Redu- 
ction proves  troublefome,  Emolient  Fomenta- 
tions, Clyfters,  @r.  are  to  be  us'd.  He  chiefly 
recommends  Purgatives  for  that  End,  of  PJL 
dggregtitiv.  two  Scruples,  and  a  purging  Poti* 
on  with  Rheubarb  one  Dram,  Diaphxnicon 
two  Drams,  Melrof.  one  Ounce  for  a  Potion, 
to  be  taken  Fafting.  And  when,  fays  he,  the 
Jnteftines  are  fufficiently  emptied)  you  are  to 
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endeavour  to  reduce  them,  as  gently  as  pofli- 
ble,  and  when  re-plac'd,  you  are  to  retain  5em, 
with  a  common  Rupture  Plaifter,  and  a  well- 
fitted  Trufs,  the  Patient  keeping  on  his  Back 
in  Bed,  for  forty  or  fifty  Days.     To  move  as 
little  as  poffible,  to  abftain  from  all  flatulent 
v/indy  Food,  Excefs  in  Eating  and  Drinking, 
from  all  violent  Exercifes,  and  Strainings.    Be 
fure  to  keep  the  Body  always  open,  left  the 
•Faecal  Matter  harden,  by  which  the  Peritoneum 
being  eomprefs'd,  the  Confolidation  may  be 
hinder'd.     Sometimes  he  purg'd  with  PH.  Aloe- 
pbanguitf,  and  Rheubarb,  and  during  the  whole 
Time,  he  order'd  the  Bignefs  of  a  Walnut,  in 
a  Draught  of  Red- Wine,  every  Morning,  of 
an  Electuary,    whereof  Ccm/ry  Roots  in  fine 
Powder, -with  Rheubarb,  Cinamon,  Anifeeds, 
gx.  were  Chief,  which  with  the  Reft,  fee  in 
the  forefaid  Book. 

Jo  a.  Jac.  Wecker  1/62,  in  his  Syntax  Cap. 
30.  de  Epjplocele  &  Enter oc el e. 

Tells  us,  If  the  Rupture  proceed  from  a 
Breach,  deficcating,  consolidating,  and  aftring- 
ing  Medicines  are  proper  ;  if  from  Relaxation, 
Aftringents  alone  are  fufficient,  of  which  he 
gives  feveral  Forms,  to  be  us'd  both  inwardly 
and  outwardly. 

The  Simples  he  us'd,  and  recommends, 
are  Contfry  Roots,  Solomon's  Seal,  or  the  fame 
in  fine  Powder,  to  be  walh'd  down  with  Red- 
Wine,  or  four  Ounces  of  the  Compound  fol- 
lowing. 

Take 
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Take  Comfry  Roots,  Biftort,  Solomon^  Seal, 
Mirabolans,  Anifeeds,  Crefs-Seeds,  of  each 
two  Ounces,  Rofemary-Flowers,  Rofes  of  each 
one  Pugil,  boil  'em  in  Red-Wine  and  Water, 
wherein  diffolve  Honey  and  Sugar,  of  each  e- 
qual  Parts,  after  due  purging  and  emptying 
the  Inteftines  of  their  Flatus  and  Faxes. 

He  alfo  gave  the  Bignefs  of  a  Nutmeg  of  an 
Eleftuary,  of  the  Conferve  of  Comfry  ,  Rofes, 
Nutmegs,  gV.  every  Morning  fafting,  warn- 
ing it  down  v/ith  a  Draught  of  Red-Wine,  for 
thirty  Days  together,  which  with  a  Plaifter  Je 

{die  Ar'uUna^  and  a  well-fitted  Trufs,  general- 
7  does  the  Bufmefs,   eflfe&ually  in  Children 
and  young  People.    See  him  at  large. 

Jo.  tfagaultius  Inftitut.  Cbirurg.  p.  195.  about 
1544,  in  Scrophulous  Cafes,  old  Ulcers,  and 
Ruptures,  fays  he,  we  ufe  purging  Medicines. 
Thofe  Surgeons  who  preceded  Guido,  gave 
Draughts  of  Vulnerary  Decoftions,  as  of  Co 
Roots,  Q}c.  in  Water  and  Wine,  fafting. 


Jo.  Marquard  Pratt.  Spirt  1583,  in  a  Hernia 
Inteftinalis^  or  compleat  Rupture,  gave  Pills, 
Powder  -s,  Syrups,  and  Ele6luaries,  where  Corn- 
fry  Roots,  and  Solomon's  Seal,  were  the  chief 
ingredients,  for  thirty  or  forty  Days  together; 
purging  twice  or  thrice  a  Week  with  Aloetick 
rills,  made  up  with  Aromatick  Spices,  as  Ci- 
namon,  Cloves,  Cardamons,  gfr.  he  alfo  us'd 
Emolient  Fomentations,  and  Clyfters,  in  order 
to  reduce,  a  common  Rupture  Plaifter  and 

Trufs.  g 


Trufs.    See  him  at  large,  and  Guido  Lanfram 
who  thus  cur'd  Children. 

Hieronymus  Cafiuaccius  Nat.  Pat.  1.587,  in 
his  Works  printed  at  Franc  fort  1^94,  begun 
the  Cure  Q\  Ruftures  with  purging',  us'd  Fo- 
mentations, &c.  to  facilitate  the  Reduftion, 
and  v/hen  reduc'd,  an  Aftringent  Fomentation, 
wherein  Comfry,  Horfe-Tail,  Cinquefoil,  Pome- 
granules,  Cyprefs-Nuts,  &c.  were  boil'd  in 
rough  Wine  and  Water,  and  with  a  Cerat  of 
Maftic,  Aloes,  Ifmglafs,  &c.  or  a  Plaifter  de 
pelle  Arimna,  with  a  proper  Trufs,  he  fuc- 
ceeded  in  the  Cure  in  young  People. 

Nic.  Pifo  lib.  3.  p.  848.  apudWtclelum  ij8of 
in  the  Cure  of  a  Bubonocele^  or  Groin  Rupture, 
he  begins  with  gentle  Purgatives,  as  of  Rheu- 
barb,  Aloes,  @r.  Aloephanginx  Pills,  or  Caf- 
fia,  new  Pulpt,  that  with  much  Reft,  and  a 
good  Trufs,  he  had  reitor'd  many,  without 
any  other  Remedy.  In  order  to  reduce  the 
Parts,  he  (as  molt  Authors  do)  us'd  Emolient 
Fomentations,  Clyfters,  &c.  and  order'd  the 
Patient  to  be  laid  on  his  Back,  and  the  Pans 
to  be  gently  repon'd. pag.  847. 

A  Powder  for  Childrens  Ruptures. 

Take  Comfry  Roots  in  fine  Powder,  Red- 
Rofes,  Betony,  of  each  three  Drams,  Maftic 
one  Dram,  fine  Bole  two  Scruples,  Mummy 
one  Dram  and  half,  Sugar  of  Rofes  double 
the  Weight  of  the  Whole,  mix  and  make  a 
Powder,  whereof  give  one  Dram  every  Morn- 
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ing  fafting,  drinking  after  it  three  Ounces  of 
the  following 

A  P  O  Z  E  M. 

Take  Rupture-wort  two  Handfuls,  of  the 
Roots  of  Ofmond-Royal,  and  Solomon's.  Seal, 
of  each  one  Ounce,  Comfry  Roots  one  Ounce 
and  a  half,  boil'd  or  infused  in  Red-Wine  and 
Iweetn'd.  ; 

Franc.  Peccct  7.  I.  c.  43.  de  Her  mis  p.  531, 
Raptur'd  Children,  by  Reafon  of  their  Tender- 
nefs,  may  be  eafily  cur'd  by  Medicines,  Adults 
not  without  manual  Operation. 

.  The  Body  is  to  be  purg'd,  in  order  to  re- 
duce the  Inteftine,  and  Omeuium.  The  Body 
to  be  kept  open,  left  in  ftraining,  the  Parts  be 
offended.  A  good  but  fpare  Diet  is  proper. 
All  flatulent  Food  to  b£  avoided.  Aftringent 
Wine  with  Ghaly  beated  Waters,  wherein  Ci- 
namon,  Coriander,  Ani feeds,  &c.  have  been 

iboil'd. After  due  Purging,  both  Internal 

and  External  Means  may  be  us'd,  either  in 
Form  of  Pills,  Electuary,  or  otherways.  The 
Roots  of  Comfry,  Solomon's  Seal,  with  other 
Vulneraries,  or  they  may  be  boil'd  in  Red-? 
Wine,  to  the  Confumption  of  a  Third ;  to  the 
ftrain'd  Liquor,  a  fumcient  Quantity  of  Sugar 
is  to  be  added,  to  make  it  palatable ;  two  or 
three  more  Ounces  of  it  may  be  given  every 

Morning  fafting,  pro  jfjatis  rations. An 

Electuary  may  be  made  of  Comfry  Roots  in 
fine  Powder,  Nutmegs,  Cmamon,  Anifeeds,  Q>c.  / 

v/ith 
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with  Syrup  of  Myrtles.  If  thefe,  with  a  fit 
Plaifter,  and  Trufs,  do  not  do,  Recourfe  muft 
be  had  to  Surgery  ,  either  by  Incilion,  or  Ufti* 
on,  as  Ctlfus,  Paul,  and  Albucafis  tells  us. 


Scultetus^  in  his  Armamentarium 
Nat.  1595  fag.  1  80,  began  his  Cure  with  Pur- 
ging, fee  his  Eleftuary  fag.  193,  of  common 
Simples,  calPd  by  fome  Specificks,  whereof 
Comfry  is  Chief,  the  Bignefs  of  a  Wallnut  to 
be  taken  every  Morning  fafting,  drinking  after 
it  a  Glafs  of  Red-Wine,  medicated  with  the 
forefaid  Simples.  Great  Care  is  to  be  had, 
that  the  Body  be  kept  open  daily,  left  ftrain- 
ing,  as  when  the  Excrements  are  hardn'd,  do 
much  Mifchief;  for  -this  End,  he  orders  the 
fame  Pills,  prefcrib'd  by  'Asjuapendens,  one 
Scruple  every  Night  before  Supper,  and  a  pur- 
ging Clyfter.  When  forty  Days  are  pafs'd, 
the  Sick  may  rife,  but  he's  to  continue  his 
Plaifter  and  Trufs.  -  I've  cur'd,  fays  he, 
Multitudes  whofe  Names  I  conceal,  by  the 
forefaid  Remedies,  and  reftor'd  'em  to  their 
former  Health,  by  ufing  a  good  Diet,  a  good 
Trufs,  and  the  Bignefs  of  a  Wallnut  of  an 
Ele&uary  of  Comfry  Roots,  Cort.  Citron,  O- 
range  canded,  Fennel-Seeds,  Q>c.  with  Syrup 
of  Myrtles,  or  Coral  q.  f.  to  be  taken  eveiy 
Morning  fafting,  wafhing  it  down  with  a  Glafs 
of  Red-Wine,  medicated  with  Comfry  Roots, 
Solomon's  Seal,  Ruftun  '-wort,  thorough-  Wax, 
Plantain,  Fennel-Seeds,  @;. 

Aquafenekns  Francf.   1620  cap.  32.  de  Ci:ra 
The  Body  is  to  be  purgM,  in  order  to 

reduce 


reduce  the  Parts  prolaps'd.  Moift  and  windy 
Meats  are  to  be  avoided,  and  all  violent  Exer- 

cifes. Bread  well  bak'd,  with  Anifeeds  in 

it,  Flefh  rather  roafted  than  boil'd. Wine 

muft  be  Aftringent.  You  may  purge  with 
Manna,  Agarick,  Honey  of  Rofes,  gir.  with 
aftringcnt  Agglutinatives,  as  Comfry  Roots, 
Rupture-wort,  &c.  but  if  thefe  don't  do,  the 
Sick  is  to  keep  his  Bed  for  forty  Days,  and 
abftain  from  all  Excefs,  and  to  take  half  an 
Ounce  of  an  Ele6hiary,  whereof  Comfry  Roots, 
with  Rheubarb,  Nutmegs,  and  other  Aftrin- 
gent Powders,  as  Bole,  Dragon's-Blood,  Ma- 
ftic,  &c.  are  Chief;  a  common  Rupture  Plai- 
fter,  with  a  well-fitted  Trufs,  to  be  worn  over 
it,  during  the  whole  Time  of  Cure,  and  even 
afterwards,  till  it  be  judg'd  fafe  to  leave  'em  of, 
and  thus  a  Rupture,  in  a  young  and  tender 
Body,  is  to  be  cur'd. 

Guer turns  Rolfineius  Nat.  Hamburg  1^99  & 
Curandi,  &  1655,  tells  us  in  his  Works  Epit. 
Cognofc.  of  a  Woman  of  Thirty,  cur'd  of  an 
Iliac  Paffion,  when  ihe  vomited  up  her  Faeces, 
very  offenfive,  occafion'd  by  the  ftrangulated 
Inteftine  in  an  Inquinal  Rupture ,  cur'd  by  Pur- 
ging with  five  Antimonial  Clyfters.  The  Loofe- 
nefs  continued  feveral  Days,  and  fo  excefliye, 
as  to  require  an  Opiat  to  flop  it,  but  fo  propiti- 
ous, as  to  relieve  her  of  both  the  Iliac  Paffion. 
and  Rupture. 


BvrAcrtttius  M,  D.  Lmiel.  on  Stocker  I.  i. 
c.  J4.  ^  Hernia  Franc.  1601. 

In  order  to  reduce  the  Parts  prolaps'd,  he 
emptied  the  Intefiines,  with  Aloephanginae  Pills 
one  Dram,  upon  an  empty  Stomach,  till  with 
Fomentations,  Clyfters,  gti  he  repon'd  the 
Parts  to  their  Places.  In  the  mean  Time,  he 
ordered  ?em  to  drink  Wine,  medicated  with 
Sanicle,  Mugwort,  Comfry  Roots,  twice  a  Day, 
obferving  a  good  Diet,  cum  bona  Ligatura  & 
flumaciotis  Ligatis^  with  a  Rupture  Plaifter. 

Rodertc.  a  Fonfeca  Conf.  Med.  Ven.  1628 
f.  103.  Conf.  36.  de  Hernia  Inteftin.          * 

The  Indications  in  this,  are  to  repone,  and 
retain.  The  firft  is  perform'd  by  evacuating 
the  Inteftines,  which  is  beft  done  with  one 
I)ram  of  Pill.  Aggregativ.  to  be  continu'd,  with 
two  Ounces  of  the  following  Eleftuary,  till 
the  Parts  are  re-plac'd. 

Take  Comfry  Roots  one  Pound,  beat  and 
pulp  through  a  Sieve,  Honey  as  much,  boil 
?em  to  the  Confiftence  of  an  Eleftuary,  then 
add  Safron  one  Dram,  Cinamon  two  Drams, 
Mofch.  four  Grains,  and  every  third  Day,  let 
him  have  three  Drams  of  Eleft.  Laetificans,  and 
to  drink  four  Ounces  of  a  Decoftion  of  Vulne- 
rary Plants,  for  fifty  Days,  Thus  I  have  re- 
ftor'd  one  of  forty  feven  Years,  poft  Sanaiionem 
cauls  vivat. — • — The  Parts  being  re-plac'd,  ^Fo- 
mentations  aftringent  are  to  be  us'd,  which 

with 


with  a  Plaifter  de  pdlc  Arietiva,  and  a  fit  Trufs, 
to  remain  in  Bed  forty  or  fixty  Days,  to  fo- 
ment every  eight  Days,  and  renew  the  Plaifter. 

Inwardly,  Agglutinating  Simples  are  to  be 
us'd,  as  the  Powder  of  Rupture-wort  one  Dram 
every  Morning,  warning  it  down  with  a  Glafs 
of  Red  Wine,  a  drying  Diet,  medicated  Wines, 
Red,  parum  bibat. 

Joubert  upon  Guidons  Surgery  p.  ^63. 

Begins  his  Cure  of  Ruptures  by  emptying 
with  purging  Medicines,  in  order  to  facilitate 
the  Redu6tion.  During  the  whole  Cure,  he 
.kept  their  Body  open  with  Suppofitories,  Cly- 
fters,  Caffia,  Tamarinds,  or  Catholicon,  or- 
der'd  them  to  lie  Quiet  in  Bed,  and  in  all  their 
Meats  to  ufe  Carminatives,  as  Fennel,  Corian- 
der, Anifeeds,  &c. 

Frederic  Hoffman  in  bis  Inftitut.  on  Galen  /.  3. 
f.  47.  of  an  Iliac  Paffion. 

Teacheth  us  firft  to  ufe  Emolients,  and  then 
to  try  lharp  Evacuations. 

SancJorius  1602. 

Tells  us,  That  hapning  upon  a  Ruptured 
Patient,  whofe  Belly  was  Uuift  with  hard  ¥x- 
ces,  in  great  Pain,  he  gave  him  firft  Ol.  Amigd. 
d.  ten  Ounces,  next  Day  order'd  him  a  Clyfter, 
of  Oil  and  Hiera,  v/hereupon  the  Faeces  dif» 

folv'd 


folv'd  by  the  Oil,  were  brottght  away  by  Vir- 
tue of  the  Hiera. 

AM  Rofchts  ad  Hildanum  Obf.  81.  Cent.  2. 

Order'd  his  Ruptured  Patients  Ol.  Amigd.  d. 
a  large  Quantity,  for  three  or  four  Times  to  be 
drunk  at  Night,  as  alfo  Laxative  and  Purging 
Draughts,  befides  Cataplafms,  Fotus's,  Clyfters, 
&c.  with  Eleft.  Benedift.  Laxativ.  and  Hiera, 
by  whofe  Help  he  began  to  void  fetid  indura- 
ted Faeces,  fb  that  he  eafily  put  up  the  Inteftine 
in  its  Place. 

Franc,  de  Woe  Silvius  1614,  lorn  at  Hanover , 
afterwards  Chief  Phyfician  for  Practice  at  Am- 
Jterdam. 

Tells  us,  That  when  Part  of  the  Inteftines 
is  forc'd  without  the  Rings,  as  in  a  Rupture9 
and  the  fame  is  roughly,  or  violently  handPd, 
an  Inflammation  and  Gangrene  are  occafion'd  ; 
but  if  the  Faeces  can  be  forc'd  downwards,  fo 
that  the  Inteftines  be  emptied,  the  fame  may  be 
eafily  reduc'd. 

Mdclior  tfrile  in  Mifc.  Cur.  1672  Obf.  96. 

Gives  us  an  Inftance  of  a  Ruptur'd  Iliac  Pa- 
ttern cur'd  b*y  a  Loofenefs. 


M  Pittairifs 


Pitcairtfs  Elements  of  Medicine  p. 

Sed  fe  Conflet  morbum  oriri  a  facibus 
trbus  ob  Copiam  *vel  Lentorem^  tune  Confulurem 
i  fortiora  per  os  exhibere. 


Jo.  FcrneliuS)  in  lis  Works  printed  at  Hanover 
1610,  fol.  />.  73.  pro  Enter  ocde  in  a  complete 
Rupture. 

The  Patient  is  to  keep  his  Bed  twenty  Days 
at  leaft,  to  abftain  from  violent  Motions,  @r. 
to  live  foberly  and  temperately,  and  to  keep  an 
open  Belly.  -  The  Body  is  to  be  purg'd  for 
fifteen  or  fixteen  Days,  or  until  the  Parts  be  re- 
duc'd.  -  •  Emollient  and  Carminative  Clyfters 
are  proper,  as  of  the  four  Emollients,  Origa- 
num, Calamint,  Wormwood,  Chamomel,  Me- 
lilot,  Dill  of  each  one  Handful,  Anife  and 
Fennel-Seeds,  Rofemary,  of  each  an  Ounce, 
with  Oil  of  Rue,  and  Dill,  make  a  Clyfter. 

His  purging  Potion  was  made  of  Rheubarb, 
Senna,  and  Comfry  Roots,  fweetn'd  with  Syrup 
of  Rofes.  His  Fomentation  was  of  Althxa, 
Mallows,  Violets,  Pellitory  of  the  Wall,  Worm- 
wood, Calamint,  fmall  Centaury,  of  each  one 
Handful,  Fennel-Seeds,  Linfeeds,  Fenugreek,  of 
each  one  Ounce,  to  be  boil'd  in  Water,  to  be  us'd 
as  hot  as  he  can  fuffer  it,  five  or  fix  Times  a 
Day,  with  a  Spunge,  till  the  Parts  be  re-plac'd. 
After  Reduction,  the  Part  is  to  be  fomented 
with  Aftringents,  boil'd  in  Red  rough  Wine, 
and  Smith's  Forge-  Water,  for  eight  Days,  to 

which 
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which  may  be  added,  a  Lixive  of  Oak-Afties, 
to  be  fomented  twice  a  Day,  which,  with  a 
Plaifter  and  Trufs,  to  be  worn  for  two  Months, 
will  fuffice  without  any  other  Remedies.  —  - 
The  Patient  after  the  fourteenth  Day,  may 
take  a  Drarfi  of  an  Aftringent  Powder  of  Cref- 
fes,  and  Plantain-Seeds,  Red  Coral,  Haematites, 
and  Amber  ^  with  Cinamon,  and  four  Times  the 
Quantity  of  Sugar  of  Rofes,  every  Morning 
fafting,  drinking  after  it  a  Glafs  of  Red-  Wine, 
ac  ufque  dun}  perftfta  jit  cur  at  to  perftqueris. 

Marcus  Aurelius  Se-Dermus^  in  his  Cbirurgia 
tfrimemlris,  p.  8f,  tells  us,  That  a  Surgeon 
itands  in  need  of  the  Afliltance  of  Medicines, 
as  when  he's  about  to  re-place  a  prolaps'd  In- 
teftine,  or  Omentum.  -  He  muft  ufe  Laxatives, 
and  Purgatives,  &c.  Sic  &  remitters  vohm  A- 
aut  Vuham. 


Bald.    inueuS)  in  his  Medical  Cafes,  p. 
Lypf.  1662. 

In  a  compleat  Rupture  of  a  Boy  four  Years 
old,  he  firft  emptied  the  Inteftines,  before  he 
offer'd  to  reduce  ;  and  having  plac'd  him  on 
his  Back,  with  his  Head  declining,  and  his 
Legs  lip,  he  by  little  and  little  repon'd  it,  and 
to  prevent  its  falling  dov/n,  he  ordered  a  Rup- 
ture Plaifter,  and  a  Trufs  well-fitted,  and  in 
order  to  Agglutinate  and  Confolidate,  he  gave 
a  Deco&ion  of  Rupture-wort)  fweetn'd  with  the 
Syrup  of  Comfry,  and  a  little  of  an  Eleftuary, 
made  up  of  the  Powder  of  Comfry  Roots,  Rup- 
^  Yarrow,  ®r.  with  Syrup  of  Com  fry  , 
M  2  every 


every  Morning.—- — This  with  an  open 
was  continued ;  till  the  Cure  v/as  perfected. 
The  Plaifter  was  .rnuch  the  fame  with  the  reft 
of  the  Rupture  Plaifters,  fee  it  there. 

Pag.  122,  of  an  Inteftinal  of  Compleat  Rup- 
ture in  one  of  Sixty. Though  it  was  not 

to  be  expe&ed  he  cou'd  reftore  him  to  perfeft 
Health,  yet  by  re-placing  the  Inteftines,  and 
retaining  'em  in  their  proper  Places,  by  a  pro- 
per Trufs,  he  enabl'd  him  to  go  about  his  or- 
dinary Affairs,  without  Trouble  br  Danger, 
which  he  effected  fey  emptying  the  Inte- 
ftines, and  then  with  Arnoldus's  Plaifter,  calPd 
de  pdle  Arietina^  and  fuch  a  Trufs  as  Platerus 

describes,  he  feciir'd  it  from  falling  down. 

Bid  him  fhun  a  bound  Belly,  avoid  all  flatu- 
lent Food,  abftain  from  all  Excefs  in  Eating  or 
Drinking,  violent  Motions  of  the  Body,  Vo- 
miting, Coughing,  Sneering,  and  to  lay  his 
Hand  on  his  Groin  in  Ejedling,  left  the  Parts 

ihou'd  prolapfe. Thefe  Things  being  well 

obferv'd,  he  felt  no  Inconveniencies  from  his 
Rupture  for  twenty  Years  he  liv'd,  and  did 
every  Thing  readily,  fuch  an  Age  permits. 

Jo.  Marquard  Praft.  Spirt  1/83. 

Who  in  a  'Hernia  Intefiinalis,  gave  Pills, 
Powders,  Syrups,  and  Ele&uaries,  where  Com- 
/ry,  and  Solomon's  Scal^  were  the  Chief  Ingre- 
dients, for  a  Month  or  forty  Days  together, 
purging  twice  or  thrice  every  Week,  with  Pil. 
Aloetic.  Cinamon,  Cloves,  Ginger,  and  Car- 
damoms, added  to  the  Comfry,  and  Solomon's 

Seal, 


were  us'd  with  Sugar,  q.  f.  in  his  Pow- 
ders, and  the  very  fame  with  Nutmegs  in  his 
Syrup,  as  alfo  in  his  Eleftuary.  Fotus's  v/ere 
us'd  with  a  Plaifter  and  Trufs.  See  Guido 
Lanfranc^  who  thus  cur'd  Children. 

Hieronymm  Captvaccius  de  Enterocele  Nat. 
Pat.  1587  Franc.  1^94. 

Cur'd  'em  much  in  the  fame  Manner,  and 
with  a  Fomentation,  wherein  Comfry  v/as  the 
Chief,  apply'd  warm  to  the  Part. 

Jo.  Hieronymus  Pithtrimts  NeapaL  Prof.  Cehber- 
rimus  Ven.  i6co  de  Hernia  Inteftinali  ^-734. 

Firft  foften  the  Faeces,  then  empty  by  Purg- 
ing, and  in  order  to  reduce  the  Parts  prolaps'd, 
whether  Inteftine  or  Caul,  Collocctur  fattens  fu- 
ftnufj  ac  capite  deprejfo^  retraflifq',  cnirib.  paries 
mam  Iwittr  01  Inunct.  traftentur,  if  the  hard- 
ned  Faeces  hinder  the  Redu&ion,  then  a  Fotus 
of  the  four  Anodynes  with  Marlh-mallows  boil'd 
in  Sheep's-Head  Broth,  befides  a  Clyfter  of  Oil 
of  Sweet- Almonds  alone,  or  with  the  Broth  of 
a  Sheep's-Head,  with  a  Deco&ion  of  Rue  and 
Figs;  all  Excefles  to  be  evited,  all  windy 
Meats,  and  whatever  may  occafion  Sneering, 
or  Coughing,  potiffinium  aid  em  curare  jEger  delict 
ut  liquidam  ac  hnem  babeat  Aham^  but  moft 
chiefly  the  Sick  is  to  take  Care  he  keep  his 
Body  foluble  and  open,  and  by  Intervals  to  take 
of  the  Conferve  of  Comfry  Roots,  with  two 
Ounces  of  Aq.  Plantag.  or  one  Dram  of  the 
Powder  of  Comfry  Roots,  with  as  much  of  Su- 

M  3 


(  166  ) 

gar  of  Rofes,  with  the  fame  Water,  and  out- 
wardly a  Plaifter  de  pelle  AruUna^  with  proper 
Truffes,  fitted  on  Purpofe. 

"Lazarus  Rfamus  164.0  p*  i6^Lugd.  1657. 

The  Fxces  fluffing  the  Inteftines,  very  much 
diftend  them,  as  in  Ruptures  it  often  falls  out. 
The  Indication  of  Cure  in  a  compleat  Rupture, 
is  to  re-place  it,  which  .is  beft  done  with  Emol- 
lient Fomentations,  Carminative  Clyfters,  not 
omiting  Purgatives,  which  when  feafonably 
appointed,  evacuate  the  Caufe  if  Wind;  the 
fame  Remedies  that  are  us'd  in  v/indy  Cho- 
licks,  Emollient  Clyfters,  with  Troches  of  Al- 
handal  to  empty  'em  of  their  Faeces,  and  re- 
move the  Obftruftion.  If  the  Rupture  proceed 
from  an  Inflammation  of  the  Inteftine,  it's 
cur'd  by  a  Fotus  of  cold  Water.  If  Wind  di- 
fiend  the  Inteftine,  its  difcufs'd  by  a  Fotu's  of 
Spirit  of  Wine :  Examples  of  both  are  to  be 
met.  with  in  our  Obfervations,  Vide  Obf.  ij. 
and  82.  And  tells  us  in  .another  Place,  that 
he  had  cur'd  one  who  had  been  troubl'd  with 
a  compleat  Rupture  ten  Years,  by  making  him 
keep  his  Bed  for  a  Month,  with  as  little  Moti- 
on as  goffible,  keeping  his  Body  free  and  open, 
with  ftev/'d  Prunes,  and  with  the  Powder  of 
Comfry,  with  C  C  Uft.  and  a  little  fine  Bole,  one 
Dram  every  Morning,  in  a  Draught  of  Chic- 
ken, or  Cock  Broth,  obferving  a  drying  Diet, 
abstaining  from  Meats  windy,  or  of  hard  Di- 
&eftion,  with  a  Plaifter  and  Trufs,  of  which 
Com  fry  was  Chief. 


Th. 


Th.  Barthfclin.  Cent.  i.  Hift.  Anat.  2  de  Bubo- 
nocele Nat.  1616  printed  Hami&  1663. 

Antequam  Reponl  Intefttna  commode  poffent  fu- 
turifq',  malls  froyldtrt  auftor  ful^  nt  difcuffis  fla~ 
tibus  Inteftlna  diftendentibm  expurgarentur  faces, 
futredlms  fomes. 

Monfieur  Lequln  Paris  166^ 

In  his  Treatife  call'd  Chirurgien  Herniaire, 
tells  us,  That  he  feldom  or  never  faiPd  curing 
Children,  and  moft  of  young  People's  Rup- 
litres^  with  a  proper  Diet,  Medicines,  and  a- 
bove  all,  with  a  well-adapted  Trufs. 

That  neglefting  to  reduce  Ruptures  at  the 
Beginning,  was  the  Reafon  why  they  became 
fo  troublefome  afterwards.  That  when  the 
prolaps'd  Gut,  or  Caul,  are  not  entirely  re- 
plac'd,  and  the  Bandage,  or  Trufs,  happen  to 
be  apply'd,  that  Part  which  is  without  the 
Rings,  is  by  the  Force  of  the  Trufs  fqueefc'd ; 
hence  Pain,  Cholicks,  and  other  Accidents  a- 
rife,  which  are  foon  remedied  by  laying  afide 
the  Trufs,  and  gently  purging  the  Patient :  For, 
fays  he,  after  the  Patient  is  well  purg'd,  the 
Inteftines  are  emptied,  and  the  Gut  and  Caul 
are  readily  put  up,  within  the  Cavity,  then 
it  is  they  get  immediate  Eafe,  and  that  the 
Trufs  effeftually  anfwers  the  End. 

That  in  Ruptures  by  Relaxation,  where  the 

Inteftine  is  duly  repon'd,  and  the  Bandage 

M  4  well- 


well-adapted,  he  affirms,  That  Ruptured  Per- 
fons,  v/ithout  any  other  Help  whatever,  or 
without  Diftinftion  of  Age,  have  been  cur'd 
by  him. 


That  Excellent  Pradtical  Phyfician,  tells  us, 
sis  others  had  done,  that  the  Iliac  Paffion  arifes 
from  the  inverted  and  prepofterous  Motion  of 
the  Inteftines  ;  whatever  violently  obftrufts  them, 
caufes  this  Inverfion,  fo  that  nothing  can  pafs 
downward,  and  necefTarily  occafions  this  con- 
trary Motion  in  them  ;  as  Fasces  hardn'd,  grofs 
Wind  pent  up  in  a  great  Quantity,  as  if  the 
Inteftines  were  tied.  .  The  Conftri&ion.  of  them 
jn  a  Rupture  j  a.nd  laftly,  an  Inflammation,  ftops 
the  Paflage.  That  with  Riwnus*$  Mixture  of 
Sal.  Abfinth.  one  Scruple,  Sue.  Limon.  one 
Spoonful,  he  hinder'd  the  contrary  Motion, 
and  that  with  Pil.  Cochias  one  Dram,  diffolv'd 
in  Aq.  Menthae,  he  freed  the  Stomach  and  In- 
teftines from  thefe  Humours.  If  a  Cathartick 
in  this  Cafe  be  not  ftrong  enough,  to  force  its 
way  through  the  Canal  of  the  Inteftines,  the 
Patient  is  rather  hurt  by  it,  while  the  Vomit 
and  Pain  are  increas'd,  by  its  ineffedlual  Mo- 
tion. If  the  Patient  be  averfe  to  a  Medicine  in 
a  Liquid  Form,  or  by  his  Inclination  to  vomit 
he  can't  retain  it  in  his  Stomach,  Pills  muft  of 
NecefTity  be  us'd,  among  which  Ccchiae  ever 
pleas'd  me  above  the  reft,  becaufe  they  are  fure 
to  go  the  fame  Way  they  begin,  both  in  this 
Cafe,  and  moft  others. 

Richard 


KidardWijtman  Strj.  Surg.  p,  i;i. 

Tells  us,  as  Hildan  and  other  Authors  he- 
fore  him,  That  Reft  is  of  great  Advantage  in 

the  Cure  of  Ruptures. That  Ruptured  Per- 

fons  Ihould  avoid  all  Manner  of  Exercife.  That 
they  Ihould  keep  their  Bodies  fojuble  by  Cly- 
fters,  or  Lenient  Electuaries,  and  where  Ru- 
mours prevail,  that  they  Ihould  be  purg'd. • 

Afterwards  he  orders  Agglutinatives  Simple  or 

Compound. -The  Simples  faid  by  Authors 

to  have  a  Specifick  Virtue,  are  Comfr.y  Roots, 
Equifetum  Sanicle,  Solomon's  Seal,  Tormentil, 
Oimund-Royal,  Rupture-wort,  &c.  which  may 
be  given  in  Powder,  in  a  Deco&ion  of  Comfy- 
Roots,  and  may  be  drunk  as  Tea,  juyc'd,  or 
powder'd,  and  wafh'd  down  with  Red  "Wine. 
• —  pompounds  are  old  Conferve  of  Red  Ro- 
fes  and  Com  fry  Roots. 

Eimuller  p.  167. 

To  repone  the  prolaps'd  Inteftine,  Qfr.  the 
Impediments,  as  Flatus's,  and  Faeces,  are  to 
be  remov'd  ;  if  the  Fxces  be  hardn'd,  Emolli- 
ent Clyfters  are  to  be  often  injefted,  then  with 
Purgatives,  thefe  which  hinder  the  Reduction 
will  be  eafily  remov'd.  For  Cautions  to  be 
obferv'd  in  reponing,  he  refers  to  Panarolus's 
Fentecoft,  ;  Obf.  49. 

As  to  Internals,  all  Vulneraries,  and  Prepa- 
rations of  'em  belong,  as  Vulnerary  Potions, 
Vulnerary  EiTences,  gjr.  the  Chief  'em  all  is 

Comfryi 


Comfry.    Thorough-Wax,  Solenander  tells  us  of 
fonie  he  knew  cur'd  by  the  life  of  it. 

Tor.  27.  Olf.  ij. 

Roots  of  Solomon's  Seal^  and  the  diftill'd 
Vulnerary  Waters,  medicated  Wines  of  Vul- 
neraries,  Rupture  EfTences,  and  Effence  of  Com- 
fry ,  are  all  good. 

Carlo  Mufitano  de  Berniis  p.  ico  to  lo^foL 
Geneva  1716. 

You  are  firft  to  confider,  whether  Wind,  or 
Faeces,  hinder  the  Reduftion.  Wind  is  known 
v/hen  the  whole  Abdomen  is  ftretch'd,  or  di- 
ftended,  and  a  Noife  is  heard  in  the  Guts. 
Then  take  Diacinamon.  Dianifum,  Aq.  Gin. 
Sem.  Fen.  Anifi,  Carr.  g>V.  the  fame  Seeds 
will  do  in  Clyfters,  and  Fotus's,  and  when  the 
Inteftine  is  re-plac'd,  a  good  Trufs,  fuch  as  Jo. 
Be&mn  prefcrib'd,  will  do  ;  by  it  I  have  cufd^ 
and  feen  cur'd,  many  Ruptured  People. 

He  extols  his  Plaifter  of  Comfry  ,  @r. 

He  difchargeth  from  all  violent  Motions,  Ex- 
ceffes,  {§<:.  but  above  all,  orders  'em  to  keep 
an  open  Belly. 

Internal  Medicines  are  of  great  Ufe,  but 
fome  are  more  -effectual  than  others,  as  Comfry, 
Moufe-ear,  Pilofella,  Avens,  Caryoph.  Tho- 
rough-Wax, Perfoliata,  Rupture-wort^  Hernia- 


Of 


Of  thefe  Potions,  Powders,  Eleftuaries,  Ef- 
fences,  &r.  are  made,  and  to  be  us'd  for  thir- 
ty Days,  he  has  a  Deco&ion  of  Comfry  Roots, 
Solomon's  Seal,  £§?r.  in  red  Wine  fweetn'd  with 
Fcrntluis's  Syrup  of  Comfry,  to  be  taken  a 
Draught  twice  a  Day. 

A  Powder  may  be  made,  fays  he,  of  thefe 
Roots  dry,  and  given  every  Morning  fading, 
in  Chicken,  or  Cock  Broth,  for  thirty  Days ; 
or  the  EfTence  of  Comfry  may  be  given  one 
Spoonful  fafting,  with  two  Drops  of  the  Bal- 
fam  of  Sal.  Gem. 

Thefe  are  the  Medicines  molt  frequently  gi- 
ven in  Ruptures,  whether  from  a  Breach,  or 
Relaxation. 

So  much  for  that  Part  of  their  Secret  of  re- 
poning  by  Medicines,  how  far  it  has  been  a 
Secret,  the  Impartial  Reader  is  now  beft  able 
to  judge. 


THE 


THE 

METHODS 

Of  CURING 

RUPTUERS 

B  Y 

The  ANCIENTS,  &c. 

are  now  to  confider  their  Man- 
ner of  fecuring  the  Parts  repon'd, 
which  they  pretend  to  do  effe- 
clually,  by  Way  of  a  Cauftick. 
known  to  themfelves  alone,  and 
never  ufed  before  by  any.  Now 
feeing  their  Modefty  in  this,  as  in  their  other 
Pretenfions,  has  allowed  them  to  boaft  of  cu- 
ring abfolutely,  and  infallibly  by  Caufticks,  as 
if  Caufticks  had  never  been  efiay'd  before.  I 
fhall  in  what  follows,  fhew  that  Caufticks  for 
fecuring,  as  well  as  purging,  for  facilitating 

the 


the  Reduction,  and  contributing  to  the  Cure  of 
Ruptures,  is  of  an  early  Date.  That  it  has 
'been  the  Pra&ice  of  the  Greek  and  Arabian  Phy* 
ficians,  and  of  all  other  Praftitioners  in  all  A- 
ges,  and  in  all  Nations,  iince  their  Time,  even 
down  to  our  own.  But  before  I  begin  upon 
Caufticks,  I  beg  leave  to  take  this  Opportunity 
to  fay  fomething  of  the  Methods  ufed  by  the 
Ancients  in  fecuring  the  Parts  repon'd,  and  pre- 
venting their  falling  down  after  they  had  re- 
placed them. 

Were  I  not  afraid  of  fwelling  this  to  too 
great  a  Bulk,  I  could  eafily  prove,  That  the 
Learn'd  and  Wife  Ancients,  who  very  accu- 
rately defcribed  the  Pathognomicks,  and  nicely 
diftinguifhed  the.  Species  of  Tumours,  per- 
form'd  greater  Cures  on  their  Ruptured  Pati- 
ents, by  the  Knife  and  the  Fire,  than  any  has 
been  fince  their  Days,  but  by  thofe  who  fol- 
lowed their  Methods.  They  have  given  us 
clear  and  diftinft  Accounts  of  all  the  different 
Species  of  Ruptures,  with  their  true  Diftinc'ti- 
ons,  and  Cures,  as  is  plain  from  their  Wri- 
tings, and  particularly  of  that  Excellent  Pra- 
ftical  Phyfician  Paulus  JEgineta,  -who,  as  Dr. 
F.  tells  us,  in  feveral  Points,  is  fuller  and  more 
particular  than  Celfus,  who  has  given  us  the 
moft  perfeft  Account  of  Surgery,  as  it  flood  in 
the  Time  of  the  Ancients,  and  his  own.  He's 
very  full  and  exaft  in  defcribing  the  feveral 
Sorts  of  Ruptures,  particularly  the  Inteftinal. 
He  gives  the  different  Caufes  and  Symptoms  of 
it,  as  it  proceeds  from  a  Rupture,  or  the  Di- 
ftention  of  the  Peritoneum*  by  which  the  Gut 

Part) 
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(Part  of  the  II  eon)  which  lies  upon  the  Produ- 
ftion  of  this  Membrane,  may  eaiily  fall  down, 
either  into  the  Groin,  or  Scrotum,  and  there- 
fore in  fome  Cafes  it's  neceffary  to  make  an 

Incifion  in  order  to  re-place  the  Gut.— The 

whole  Operation  is  here  very  accurately  and 
circumftantially  explained,  much  more  fo  than 
it  is  even  in  Celfus.  A  Way  of  Praftice,  which 
the  Ancients  we  fee  were  well  acquainted  with, 
Rpffei  in  his  defarei  Partus  AJfertio  Biftoriolo- 

f'ica  Paris  1590  p.  i8/,  brings  an  Allegorical 
roof  of  his,  from  the  Chirurgical  Cures  of 
Ruptures,  performed  by  them.  Confiftamus  ergo 
in  Ramie  ibus  illis  amplijjimis  quorum  curatio  dif- 
ficillima  quidem  eft,  Jed  tamen  olim  tarn  frequens 
(de  qua  majors*  exaflefcripferunt)  lit  inde  appa- 
reat  non  valJt  aut  fait  em  non  mortifere  periculo- 
fam  fitffi*  Hodic  tamen  prorfus  defrta  eft  eo  opi- 
nor  quod  non  famtatis  (cum  is  affeftus  fit  tokra* 
falis)  §9  multo  minus  neceffitatis  caufa  (lit  noftra 
itc  feftip)  fed  eh'ganter  potius  ac  decori  ftudio 
quondam  fubiretur,  attamen  longius^  latius 
riculofius  qnam  hie  ftclionem  duci  oportebat. 

Peritonaei  nimirum  magnam  illam  fecl'ionem,  ab 
antiquis  ufurpatam  &  nuper  rettovatam  :  In  pr<e- 
fens  vero  cb  Chirurgorum  Ignorantiam  raram  (quod 
multis  exitio  eft)  nimirum  dum  in  Hernia  Intefti- 
nali^  Inteftinum  aliquod  quafi  captivum  detiiietur^ 
it  a  ut  etiam  volyulc  labor enty  &  morti  fmt  proxi- 
mi  nifi  cum  fubita  dilatations  Rupti  Peritonaei  fa 
centur.  Franc.  Roffetus  de  Partu  Cxf.  feft.  3. 
cap.  3. 

When" 


When  in  a  Henna  hquiKalis^  that  Part  of 
the  Inteftine  which  is  forc'd  v/ithout  the  Rings, 
happens  to  be  diftended  by  the  Faeces  detain'd, 
and  hardn'd  therein  ;  and  when  thofe  v/ho  en- 
deavour to  reduce  it,  do  by  their  frequent  rude 
handling  bruife  the  Part  already  minified,  which 
flagnates  the  Blood  and  Spirits  therein,  and  in- 
duces an  Inflammation,  not  only  in  that  Part 
of  the  Inteftine  without  the  Rings,  but  even 
in  the  Rings  (of  the  Mufcles)  'emfelves,  and 
the  Obliquus  Externus  not  yielding  as  the  other, 
becaufe  more  ftrongly  tendinous,  contracts  ;  fo 
intercepts  the  Courfe  of  Blood  and  Spirits,  and 
If  not  immediately  relieved,  caufeth  a  Mortifi* 
cation  and  Death. 

If  the  Operation  be  perform'd  before  the  Parts 
be  affefted  with  a  Gangrene,  it's  generally  with 
Succefs  ;  but  when  the  Colour  of  the  Parts  is 
chang'd,  when  the  Patient  feels  no  more  Pain, 
it's  a  fhrewd  Sign  there's  a  Mortification,  and 
confequently  the  Operation  ufelefs. 

The  Learn'd  and  Curious  Rojfit,  gives  us 
three  Inftances,  where  the  Operation  was  per- 
form'd after  the  Manner  of  the  Ancients,  as 
defcrib'd  by  Qlfus. 


The  Firft  was  done  by  Florentms  Valhnfisj 
in  a  Publick  Hofpital,  in  the  Prefence  of  WilL 
Clarenfac,  a  famous  Phyfician,  John  Arfentms, 
an  Apothecary,  and  Ambrofe  'ffigri9  an  Experi- 
enc'd  Surgeon, 


There 


There  hapn*d,  fays  he,,  to  be  a  Beggar  that 
was  Ruptur'd  to  a  woeful  and  defperate  Degree, 
the  Inteftines  diftended  with  Faeces  and  Flatus, 
fo  that  they  could  by  no  Means  be  reduc'd, 
being  attended  with  a  Strangulation,  a  fure 
Symptom  of  imminent  Danger.  This  old 
Man,  who  might  be  reckon'd  Learn'd  for  one 
of  his  Degree,  confidering  his  Age,  a  firft 
Rate  Man,  Famous  'mongft  thofe  Brethren  of 
his,  who  made  it  their  Bufmefs  to  go  about  cu- 
ring of  Ruptures,  and  a  perfeft  Machaon  in  Ca- 
fes of  the  Stone,  did  Gratis  reftore  this  dying 
Man  from  the  Grave,  and  happily  infpire  him 

with  new  Life. He  really  talk'd  with  me 

about  that  neceffary  Operation,  not  without  the 
Appearance  of  a  good  deal  of  Learning.  He 
affur'd  me  he  had  frequently  perform'd  it  be- 
fore that  Time,  and  never  once  with  any  ill 
Succefs,  being  calPd  in  the  Nick  of  Time, 
when  the  Incifion  was  neceflary ;  for  when  a- 
ny  one  is  Ryptufd  on  a  fudden,  it  requires  as 
fpeedy  a  Relief,  as  our  Births  already  menti- 
on'd,  fo  that  you  have  fcarce  as  much  leifure 
Time  allow'd  you  as  to  call  a  Surgeon  of  the 
Neighbourhood  (if  there  be  one  fo  near,  who 
knows  how  to  perform  it)  but  that  when  he 
comes,  he  Ihall  find  the  Patient  in  a  dying  Con- 
dition ;  and  this  being  the  true  and  real  Cir- 
cutnilance  of  the  Matter,  wou'd  it  not  be  apt 
to  deter  the  moft  ikilful  Perfons,  though  now- 
a-days  it  reftrains  not  the  moft  imprudent  Race 
of  Men, 

N  His 


His  Son  trod  his  Father'sJFootiteps,  and  by 
Profeffion  followed  Cdfiu  his  above  mention'd 
Method  of  Surgery  in  Ruptures,  and  where 
they  had  not  been  in  the  Hands  of  thofe,  who 
had  try'd  to  reduce  the  imprifon'd  Inteftine  by 
Fomentations,  and  rough  handling,  he  happi- 
ly fucceeded. 

Thefe  Artifts  made  their  Intifion  IcMer,  and 
confequently  more  dangerous  than  that,  where 
we  make  our  Ctfarean  Incifions,  and,  with  the 
utmoft  Care  and  Caution,  cut  the  Mufcles  and 
Peritoneum,  from  thence  down  to  the  very 
Place  where  the  Inteftine  was  ftrangPd,  which 
they  inftantly  reliev'd,  and  reftor'd,  ais  they  did 
Life  to  this  poor  Man,  which  was  then  juft 
upon  the  Wing,  and  ready  to  depart.  They 
atterwards  took  the  ccrmriton  Way  of  ftitching 
the  Belty  u£  again,  and  made  a  perfeft  Cure. 

The  Second  was  perform'd  by  Maupafias  and 
Carlomagnus^  two  Eminent  Surgeons  at  Bloisf 
by  the  Advice  of  Alexis  Gaudinus  a  Phyfician. 

The  Patient  miferably  toritiented  by  the  ftran- 
gulated  Inteftine  diftended  with  Faeces  arid  Fla- 
tus, was  in  a  moft  defperate  Condition.  A  Fe- 
ver, Hic-cup,  and  Iliac  Pafiion,  vomiting  his 
very  Excrements,  a  feeble  Pulfe,  and  Strength 
almoft  gone,  fhew'd  little  Hopes  of  Recovery ; 
and  although  Fomentations,  and  other  Means 
to  reduce  were  try'd,  they  prov'd  in  vain. 
Maxpafias  having  plac'd  his  Patient  as  he  us'd 
to, do  in  thefe  Cafes,  and  mark'd  the  Place, 

mad© 
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made  an  Incifion  the  Breadth  of  four  Fingers 
above  the  Os  Pulis,  down  to  the  very  Bone  it 
felf,  carefully  avoiding  to  hurt  the  Inteftine^ 
@r.  Having  reach'd  the  Cavity,  he  with  the 
utmoft  Care,  and  a  gentle  Hand,  reduc'd  the 
Inteftines,  and  Caul,  to  their  Places;  but  be- 
caufe  the  latter  was  partly  corrupted,  they  cut 
off  the  Bulk  of  two  Hens  Eggs,  the  reft  being 
ty'd  with  a  Thread,  they  repon'd  v/ith  the  In- 
teftines, which  were  of  a  blackilh  Colour,  by 
being  extremely  fqueefc'd  and  comprefs'd ;  they 
ftitch'd  up  the  Wound  in  five  different  Places. 

Three  Days  after  this,  the  Wound  began  to 
fuppurate,  and  the  Excrements  came  forth  with 
the  Pusj  a  plain  Sign  the  Gut  was  (as  they  be- 
liev'd)  gangren'd.  He  continu'd  voiding  Ex- 
crements at  his  Wound  for  above  fix  Weeks, 
and  for  four  Months  after,  a  yellowilh  Stuff, 
like  the  Infufion  of  Rheubarb ;  proper  Inje&i- 
ons  were  thrown  into  this  wounded  Inguen, 
as  well  as  detergent  agglutinating  Clyfters  were 
into  the  Anus,  fo  that  both  Paits  were  heaPd. 

• He  liv'd  found  and  free  from  that  Aii 

full  nine  Years  at  Blois,  without  any  Trufs, 
and  often  ftrain'd  in  playing  at  the  Hand-Ball. 
He  after  that  married  twice,  had  Children  in 
both,  and  not  the  leaft  Veftige  or  Mark  of  his 
former  Ail,  except  a  fmall  Bradupepfia,  by  the 
Lofs  of  Part  of  the  Caul. 

This  hapn'd  at  Blois  in  May  1559,  anc^  was 
perform'd  upon  the  Perfon  of  one  Franis,  a 
Shoemaker  there,  aged  Thirty,  which  Rupture 
he  got  by  playing  at  Foot-Ball. 

N  2  The 


The  Third  v/as  performed  upon  Henry  Mon~ 
0»#,  |i  School-Mailer  at  Blois,  in  great  Ago- 
ny with  an  old  Rapture,  that  had  fallen  fud- 
denly  down;  an  Inflammation,  Fever,  Vomit- 
ing of 'Excrements,  and  Strength  almoft  exhau- 
fted  by  intolerable  Pain,  was  in  cold  Sweats, 
and  look'd  upon  as  a  dead  Man;  yet  at  the 
Defire  of  his  Wife  and  Friends,  v/as  cut  in 
the  fame  Manner  as  the. other,  ftitch'd  up  and 
cur'd.  He  liv'd  a  long  Time  free  from  that 
and  other  Ails,  was  hearty  and  chearful. 

Roffet  from  thefe  two  Hiftories  makes  ufeful 
Remarks,  particularly  that  in  Herniary  Secli- 
ons  the  Cicatrix  ought  to  be  of  a  confirm'd 
Hardnefs,  to  be  able  to  fecure  the  Parts  from  e- 
ver  falling  down  again. 

In  thefe  two  Cures,  fays  he,  very  much 
like,  the  Caufes  were  different, 


In  the  School-Mafter,  the  Hernia  was  larg 
than  the  Shoe-Maker's,  fo  muft  the  Breach  of 
the  Peritoneum  have  been,  becaufe  the  Bulk 
was  much  larger.  No  Putrifa6Uon  accompa- 
nied the  School-Mafter's,  wherefore  it  fooner  ci- 
catriz/d,  though  fofter,  more  pliable,  and  rea- 
dier to  reduce.  The  Gonftriaion  in  the  one, 
was  much  ilighter  than  the  other,  confequent- 
ly  the  Cicatrix  not  fo  firm,  becaufe  the  Wound 
was  fooner  heaPd  up,  than  in  the  other,  which 

turning  Ulcerous,  continu'd  long  running. 

In  the  Shoe-Maker,  the  Ulcer  lafted  fo  long  in 
his  Groin,  that  it  left  a  moft  confirm'd  Hard^ 

nefs, 


e? 


nefs,  as  it  were  Cartilaginous,  and  fo  effeftu- 
ally  ftopt  the  Meatus,  or  PaiTage,  that  it  was 
fcarce  poflible  for  any  Thing  to  tall  out  there. 

N.  B.  Ulcers  long,  putrid  (even  though  lefs) 
become  harder  than  the  Cicatrices  of  fimple  and 
momentany  Wounds,  and  always  conftringe 
the  Parts  about  it  more  firmly  than  they,  which 
daily  Experience  teacheth,  efpecially  where  muf- 
culous  flefhy  Fibres  are  over  the  Periofts,  and 
conne&ed  with  the  faid  Periofts  by  a  common 
Cicatrix ;  there  indeed  the  Adhefion  of  the.. 
Parts  with  the  Bones  is  not  much  v/eaker  than 
the  pertinent  Infertion  of  the  Ligaments  at  the 

Articulations. Moreover,  that  Part  of  the 

Groin,  that  was  cut  in  the  Shoe-Maker,  and 
corroborated  with  a  very  ftrong,  callous  Ef- 
char,  feems  near  the  fame  as  thofe  cut  by  R up- 
turs  Curers,  with  the  Lofs  of  their  Tefticles. 

By  thefe  judicious  Remarks,  Rojjet  fhev/s, 
he  had  as  true,  and  juft  Notions  of  the  right 
Method  of  fecuring  the  Parts  repon'd,  as  any 
before,  or  fmce  his  Time  ever  had ;  for  it's 
moft  certainly  true,  that  the  greater  the  Con* 
ftri&ion  is,  the  firmer  the  Part,  for  which  Rea- 
fon  the  Learn'd  and  Wife  Ancients,  effeftually 
fecur'd  their  Ruptured  Patients,  with  the  A6hi- 
al  Cautery ;  "  No  inconfiderable,  fays  Serjeant 
'  Bernard,  however  terrible  a  Branch  of  Sur* 
c  gery  it  may  feem,  though  Cofttfus,  fienus, 

*  and  Sever  mm  have  written  fo  amply  con- 
c  cerning  it;  yet  from  one  fingle  Aphorifm, 
c  it's  demonstrable,  that  Hippocrates  knew  its 

*  true  Ufe  as  well  as  any  that  have  fmce  fuc- 

N  3  **  ceeded 


(   1*2   ) 

**  ceeded  him,  not  to  mention  how  frequent  it 
*  is  in  the  Writings  of  all  the  reft  of  the  An- 
"  cientS)  and  ufed  in  many  Cafes  (I  do  not 
"  doubt  but  with  admirable  Succefs)  wherein 
"  it  is  wholly  neglefted,  or  not  underftood  by 
«  us.  » 

What,  Severinus  de  Medicina  Efficaci  cap.  62. 
lias  faid  of  a  Cicatrice  in  Chap.  62.  merits  our 
ferious  Confideration.  Cicatrix  igitur  difta  qua* 
fi  occtcatriX)  i.  e.  plag<£  velatrix)  tegumentum  Ul- 
cer is  ex  fumma  earns  Cute  fimile,  i.  e.  validius 
exucata,  denfata,  &  omnino  Calli  modo  dura  per 
naturam  &  me  die  amenta  reddita ;  it  a  Galen  1.  3. 
Meth.  c.  15.  ^  ejufdem  fiibinteUigtndam  aul$m 
cicatncem  effi  vel  Ulcer  is  erofi  ffontaneieve  vel  fe- 
fit  •&  utriiffq,  vel  cam  vel  cavitate  expert jy  &c. 

P.  152.  Ex  Indufta  Cicatrice  per  Ignem  corpo- 
ra mollia  &  Inaniaj  ut  Omentum  &  Inte/tina^  cohi- 
t  entury  and  the  fame  in  a  luxated  Burner  us 
ex  La  xante  pituita  Cant  en  is  ad  alam  adaclis  re- 
flituere  fuam  in  fedem  nititur  Hippocrates  cap. 
1 1.  gy  12.  Item  Paulus  lib.  t.  42.  jEtius  I  12. 
c.  2^.  &  Albucafis  /.  i.  c.  26.  • 

Ita  Exomplalum  reprimi  licere  docttit  Celfus 
7.  7.  c.  14.  at  Bubonocelemy  fays  he,  non  Effica- 

ciori  rations  tollimus. 

The  fame  Sever inus  cap.  6.  p.  178.  Cicatrix 
firma  Elapfus  partium  durarum  &  mollium  cobi- 
bet^  i.  e.  ex  articulationes  &  Inteftinontm  in  Her- 
niis  ftdifq\  exceffus  rtpellit. 


(  1.8}  ) 

It's  certain  the  Ancients  did  Wonders  with 
the  A&ual  Cautery,  in  this,  and  other  Difea- 
fes  ;  and  that  once  Searing  in  Ruptures  did  not 
ferve  'em,  but  that  they  induc'd  teveral  Qrufts, 
until  they  found  the  Efchar  thick  enough. 

Claudmus  us'd  the  Aclual  Cautery  in  this 
Planner,  brought  on  feveral  Crufts  to  make 
the  Skin  (brink,  and  the  Conftri&ion  the  firon- 


Albucafis  L  2.  c.  47,  cautem'd  after  this 
Manner;  when  the  Parts  were  replac'd,  with 
an  Iron  fhap'd  like  a  Half-Moon,  the  feveral 
fcrufts  were  made  to  corredl  the  Laxity  of  the 
Part,  that  the  Skin  by  fuch  a  Shrinking,  might 
grow  callous  and  firm,  the  Patient  lying  Qui- 
et on  his  Back  in  Bed.  Thus  Ifaac  as  /#/>.  had 
done,  forbid  his  Patients  all  Motion,  even  ply- 
ing their  Arms*  while  the  Cicatrix  was  a 
forming. 


Arnoldus  de  Villa  Nova,  tfheodoric,  Guido- 
Montagnana^  Gattmaricij  Gabr*  Fenarius  and 
many  others,  did  the  feme. 

It's  true,  fays  Severims,  he  who  ufeth  the 
Adtual  Cautery,  ought  to  have  a  folid  Judg- 
ment, with  a  certain  Forefight,  which  is  not 
Ib  eafily  to  be  defcrib'd.  Thefe  Gifts  of  the 
Mind  are  from  Nature,  and  improv'd  and  pre- 
fery'd  by  long  Praftice  and  Ufe. 

N  4  This 


This  fame  great  Man  tells  us,  in  Chap.  6. 
That  Nature  and  Art  are  the  two  Sovereign 
Inftruments,  which  ferve  to  drive  away  Dif- 
eafes,  the  great  Variety  of  which  has  produ- 
ced a  great  Variety  of  Medicines.  They  are 
either  flight,  or  midling,  or  ftubborn,  or  fuch 
as  are  incurable.— —The  flight  ones  are  to  be 

cufd  by  the  bare  Courfe  of  Diet. The 

m idling  require  Medicines,  but  Surgery  is  re- 
ferv'd  for  the  laft,  and  has  been  efteem'd  by 
the  Learn'd  in  all  Ages,  the  moft  Effe&ual  In- 

ftmment  of  Phyfick. For  when  Courfe  of 

Diet,  and  Pharmacy  fall  fhort  (whether  fug- 
gefted  by  Experience  or  Reafon  which  can't 
deceive)  Surgery  forthwith  appears  for  Relief, 
by  Means  of  Artful  Cutting  and  Cauterizing, 
with  which,  for  their  Efficacy,  nothing  is  to 

be  compar'd. -It's  evident  then,  that  this 

Surgery  is  abfolutely  Effectual,  and  that  it  ever 
was  reckon'd  fo  by  the  Learn'd  and  Wife  An- 
cients, as  Aret<eus,  Oribafius,  Paul,  AEtius,  Gel* 
/#/,  Auretianus,  Horatianus,  and  afterwards  by 
the  Arabians ,  of  whom  Albueafis  is  Chief,  Ifaac^ 
Haly-Ablas,  Rbafis  and  others,  but  above  all, 
by  Hippocrates,  who  in  his  third  Book  of  Arti* 
culations,  fays,  The  Phyfician  ought  to  know 
what  is  moft  Effeftual  in  each  Difeafe,  and 
apply  it  properly;  and  in  his  Aphorifms,  he 
declares  what  is  appropriated,  when  he  fays, 
that  extream  Difeafe  require  extream  Reme- 
dies. I  have  imprinted  that  Decree  of  Hippo* 
crates,  Aph.  6.  Jeft.  8.  fo  deep  in  my  Mind, 
that  I  have  it  always  at  my  Tongue's  End, 
That  no  Difeafe  ought  to  be  deem'd  incurable, 

on 


(•«$) 

on  which  Fire  hath  not  been  yet  try'd,  fo  great 
is  the  Confidence  I  place  in  that  Remedy. 

And  feeing,  fays  he,  this  Excellent  and  Pow- 
erful Remedy  has  been  fo  well  recommended 
by  the  greateft  Men  of  the  Profeffion,  and  ac- 
knowledg'd  as  fuch  by  the  ableft  Pra&itioners, 
I  can't  comprehend  by  what  Mifchief  they 
have  neglefted  it,  and  that  it's  now  no  more 
in  Ufe ;  and  that  I  may  not  feem  to  be  the  on* 
ly  Plaintiff  in  this  Cafe,  I  ihall  name  a  few  of 
the  fam'd  and  renown'd  Authors  who  have 

done  fo  before  me. Rbaju  in  Lib.  De  Can- 

teribus,  fays,  That  the  Ancients  cur'd  feveral 
Difeafes  by  Cauterizing,  which  we  cannot  now 
do,  whence  I  conclude,  that  it's  with  no  fmall 

Prejudice  neglected, L.  Sotus  in  'his  Com.  on 

Hip.  de  loc.  in  bom.  tex.  31.  fays,  That  for  a 
long  Time  Cauterizing  had  been  out  of  Ufe, 
without  knowing  what  cou'd  feduce  Phyfici- 
ans  to  do  fo. — : — Mercurialis  in  bis  Com.  on 
Lib.  de  Morb.  N°.  6.  fays,  That  the  Ancient 
Phyficians  had  recourfe  to  Cauterizing  in  all 
Obftinate  Difeafes,  proceeding  from  Fituite, 
after  having  in  vain  effay'd  all  other  Reme- 
dies ;  and  that  it  was  not  to  be  expe&ed  from 
one  fmall  Ulcer,  but  feveral,  which  fliev/s, 
that  the  Ancients  were  much  bolder. in  ufmg 
the  Knife  and  Fire,  than  we  are,  and  fo  cur'd 
more  dangerous  Difeafes.- — —Holler ins  a  Per- 
fon  Learn'd,  and  every  Way  accomplilh'd, 
well  acquainted  with  Hippocrates's  Doctrine,, 
and  the  moft  refolute  for  reftoring  the  Legiti- 
mate Surgery,  tells*  us,  That  the  moft  infup- 
portable  Head-Achs  which  refift  all  other  Re- 
medies, 


medics,  are  curable  by  the  free  life  of  the 
Knife  and  the  Fire.  That  Purgatives,  Cup- 
ping, Topical  Medicines,  @r.  have  been,  and 
are  us'd  in  vain,  and  afterwards  cur'd  by  tre* 
panning,  and  Cauterizing,  as  alfo  in  Epilep- 
fies,  Mania's,  Melancholy,  Vertigo's,  g^.— -— 
Heurnius  in  Lit.  De  Metb.  £§K  Cap.  DC  Pyrot. 
It's  a  Wonder,  fays  he,  that  in  this  Age  they 
pafs  by  this  Remedy,  that's  fo  Cheap,  which 
they  think  good  for  nothing,  becaufe  it  is  fo. 
Itys  the  Unhappinefs  of  this  Iron  Age,  that  it 
can  be  fweetn'd  by  nothing  but  Gold.— *— • 
Guaftavmius  in  Lib.  DC  Med.  Elect.  C.  16.  gives 
the  Praife  to  the  Ancients^  in  that  they  Caute- 
rifc'd  Hydropicks,  Pleuriticks,  and  Empyema- 
iicks,  and  alfo  with  great  Advantage  open'd 
the  Temporal  Arteries  in  Difeafes  of  the  Head, 

and  other  Parts. Prof  per  Alpinus  in  Medi- 

einaSEgypt.  lib.  2.  cap.  12.  complains,  they  had 
loft  the  Ufe  of  the  moft  Excellent,  and  moft 
Effedtual  of  all  Remedies,  which  does  Won- 
ders in  Difeafes,  faid  to  be  Incurable,  and  was 
in  great  Efteem  'mongft  the-  Ancients^  to  the 
great  Prejudice  of  Art,  and  many  difeas'd  Per- 
fons. 

Fienus,  Lib.  DC  Cauterihts  cap.  \.  &  lib.  f. 
cap.  11.  fays  much  in  the  Praife  of  this  Ex- 
cellent Remedy,  clears  it  up,  defends,  enlar- 
geth,  and  cultivates  it  every  Way,  as  the  grea- 
teft  of  all  Remedies,  with  a  great  many  more, 
fee  cap.  ij.  Pyrrtecb.  Chir.  which  he  thus 
concludes  with  an  uncommon  Fervour  and 
Warmth. 

Has 


Has  ob  res  omnes  igitur  quando  tarn  magnet^ 
lamq'y  grama  Igni  fie  neglefto^  tot  &  tanta  morta- 
libus  detrimentaj  quot  &  quanta  cognofcuntur  ab 
eodem  Abufu  even'mnt.  Suftineamus  nos  qui  & 
Cbirurgic*  rei  &  hominum  faluti  lens  cupimus, 
Ca/Jam  abire  t  ant  am  ab  Uftione  venicntctoi  fru* 
gem  fatiamur  quoq\  1 ant as  abufwnes  longo  jam  f<£* 
culo  perfiftfire :  Quin  vero  non  operam  damns*,  fton 
omnes  nemos  intendimus  quo  Generofa  Herculta, 
Cbirurgia  morbos  omnes  domans  &  fuperans :  Ve- 
nit^  ut  credo  Gdditiis  h<ec  medendi  Ratio :  Quan- 
do in  bae  fold  Mifert  Mori  ales  mvemunt  defpsra* 
1am  fub  aliis  medelis  omnibus  opem. 

If  fome  ufeful  Hints,  can't  plead  Excufe  for 
this  Digreflion,  I  fhall  not  prefume  to  do  it, 
but  acknowledge  it  Foreign  to  the  fubjeft,  and 
ftiall  pafs  from  the  Aclual,  to  the  Potential 
Cauteries,  after  I  have  only  re-minded  the  Cu- 
rious of  the  great  Noife  the  Moxa  made.  It 
was  firft  brought  over  from  India  to  Europe, 
for  the  Cure  of  the  Gout,  Rheumatifin,  Scia- 
tica, gjr.  fee  Bifhboff,  who  firft  publifli'd  its 
Virtues  in  a  curious  Treatife. Ericus  Mau- 
ritius Mifc.  Cur.  Germ.  Dec.  i.  Anb.  Obf.  218. 
Sir  Will'iam  tfemple,  @r. 

Cleyer  and  others,  tell  us,  that  it's  prepared 
from  an  Herb  not  much  unlike  our  Artemifia, 
or  Mugwort,  and  was  fo  highly  extoll'd  in 
Germany^  that  Purmanus  in  his  Cbir.  Curiofa, 
fays,  he  himfelf  gave  twelve  Crowns  for  half 
a:n  Ounce  of  it,  and  found  that  in  Pains  of  the 
Gout,  and  Ifchiatica,  that  had  not  been  of  long 

Continuance, 
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Continuance,  it  took  3em  away  immediately ; 
and  though  it  has  loft  its  Reputation,  it  was 
more  from  the  filly  Applications  of  thofe,  who 
us'd  it,  not  knowing  where  to  place  it,  and 
how  to  manage  it,  than  otherwife. 

The  Indians,  chiefly  the  Inhabitants  of  Ja- 
pan and  China,  form  between  their  Fingers  a 
Pyramid,  about  the  Bignefs  of  half  a  Nutmeg, 
narrow  at  Top,  and  broad  at  Bottom,  that  it 
may  ftand  faft  upon  the  Skin  ;  this  being  plac'd 
where  it  ought  to  be,  they  fet  it  on  Fire,  with 
a  Wax-Candle,  which  quickly  burns,  and 
fmokes,  (but  never  Flames)  till  it  is  confum'd 
to  Afhes,  which  being  blown  away,  leaves  a 
yellow  Spot,  the  Pain  is  inconfiderable,  and 
continues  not  a  Quarter  of  a  Minute,  and  then 
the  Pain  vaniftieth  alfo.  Apply  to  the  yellow 
Spot  a  little  bruis'd  Garlick,  and  Diachylum, 
let  it  continue  eight  or  nine  Hours,  then  take 
it  of,  and  cut  the  Blifter  if  there  is  one,  if  not, 
lay  the  rough  Side  of  a  Plantain-Leaf  to  the 
burn'd  Place,  to  keep  the  Wound  open,  for 
the  fmooth  Side  certainly  heals  it. 

Now,  if  fo  much  Advantage  can  be  reap'd 
from  fuch  a  trifling  Cautery,  what  may  be  ex- 
pe&ed  from  the  Aftual  Cautery,  were  we  as 
well  IkilPd  and  dextrous  in  the  Application  of 
it,  as  the  Bold  and  Wife  Ancients  were. 


OF 


OF 

CAUSTIGKS 

Us'd  by  the 

ANCIENTS, 

In  the  C  U  R  E  of 

RUPTUERS 

EON  I  DES,  made  frequent 
Ufe  of  Caufticks,  as  we  may 
fee  in  many  Places  in  ^Br«//, 
who  in  his  Medici  Grtci  Con- 
tratttf  ex  vetertbus  Medicine  Te- 
trab.  or  Epitoine  of  the  Greek 
Phyficians  has  often  mentioned 
?em.  Tim.  4.  Serm.  2.  cap.  n.  ''jfW  fi  nibil 
effecerittt  ad  fa  qu*  callofa  corpufcttlb  erodcre^ 

Of 
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tic  conjumere  poffunt  tran/eundum  eft,  &  m  cap. 
xiii.  from  Leonides. 

dEtws,  cap.  22.  de  Hernia  Aquofa. 

Aliud  egregie  tollens  tfhymos  &  Carnem  Excre* 
fcentem  in  pudendis.  The  fafeft  Way  of  cu* 
ring  Ruptures,  is  by  Surgery  and  Uftion, 
providing  the  Artift  be  skilled. 

Leonids  f. 

The  Scrotum  may  be  burnt  with  a  Me« 
decine,  and  when  the  Humour,  @*.  is  con- 
fumy,  a  Cicatrix  may  be  induc'd  to  confirm 
the  Part,  for  which  End  the  Afhes  of  the 
Roots  of  Brafica^  Sttrpium  Brafic*  aridorum^ 
CimS)  inter  Cauftica  IntdUgitur.  Plin.  p.  1.  620. 
fcurnt  to  a  Cinder  are  moft  effe&ual,  fo  often 
apply'd,  and  repeated  untill  the  Uftion  is 
perfeaed.  The  Plaifter  ihou'd  be  oblong, 
fuch  as  will  fuit  the  Part,  as  in  large  Tu- 
mours about  four  Inches  long,  and  one  in 
breadth;  and  in  lefs,  about  two  Inches  iri 
length,  and  the  breadth  of  ones  little  Finger. 
So  foon  as  the  Coat  is  difcover'd  by  the 
Uftion,  it's  to  be  feparated  with  the  Scalpell, 
and  the  Humour  being  evacuated,  the  neigh- 
bouring Parts  are  to  be  eat  down  and  con- 
fum'd. 

Boyle,  Med.   Experiment. 

Has  a   Medicine,  for  a  ftubborn  Ulcer,  o/ 
the  A&es  of  the  Stalks  on  which  red  Cole- 
wort 


C 

wort  grows,  to  be  often  Ihifted.  —  —  Inftead 
of  the  Rad.  Brafiicae,  Corrofives,  eall'd  Sep- 
ticks,  may  be  us'd. 


Celfus.  A.  D*  29.  ad  66.  IJO.  before  Galen,  cap. 
21.  de  omenti  Curatwne. 

Tells  us,  that  the  Cuftom  of  the  Ancients 
in  the  Cure  of  an  Hernia:Omentalis,  was 
IHiner  e  adurentilus  Medtcamentis  donee  emo- 
riatur  &  excidat.  So  that  fdnie  tied  what 
W^s  out,  till  it  fell  off,  others  Cut  it  off,  others 
with  an  adlual  Cautery  fear'd  it,  and  others 
us'd  burning  Medicines,  eall'd  Caufticks.  Si 
omentum  fuper  vinculum  illirittur  Medieamentis^ 
qu£  fie  extduntj  ne  Erodant  wi/liy&  Gftfti 
vacant. 

Archtgenes  137  Tears  lefore  Cbrift. 

Of  whom  JEtius  has  recorded  feveral  thing* 
in  cap.  /o.  he  mentions  feveral  Caufticks 
us'd  by  him.  Crufta  Inducentia^  as  Arfenic, 
Quicklime,  &c.  ad  Carbunculos,  Carriis  Excre- 
fctnttASy  fudend&rum  nomas,  &c. 

Leonid* 

jEtius,  p.  324.  has  aCauftick  of  Calx.  Viv. 
and  Arfenic  for  gangren'd  and  other  putrifi- 
ed  Part^,  Fiftula's,  &c.  all  old  Ulcers  and 
proud  Flelh.  —  —  Uremia^  fays  he,  vero.  Ex* 
edenttaq  fiunt  ex  calcs  &  auripigmentOj  cum 
fat.  Vini  urunt  &  faciunt  cruftam. 

Oribafws 


Oribafius  265.  before  Chnji. 

A  Grecian,  Phyfician  to  Julius  Ctfar  un- 
der whom  and  Jovian  he  fiourifh'd,  for  his 
Learning  efteem'd  a  God.  cap.  23.  de  pafiillis 
from  Herodotus  ^  mentions  Caufticks  and  burn- 
ing Medicines,  Arfenic  and  Quicklime,  @v 
form'd  into  Paftills,  and  us'd  with  a  ftrong 
Lixive  in  Excrefcences  and  old  Ulcers,  @r. 
and  gives  us  vaft  Variety  of  'em,  fome  wea- 
ker, fome  ftronger,  that  every  Praftitioner 
may  chufe  for  himfelf. 

Rufus  Ephefus  112  Tears  before  Chr'tft. 

Mtius  in  cap.  51.  has  feveral  Medicines 
from  him,  qii£  Gruftam  Inurunt.  It's  fafe 
to  burn  the  Ail  to  the  Roots  with  Cauteries, 
or  by  applying  Caufticks  burnt  to  a  Gruft, 
amongft  which  he  mentions  Calx  Viva,  Arfe- 
nick,  and  Atramentum,  Sutor.  which  we  call 
Vitriol, 


JEttus  has  great  Store  of  Caufticks  from 
the  Ancients,  fee  cap.  52.  of  eating  and  burn- 
ing Medicinss  for  Callofities,  Excrefcencies, 
cancerous  Ulcers  and  Struma's,  which  we  are 
to  corrode  and  eradicate,  as  alfo  for  Scia- 
tica's and  other  Ails,  by.  way  of  Cauteries  or 
Caufticks. 

^  Galen  Ais'd  Lixives  of  Oak-AQies,  and 
Calx  of  Shells,  gjk  17.  Equiet  Afimfim.  fuc. 
Shells,  (Tays  Sir  John  Fhyer)  have  Alixivial 

Salt 


Salt  in  them  like  Lime,  burnt  Alum  and 
Lime  have  a  burning  Stipticity,  and  are 
thereby  alfo  very  Corrofive.  The  fre(h  Lix- 
ive  of  any  Wood,  efpecially  Oak  'or  Afli 
Bark,  is  a  fmart  Corrofive. 


in  ch.  13.  de  Ekphantiafi  has  an 
excellent  Deterfive  of  burnt  Alum,  nitriful- 
phur  Vivi  face.  Vim  combiift  and  Vine  Alhes 
&c.  and  purging  with  Veratrum  album.  Si  cunfta 
alia  me  die  amenta  Viribus  Inferior  a  fint^  id  uni- 
cmn  Kcmsdhim  eft.  Near  a  Kin  to  this,  is 
the  Cauterium  ad^  Columellas  Demofthenis.  talc. 
Vh.  2  Drams.,  fee,  vim  Ufl.  2  Drams,  lixivio 
ad  mellis  fpijjitudinem  trito  et  Us  aut  ter  Ebul- 
lire  finite  donee  cogatur^  ftop  it  up  clofe  and 
when  dry,  wet  it  with  frefh  Lixive. 

Rujticana  Qf+Jttriora  natura^  fortioribus  me- 
dicamentis  opus     habent,  moHiora 
fays  JEtius.  p.  359, 


s  Smn.  42.  cap.  13,  mentions  the  Ara- 
bian Uftion,  the  manner  of  doing  it  is  de- 
fcrib'd,  /.  2.  c.  37.  with  Goats  Dung,  for  the 
Cure  of  the  Sciatick,  g§5r.  the  Invention  where- 
of  is  attributed  to  Antyllus. 

Proffer  AlpimtS)  who  pra6lis'd  three  Years 
in  jEgypt,  tells  us,  that  they  form'd  a  Pyra- 
mid of  Linen  Rags,  fet  fire  to  its  iharp  Point, 
fo  let  it  burn  to  its  broad  End,  by  which 
a  Cruft  was  induc'd,  and  this,  fays  he  was 
the  Way  of  Cauteri^ing,  familiar  to  the  An- 
cients, which  they  generally  perform'd  with 

O  dry'd 
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dry'd  Goafs  Dung,  or  Mufhrooms,  and  re- 
peated it  three  Times  upon  the  fame  Cruft. 
The  Efchar  when  well  treated,  fell  off  in  two 
Weeks  .after,  by  which  they  not  only  cur'd 
ftubborn  and  inveterate  Ails,  as  Gout,  Scia- 
tica, &c.  but  alfo  Navel  Ruptures,  and  a  tier- 
ma  Inquinalis,  fee  Severinus  De  Med.  Efficaci. 
c,  /8.  who  happily  pra&is'd  it  feveral  Times, 
particularly  upon  Alexander  Janathafe  a  Neapo- 
litan, and  feveral  others. 

He,  who  wou'd  fully  know  the  Diligence  of 
the  Ancients,  and  their  Ways  of  adminiftring 
Caufticks,  may  confult  Coft^us  lib.  2.  of  Reme- 
dies from  Fire,  where  that  Subjeft  is  treated  at 
large. 

The  vaft  Variety  of  Matter,  whereof  Cau- 
Hicks'  are  made,  viz.  from  Vegetables,  Mine- 
rals and  Animals,  occafion'd  an  Infinity  of 
particular  Caufticks,  invented  in  the  feveral 
.Ages,  by  the  Induftry  of  Men,  according  to 
their  various  Fancies,  and  the  Ails  they  were 
Co  cure :  Severinus  has  gone  to  the  Bottom  of 
ihis  Matter,  in  his  Pyrotech.  Clrirurg. 

Sewrinus  in  Chap.  5.  of  Incifions  in  defpe- 
rate  Difeafes,  tells  us,  That  in  an  Iliac  Paffion, 
join'd  wirh  a  Herma^  or  rather  caus'd  by  the 
Rupture,  the  Sign  whereof  is  the  vomiting  of 
the  Faeces,  &c.  when  the  Ileon  is  flipt  into  the 
Scrotum,  the  only  Way  of  Cure  is  by  Incifion. 
Duret  upon  Holler  IMS  cap.  De  Herma^  fays,  If 
there  be  any  Cure,  it's  inftantly  to  make  an  In- 
cifion  on  the  Vmcu\um  faquiws  (that  is,,  the 

Ring 


Ring  is  to  be  enlarg'd,  and  the  Gut  reduc'd.) 
A  doubtful  Mean  is  to  be  prefer'd  to  a  certain 
and  infallible  Death.  Pr<ejiat  opttulari  cum  du- 
biafalMte9  quam  cert  a  cum  defperat'wn?  kominem 
rdinquere,  &c.  fo  far  Duretus,  fee  Parey  lib.  7. 
cap:  ij.  who  approves  of  Incifion. 

Whoever  wants  to  be  fatisfied  of 'the  great 
Advantages  of  large  Incifions  in  this,  and  ma* 
ny  other  Cafes,  may  confult  the  indefatigable 
Severims,  De  Medicina  Efficaci,  de  Incifion.  cap. 
i.  2.  gx*.  who*  founded  on  the  beft  Authori- 
ties, has  in  a  few  Words  convey'd  to  us  their 
Sentiments,  of  the  Neceffity  and  Benefit  of  large 
Incilions  in  Ruptures,  and  in  Fraftures  of  the 
Cranium,  even  where  the  Scalp  is  entire,  fee 
Jac.  Carp.  Jo.  Baptifta  Car  can.  rrtr.  Pajfir.  Sec. 
as  alfo  in  Nodes,  Exoftos,  Gummata,  &a  as  Hip- 
pocrates has  it  Lib.  2.  De  Med.  23.  25.  where 
he  orders  a  large  Incifion  to  be  made  in  fuch 
Cafes,  on  Purpofe  to  have  the  Cranium  rafp'd,  e- 
ven  to  the  fecond  Table.  In  all  Cafes,  fays  he, 
y/hen  certain  Signs  difcover  to  our  Senfes  the 
Bone  to  be  difeas'd,  there's  no  Scruple  to  be 
made  about  Incifion,  but  the  Skin,  or  Scalp, 
that  covers  the  Evil,  is  to  be  laid  open,  with  a 
pointed  Scalpell,  and  not  in  a  ftraight  Line  on- 
ly, but  Crucial,  and  that  as  large  as  to  difco- 
ver all  the  Evil^  and  that  it  may  be  conveni- 
ently drefs'd. 

Hippocrates  in  •  his  Book  De  Loch  in  Horn. 

Num.  23.  makes  his  Incifion  to  the  very  Bone 

in  Inflammations,  and  Defluxions  on  the  Eyes; 

and  in  his  Book  Dt  V{fu,  he's  of  the  fame  Opi- 

O  2  nion. 


nion.  The  Incifion  calPd  Crucial,  in  Forni  of 
an  X,  is  moft  Ancient  in  fuch  Difeafes,  begin- 
ning at  the  Occiput  four  Fingers  from  the 
Ears,  to  the  Bone,  as  Soranus  the  Ephtfian  hats 
told  us,  in  his  Introdu&ion  to  Medicine  cap. 
22.  of  which  C*Uus  Aurelianus  has  alfo  fpoken 
from  the  Authority  of  the  moft  Eminent  Phy- 
ficians,  m  his  Book  of  Chronic.  Difeafes  cap.  4. 
— — ~Celfus  in  lib.  7.  cap.  7.  mentions  feveral 
Incifions  on  the  Scalp,  us'd  by  feveral  Nations 
againft  Defluxions,  Opthalmies,  Qfr.  which 
render  Men  miferable  all  their  Life,  fee  the 
left  there  cap.  2. 

Severinus  in  the  fame  Chap,  tells  us,  That 
after  the  Example  of  thefe  great  Perfonages,  he 
was  the  firft  at  Naples ',  who  ventur'd  to  make  a 
large  Incifion  for  an  Opthalmia  of  three  Years 
ftanding,  the  Man  blind  all  the  Time,  the  Eye- 
Brows  prodigioufly  thick  and  fwell'd,  he  laid 
the  Sinciput  open,  the  Length  of  four  Fingers, 
L  e.  four  Inches,  nor  did  the  Patient  feel  the 
leaft  Inconveniency  from  the  Wound,  though 
he  cut  to  the  Bone.  He  us'd  Fomentations 
upon  the  poor  Eyes,  half  putrified,  and  with 
Cerat.  Bafil.  he  cur'd  it,  to  the  Admiration  of 
many.  All  he  has  faid  upon  Incifions,  and 
indeed  upon  every  other  Head,  is  Excellent ; 
wherefore  I  recommend  him  to  the  curious 
Reader,  and  fhall  conclude  with  his  own 

"Words. Ncqttg  enim  fimphx  &  parva  feftio 

prolatur  qualis  nofiris  vulgo  Mtdeniibus  fieri  con- 
fuevit^  qui  parte  &  trepide  fape  etiam  perfunftor'u 
.i.  e.  quo  confeciffe  rem  afpareant  bane  tandem  al* 

Johimt. Verwn  lamen  <cqua  debel  effe  ftflio 

male* 


097) 

)  fieri  PAW  peccato.  Ar^i  Celfus  lib.  2.  r. 
20.  us  Inteftini  Cur  at  tone,  with  great  Reafon 
tells  up.  §>uo  major  plaga  Jit,  &  plus  creare  car* 
riis  pojfiu 

Cypriamts  tells  us  how  he  cur'd  a  Gunfmith 
in  Yrantqutr^  of  a  Hernia  luteftindlu^  by  a 
large  Incifion.  This  Man,  fays  he,  could  re- 
pone  the  Inteftine  when  he  pleas'd,  and  often 
went  without  hft  Trufs.  At  a  Time  when  he 
was  out  of  Town,  it  fell  down,  and  by  its 
Weight  dilated  the  Peritoneum  more  and  more, 
and  having  catch'd  Cold,  he  could  not,  when 
he  return'd,  reduce  it  as  he  had  us'd  to  do,  be- 
caufe  the  Annulary  Procefs  was  ftraitned  by 
the  Inflammation,  and  that  Part  without  the 
Ring,  was  too  much  tumified,  to  be  re-plac'd. 
The  Symptoms  increas'd,  he  vomited  his  Ex- 
crements.1 When  he  examin'd  the  Parts  affe- 
6ted,  he  difcovered  fome  Spots  on  the  Scrotum^ 
certain  Signs  of  a  beginning  Gangrene.  He 
told  his  Scholars,  that  thefe  Symptoms  pro- 
ceeded from  the  ftrangulated  Inteftine,  and 
that  there  was  no  Remedy  but  the  Operation. 

He  laid  open  the  Scrotum,  and  Produftion 
of  the  Pt'ritotMUMy  according  to  its  whole 
Length,  whereupon  both  the  great  and  fmall 
Gilts  appear 'd,  the  C<ccum,  with  a  great  Part 
of  the  Colon,  and  yet*,  a  greater  Part  of  the  lie- 
on  prefented.  Their  Colour  was  alter'd  by  be- 
ing long  ftrangPd.  With  his  StiHet  and  For- 
ceps, guided  by  his  Finger  (the  beft  Condu- 
6tor  in  fuch  Cafes)  he  enlarg'd  the  Aperture, 
that  fo  without  any  Impediment,  he  could  ea- 
O  3  fly 


fily  reduce  the  Inteftines.  But  an  unforefeen 
Hinderance  occurr'd,  the  Colon  adher'd  to  the 
Rings,  which  he  was  forc'd  to  feparate  with 
his  fiiftoury,  and  though  this  retarded  the  O 
Deration,  and  render'd  it  more  difficult,  yet  he 
perfprm'd  it  with  that  Succefs,  that  the  Inte- 
ftines were  fcarce  fooner  reduc'd,  and  the  Parts 
ftitch'd,  than  the  Patient  immediately  found 
Eafe,  his  Vomiting  ceas'd,  and  he  relted  well 
that  Night,  his  Fever  abated,  he  daily,  reco- 
vered, ar4  was  foon  cur'd,  though  fifty  Years 
Old. 

From  this  v/e  may  conclude,  that  large  In- 
cifions  are  of  great  Ufc  in  fuch  Cafes.  I  durft 
maintain,  that  the  moft  Part  of  Patients  are  re- 
tarded by  the  over  Cantioufnefs  of  Surgeons, 
which  only  increafe  Pain ;  and  there  are  few 
Cafes,  v/here  large  Incifions  may  not  be  made, 
and  profitably. 

He  advis'd  him  to  wear  a  Trufs,  though  he 
was  in  no  Danger  of  a  Rdapfe,  the  Cicatrix 
.being  firm  enough  to  make  a  fufficient  Refi- 
ftance.  '  N.  B.  He  could  by  no  Means  endure 
a  Trufs  before  the  Operation,  becaufe  of  the 
Adherence. 

The  common  Caufe  of  a  Rupture^  is  a 
Weaknefs  of  the  Tendons  of  the  Abdominal 
Mufcles,  which  when  relax'd,  eafily  admit  a 
Separation  of  their  Fibres.  The  PtritGn<£umy 
becaufe  alone,  can't  by  its  own  Strength  fu- 
ftain  the  Weight  of  the  Inteftines,  nor  refift 
their  Impulfe,  fp  is  by  little  and  little  diftend- 
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ed,  and  falls  into  the  Scrotum,  by  the  Interfti- 
jces  of  their  tendinous  Fibres,  which,  with  the 
Gut,  forms  the  Hernia. 

In  Children  this  Operation  is  not  allow'd, 
becaufe  they  may  be  eafily  cur'd  by  a  Trufs. 

Vaft  Numbers  are  troubPd  with  Ruptures  in 
France,  Spain  and  Italy,  by  the  continued  Ufe 
of  Oil,  and  in  Franequer,  by  the  Ufe  of  Butter, 
which  is  much  the  fame  with  Oil  and  Butter- 
Milk. 

A  third  Part  of  its  Inhabitants  are  troubl'd 
with  Rupture fj  by  over-moiftning,  lubrifying, 
and  relaxing  the  Parts  of  their  Body. 

The  Method  of  Curing  Ruptures  by  Incifi- 
pn,  fays  Purmanus,  in  his  Chirurgia  Curio/a,  p. 
1 60,  is  that  which  was  praftis'd  by  Peter  de 
Franco.  The  Famous  and  Excellent  Operator 
4t  Leyden,  Schmalt~Jus,  was  fo  expert  at  it^ 
that  you  could  fcarce  perceive  how  he  did  it^ 
without  a  diligent  Circumfpe&ion ;  yea,  I  ve- 
rily believe  .he  could  have  cut  fifteen  Patients 
in  an  Hour's  Time,  if  he  had  had  fo  many. 
-When  I  was  there,  he  cut  but  fix  in  an  Hour, 
all  which  fucceeded,  but  then  he  took  more 
Time  than  ordinary.  His  Method  therefore  I 
ihall  defcribe  as  the  beft,  and  quickeft,  that  I 
ever  faw,  and  v/hich  I  pra6life. 

The  Patient  being  well  purg'd,  two  Days 
before,  and  a  Clyfter  given  him  in  the  Morn- 
ing, four  Hours  before  the  Operation,  lhave 
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the  P^rt,  and  lay  the  Patient  with  his  Head 
lower  than  his  Legs,  the  eafier  to  repone  the 
Gut,  and  let  fome-body  prefs  them  with  both 
Hands,  that  they  may  not  fall  down  again  in-- 
to  the  Scrotum,  then  with  the  three  fore-molt 
Fingers  of  your  Left-Hand,  take  hold  of  the 
Skin,  where  the  Guts  us'd  to  fall  outwards,  o- 
Ver  the  Rings,  pull  it  up  as  much  as  you  can, 
and  make  an  Incifion  in  Length,  of  the  Breadth 
of  two  Fingers,  diredlly  upon  the  Place  where 
the  Procefs  of  the  Peritoneum  is,  and  where 
the  Gut  ufeth  to  fall  out  forwards.  The  Inci- 
fion being  made,  put  your  two  fore-moft  Fin- 
gers into  the  Wound,  and  feparate  the  Procefs 
from  the  adjoining  fibrous  and  nervous  Bodies. 
That  you  don't  hurt  the  Spermatick  Veflels 
with  your  Needle,  or  Tie,  which  though  it  be 
fomewhat  troublefome,  is  prefently  periorm'd  ; 
then  thruft  your  Needle  with  a  Gold  Thread, 
a  little  ftronger  than  ordinary  through  the  Pro- 
cefs, not  too  hard,  or  too  (lack,  and  then  tie  it 
on  a  double  Knot :  The  beft  Way  is  to  pull 
the  Procefs  upwards  out  of  *he  Wound,  and 
then  you  may  fee  how  to  perform  it  fooner  and  bet- 
ter. If  the  Peritoneum  is  very  much  dilacera- 
ted,  fow  up  thofe  Lips  with  the  reft,  the 
Thread  may  in  Time  be  cut  off,  and  the 
Wound  by  Degrees  heaPd  and  cicatriz'd. 

De  Franco  in  his  *frahe   DC  Hernie  Intefti* 
nale  &  Des  Rtmsdes  par  Cbirurgie.  Chap.   16. 

E.  30.  tells  us,  That  this  Way  of  Incifion  was 
is  own  Invention,  which  to  Men  of  found 
Senfe  and  Judgment,  fays  he,  will  feem  ftrange, 
and  the  more,  that  in  the  Space  of  twelve  or 
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fourteen  Years,  I  have  cut  above  two  hundred 
Perfpns  with  Succefs,  and  alfo  feveral  of  our 
Profeffion  follow  this  Method  now,  at  this 
Time,  believing  it  not  fo  hazardous,  as  fur  h 
pfvil,  becaufe  there's  lefs  Danger  of  a  Flux  of 
Blood. 

Ar.  B.  That  De  Franco  after  the  Operation, 
and  tying  the  Knot,  cauterized  (as  he  calls 
it)  the  Part  with  fcalding  Oil  of  Rofes,  or  O- 
live,  with  Cotton  dipt  in  the  boiling  Oil,  with 
which  the  Part  incided  was  drefs'd,  for  three 
or  four  Times,  and,  fays  he,  Je  M'en  fuis  fort 
Hen  troitve  defuis  que  J^ay  commence  d'ainfi  faire, 
llya  environ  douze  #;//,  and  I  have  always 
found  it  do  well  thefe  twelve  Years,  fmce  I 
firft  praftis'd  it.  Before  that,  I  cauterized  it 
with  a  hot  Iron,  of  the  Shape  I  here  prefent 
you  with,  as  moft  of  our  Profeffion  do  ftill, 
and  I  fay  it  does  very  well,  becaufe  it  corrobo- 
rates, and  fortifies  the  Part. 

One  Thing  you  muft  take  Care  of  after  the 
Operation,  that  the  Bandage  be  not  too  tight, 
left  it  induce  an  Inflammation,  by  attra&ing 
the  Humours  to  that  Part,  which  is  ever  dan- 
gerous, if  not  timeoufly  notic'd. Another 

Way  of  the  Author's  own  Invention,  per- 
form'd  without  the  Lofs  of  the  Tefticle,  fee  De 
Franco  pag.  ^4. 

Hildan  Cent  6.  01  f.  73. 

Tells  us,  That  the  Operation  is  not  to  be 
perjbrm'd  but  in  extreme  Neceflity,  all  other 

Things 
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Things  having  been  firft  try'd,  but  where  the 
Vifcera  are  found  and  not  manifeftly  laes'd,  the 

following  Example  ihews  it  may. An.  1618, 

I  was  defir'd,  fays  he,  to  perform  the  Opera- 
tion upon  Mr.  Join  Nadkr,  who  had  a  corn- 
cleat  Rupture,  the  Parts  were  by  no  Means  to 
fce  kept  up,  not  by  the  beft  Trufies  that  could 
fce  contriv'd.  I  diffwaded  him  from  being  cut^ 
all  I  was  able,  aged  Seventy  One,  but  being 
iully  bent  upon  it,  and  rather  than  not  be  cut, 
he  was  refolv'd  to  put  himfelf  in  the  Hands  of 
a  Quack,  by  whom  left  he  ihould  be  ill  us'd, 
I  could  no  longer  (for  the  Friendfhip  that  had 
feeen  formerly  betwixt  us)  refufe  him ;  where- 
fore after  due  Preparation  of  his  Body,  for  fe- 
veral  Days,  I  cut  him,  which  fucceeded  fo 
well,  that  he  foon  recover'd,  and  furviv'd  the 

Operation  feveral  Years. He  was  natural? 

ly  Robuft,  and  for  his  Age,  of  a  good  Habit 
of  Body. 

"Whoever  praftife  this  Operation  of  Cutting, 
an  order  to  reduce  the  Gut,  and  Cure  the  Rup- 
turtj  ought  diligently  to  inquire  into  the  State 
of  the  Inteftine,  if,  being  as  it  were  ftrangPd, 
it  be  gangren'd;  for  then,  though  the  Opera- 
tion be  never  fo  artfully  perform'd,  the  Patient 
moft  certainly  dies  next  Day,  and  it  may  be 
thought  the  Surgeon  has  kill  d  him^  of  which 
,  Slcgefw  made  fome  Remarks  in  France,  fee 
Vchtius  Obf.  49. 


Anno 
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Anno  1699  and  1700, 

I  have  often  been  Eye-Witnefs  to  this  Ope* 
ration  in  the  Hotel  Duu^  which  I  muft  here 
own  to  the  Honour  of  the  Performers,  was 
done  with  all  the  Dexterity  and  Skill  Art  re- 
quires ;  but  my  Curiofity  not  fatisfy'd  with 
this  alone,  mov'd  me  to  a  conftant  Attendance 
at  each  Drefling,  on  Purpofe  to  know  the  good 
or  ill  Succefs,  and  I  do  declare,  unlefs  per* 
iorm'd  on  a  very  bad  Habit  of  Body,  where 
a  Tendency  towards  a  Mortification  of  the  In* 
teftine,  occafion'd  by  the  rough  Handlings, 
and  unfldlful  Tampering  of  Surgeons,  who 
had  had  'em  in  Hands  before  they  came  into 
the  Hofpital,  the  Operation  (generally  fpeak> 
ing)  had  its  wiih'd  for  Effeft 


H  A  p. 


CHAP.     I. 

Of  Vitriol  and  iu.  Oil 

tfheir  CaufticL 

EAVING  all  other  Caufticks,  I  ftiall 
come  to  the  Confideration  of  their 's,  Oil 
of  Vitriol,  fo  much  boafted  off,  as  if  none 
had  ever  heard  of  its  being  us'd  as  fuch,  be- 
fore them,  and  that  it  may'nt  be  flightly  pafs'd 
over,  I  fhall  beg  Leave  to  examine  what 
it  is,  and  how  made,  and  if  ever  us'd  by  any 
before  'em. 

Gcorg.  Agricola,  Glauc<e  Nat.  1494.  diligentif- 
fimus  Nature  fcmtator  Germanic  plinius  qui 
tnerito  palmam  refert  inter  cos  qui  de  re  metalli- 
fa  Scripferunt.  A  German  Phyfician  in  his 
Book,  De  natura  foffilium,  Bafil  1/46.  Fol.  p. 
113.  tells  that 

Air  amentum  fiitorium*  or  Vitriol. 

• 

Is  made  of  a  certain  Juice  that  corrodes 
the  Lapis  Pyrites,  of  which  Artifts  not  only 
make  Vitriol,  but  alfo  Alum,  for,  fays  he, 
magnam  inter  fe  cognationem  kalent.  By  the  Latins 
it  was  call'd,  Atramtntum^y  the  Greeks  xAA^fley 
quod  ex  #re  quodam  modo  efflorefcat  nam 
ryrites  <eroj[us  qui  &  Cbahitis  dicitur^  foryos  Q> 
Melantbtri*  quam  etiam  Atramentum  mettalli- 
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cum  vocant  par  ens  eft  el  Effector,  -••  •••  p.  219. 
Superior  rftas  atramento  fiitorio  Vitrwli  nomen 
impofuit.  —  —  p.  2.  20.  Its  ufe  in  Medicine,  a  moft 
vehement  Aftringent,  and  heals  extremely, 
wherefore  it  ftops  Bleeding,  eats  Excrefcencies. 
Efpecially  its  Oil,  and  does  fo  burn,  as  to 
bring  on  Crufts  like  a  hot  Iron,  or  Aft  C  -  y. 
de  Cahantbo.  See  Pliny's  Nat.  Hift.  L  34. 

.£.    12. 

Raymundus  Lull'ms,    lorn    in  Majorca, 
A.  C.  123;. 

Revived  his  Mr.  Arnold  de  villa  nova'f 
Cbymy-j  was  of  a  wonderful  Genius,  to 
whom  we  owe  the  Invention  of  Sp.  VinL 
He  often  mentions  Oil  of  Vitriol  as  a  ftrong 
Cauftick. 

Euonymi    tfheatri  tfhefaurus  Mtd.    a  fiilitious 
Name.  See  Conrad  Gefner.  pub!. 


There  we  have  an  Account  of  a  Quack, 
who  us'd  Oil  of  Vitriol  for  all  Difeafes,  and 
there  we  have  as  exaft  a  Defcription  of  the 
Procefs  of  making  this  Oil,  as  in  any  Author 
fince. 

Pag.  378.  There  we  have  the  Story  of  an- 
other old  Dutch  Quack,  who  pretended  to 
cure  all  Difeafes  with  Oil  of  Vitriol,  when 
he  was  to  fv/eat  his  Patients  he  gave  fome 
Drops  of  it  with  Theriac,  g§Sr, 

This 


This  cunning  Quack  call'd  this  Oil,  tHe 
rhilofopher's  Stone.  The  way  of  making  it 
he  had  learn'd  from  a  certain  Goldfmith,  as 
we  found  amongft  his  Papers,  after  his 
JDeath. 

Eulcafis. 

Gives  tis'  the  whole  Procefs  of  Oil  of  Vi- 
iriol,  unica  ejus  guttula^  fays  he,  Mauflum 
*uini  admixtum  ad  extinquendum  fitim  per<tfta- 
\  in  Mfs.  referi. 


Lib.  3.  de  Med.  preparation?  Nicolaus  Majfit* 

In  his  Book  de  morlo  Neapolitano,  fays, 
that  the  Oil  of  Vitriol  can't  be  taken  in- 
wardlyj  touch  it  with  your  Tongue,  and  its 
like  a  hot  Iron,  it  confumes  the  largeft 
Warts,  and  as  Cardan  fays,  ad  pr^cfcindendos 
Cancros  ©  corrupta  membra.  The  Oil  of  Vi- 
triol is  a  wonderful  Cauftick,  fays  Zacutus 
Lufitanus. 

The  Oil  of  Vitriol,  as  alfo  the  Spirit,  is 
fuch  a  Cauftick,  that  we  ufe  it  inftead  of 
an  aftual  Cautery.  In  gangreen'd  Cafes,  if 
the  Knife  be  rub'd  over  with  it^  fays  Brajfa- 

i)ola  Ferrarenfis. 

If  one  or  two  Drops  of  the  Oil  of  Vitriol 
be  put  upon  any  Partj  it  cauteries  it. 

AngelM 


Angdus  Sola 

PublifFd  a  Cauftick,  where  Oil  of  Vitriol 
is  the  chief  Ingredient,  but  fays  he,  Imma- 
mm  dolor  sm  Excitat.  It  ftirs  up  an  outrage- 
ous Pain,  the  Part  only  touch'd  v/ith  a  Fea* 
ther  dipt  in  it. 

Ls  Feturt 

Says  the  acid  Spirit  and  corrofive  Oil  of 
Vitriol,  is  calPd  an  Oil,  tho'  improperly,  fince 
it  is  neither  inflammable  nor  un&uous,  but 
the  manner  of  Expreffion  of  Writers  muft  be 
followed,  from  whom  this  Liquor  had  its  firit 
Denomination,  being  too  harm  and  violent  for 
inward  Remedies. 

Filtrate  the  Liquor  remaining  in  the  Retort* 
after  the  Diftillation  of  the  faid  Spirit,  through 
Glafs  beaten  to  Powder,  for  otherwife  it  wou'd 
corrode,  all  other  Subftances  being  altogether 
Corrofive,  put  it  in  a  double  Glafs  Bottle,  or 
Viol,  and  Itop  it  with  a  glafs  Stople  very* 
clofe. 

The  Learn'd  and  Accurate  Jac.  Barmrw  in 
his  Cbym.  p.  311.  And  fo  as  we  faid,  the  Oil 
of  Vitriol  is  thicker,  becaufe  it  has  lefs  Phlegm. 
Such  acid  Oils  are  improperly  fo  calPd,  wou'd 
be  more  rightly  nam'd  concentrated  Spirits. 
The  Spirit  has  a  corroding  Power.  The  Oil, 
as  is  faid,  is  a  concentrated  Spirit,  ncque  enim 
Conditions  okcrum  balet.  Its  a  Salt  diffolv'd. 

P.  260. 


P.  269.  The  Oil  of  Vitriol  excites  a  notable 
Heat,  and  is  fuch  a  Cauftick,  that  it  burns  a 
Pen  and  Wood  like  Sulphur. 

M.  tf.  in  his  Cbemla  Rattonalis,  fays.  That 
the  Oil  of  Vitriol  is  a  Cauftick,  and  therefore 
not  to  be  us'd  inwardly. 

J^ y  fays,  That  the  Oil  of  Vitriol  is  ex- 
tremely Cauftick,  and  therefore  is  to  be  kept 
under  a  Wax,  or  Glafs-Stople,  for  a  Cork  it 
v/ill  burn  to  a  Cinder. 

Angelus  Sala,  in  his  Anatomy  of  Vitriol, 
tells  us,  That  it  has  a  manifeft  fiery  corrofive 
Quality.  In  Surgery  it's  moft  Excellent  for 
eating  down  proud  Fleih,  and  removing  pu- 
trid Flefh  in  Gangreens. One  Drop  of  it 

from  a  Goofe-Quill,  will  root  out  Warts,  and 
other  Callofities,  yet  not  without  great  Pain. 

Wherefore  its  not  to  be  raihly  us'd,  but  by 
thofe  of  Skill,  who  both  know  how  to  temper 
and  manage  it,  and  defend  the  Parts  from  In- 
flammations, and  other  Symptoms,  It  cures 
creeping  Ulcers  to  a  Miracle. 

The  Oil  and  Spirit  of  Vitriol  differ  only  on 
Account  of  greater  or  lefler  Acidity,  for  the 
Oil  is  drawn  off  with  an  extreme  Force,  whence 
it's  thick  and  obfcure,  the  Spirit  has  more 

Phlegm,   fo  weaker. The  Oil  of  Vitriol 

then  is  a  concentrated  Spirit.— —  The  Spirit 
of  Vitriol  an  Oil  refolv'd.    Take  Oil  of  Vitri* 

oL 
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pi,  and  Water,  diftil  'em,  and  you  have  at) 
Oil  in  Form  of  a  Spirit ;  re&ify  this  Spirit,  and 
drive  off  all  the  Phlegm,  and  you'll  have  an. 
acid  corrofiye  Oil  of  Vitriol,  fee  Ettoulkr  p. 
573.  For  other  Ways  of  making  this  Oil,  fee 
Libavius  Lib.  2.  Alck.  Traft.  2.  Cib.  Mender* 
De  Vitriol  c.  9.  Heurnius  1.  i.  f.  74, 

Rtolan  does  not  approve  of  the  inward  Ufe 
bf  the  Oil  of  Vitriol;  Firft,  Becaufe  allftrong 
Acids  are  Enemies  to  the  Nerves  and  nervous 
Parts.  Secondly,  Becaufe  ;  it's  a  very  great 
Caufticky  and  that  it  wou?d  require  a  larger 
Quantity  of  Wine  to  dilute  it  in,  than  Febri- 
citants  could  bear. 

If  one  or  tv/o  Drops  be  rubb'd  upon  a  well 

fuppufated  Tumour,  it  breaks. Aq.  diffo* 

lutum  <valde  Cicatrifem  inductt.  Plat.  De  Vilri* 
ol.p.  719.  841 9J9. 

Franc;  Peccrt.  p.  1187*  Erodenlia  Vahntt/ima* 

The  Chief  are  Oil  of  Sulphur,  and  Oil  of 
Vitriol,  both  ftrbng  Caufticks,  which  are  to  be 
us'd  with  great  Caution,  efpecially  in  nervous- 
farts. 

ffieopbraft.  Paracels, 

His  true  Oil  of  Vitriol  is  drawn  from  En- 
^lifh  Vitr.  or  Coperas,  well  calcin'd  in  a  Re- 
terberatory  Furnace,  urging  the  Fire  to  the 
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fourth  and  laft  £)egree,  fo  yoti  have  his 
which  is  wonderfully  Corrofive,-  fays  Maet-L. 

Cbarras,  After  re&ifying  the  Spirit,  leaves 
at  the  Bottom,  the  heavy  Spirit  call'd  Oil  of 
Vitriol. 

Zwtlfiry  That  which  remains  in  the  Glafs- 
Body,  after  diftilling  the  Spirit  of  Vitriol,  i$ 
the  moft  acid  Part,  and  is  call'd  the  Oil  (  tho* 
improperly)  and  in  the  Bottom  of  the  Retort, 
remains  the  Cap.  Mort.  calPd  Colcothar,  out 
of  which  Sal  Vitrioli,-/?afo7/'s  Drops,.  Styptic* 
Water,  and  Ens  Veneris  are  made. 


i  That  which  remains  in  the  Body,. 
is  the  moft  acid  Part  of  the  Vitriol—  —And: 
tells  us,  That  having  put  two  Thirds  of  Ger* 
wan  Vitriol^  dry'd  in  a  Retort,  into  a  Fur* 
aace,  drew  of  the  Phlegm,-  fitted  an  empty  Re- 
ceiver to  the  Retort,  and  by  a  great  Fire  conti* 
nu'd  three  Days  and  Nights,  he  had  an  acid 
Spirit,  as  tJfwal.  When  the  Veffefe  were  coldr 
he  wonder'd  ta  find  nothing  in  the  Receiver, 
but  a  Mafs  of  Salt,  or  congeal'd  Oil  of  Vi- 
triol ;  which  Salt,  fays  he,  was  fo  exceeding 
Cauftick,  and  burning,  that  if  he  touch'd  the 
leaft  Part  of  it  with  his  Finger,  it  fcalded  intole- 
rably, fo  that  he  was  fain  to  plunge  his  Hand 
into  cold  Water.  It  continued.  to  fume,  and 
when  a  little  of  it  was  thrown  into  Water,  it 
made4  the  fame  hiding  Noife  that  a  Fire-Coal 
thrown  into  Water  wou?d  do,  "and  heated  the 
fame  much  more  than  common  Oil  of  Vitriol  ; 

after 
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after  keeping  it  fix  Months,  it  refolv'd  into  a 
Liquor,  which  he  us'd  as  Oil  of  Vitriol. 

Cafldlus  M.  D.  Rom.  in  Us  CaledntUn^  &c. 

Tells  us,  That  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  A- 
pothecaries  at  Rom^  none  v/anted  Oil  of  Vi- 
triol in  their  Shops.-  -  That  the  great  and 
mighty  Virtues  afcrib'd  to  it  by  Raymund  Mm- 
dtrerus^  gave  Quacks  and  others  a  Handle  to 
ufe  it  as  an  Univerfal  Medicine  in  all  Difeafes, 
V  id.  fag.  67,  80,  81^  96. 

P.  19.  Caftfllus  fays,  That  the  Oil  of  Vitriol, 
or  Sulphur,  in  Gangrenes,  are  as  Effeftual  by 
their  Burning,  as  Fire  it  felf,  for  which  End  I 
have  feen  it  us'd  at  Rome  by  Surgeons  and  o- 
thers.  Vaceo  ufum  ad  maligna  ferns  Gallica  £//- 
cera  aftringendique  vim. 

P.  f.  That  the  Oil  of  Vitriol  falls  to  the  Bot- 
tom, when  thrown  into  Water.  It  is  moft  a- 
cid,  and  Cauftick.  By  it  the  Stomach  and  Guts 
may  be  exulcerated,  p.  6. 

P.  9.  It  is  a  very  ftrong  Cauftuk,  and  exceed- 
ing hot. 

P.  1  1.  "When  I  fpeak  of  that,  which  is  given 
inwardly,  I  don't  mean  the  black  Oil,  which 
is  a  ftrong  Cauftick.  Merc  at  us  was  afraid  of 
the  Oil  of  Vitriol  in  Ulcers  of  the  Jaws,  for  it 
cauterifceth  wherever  it  touchethu 
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P.  33.  The  black  Oil  of  Vitriol  is  moft  acrid, 
and  is  fo  extremely  hot,  that  the  Hand  can't 
bear  it,  and  fo  ftrong  a  Cauftick,  that  it  burns 
the  very  Pens  and  Straw  that's  dipt  into  ifr 

Camillus  Gorus  M.  D.  De  Calcantloo,  ejufque 
Oho.  Rom<e  ibid.  40.  That  the  Oil  of  Vitriol 
burns,  and  is  a  ftrong  Cauftick,  and  that  it 
pofTefleth  the  fame  Virtues,  that  crude  Vitri- 
ol it  felf  doesj  in  a  ftrbnger  Degree  ;  for,  fays 
he,  the  Oil  of  Vitriol  is  nothing  elfe,  than  the 
very  fame  Subftance  of  Vitriol,  with  its  Qua- 
lities more  perfeft.  As  Vitriol  is  a  powerful 
Aftriflgent,  heater  and  drier,  it's  of  a  Sep- 
tick  Quality,  Ergo^  fays  he,  01.  magis  inten- 
•  fas  babcb'it  has  ghialitatts  ;  therefore  the  Oil 
"has  thefe  Qualities  more  intenfe,  becaufe  lefs 
Phlegm, 

Dr.  Read)  If  you  wou'ct  ufe  moift  Caitfttcksi 
have  recourfe  to  Oil  of  Vitriol,  Oil  of  Sul- 
phur, g£\  -  Caiffticks,  as  Lap.  Infernal  the 
white  Cauftick,  &c.  -are  fo"  well  known-  to  all 
who  praftife  Surgery,  that  I  need  not  trouble 
you  with  their  Preparations.  -  Mere  fubtimat 
mix'd  with  Oil  of  Vitriol  calcin'd  to  a  Red- 
nefs,  is  an  Excellent  Efcharotick.  In  the  Cure 
of  a  Herpes  Exedens^  if  the  LipS  be  touch'd 
with  Aq.  forth;  Oil  of  Vitriol,  or  Sulphur, 
they'll  focn  heal, 


Surgery,  pag.  214:  tells  us,  That 
with  Oil  of  Vitriol,  the  ftraight  and  narrow 
Orifices  of  Fiftulous  Ulcers  are  to  be  enlarg'd, 

Callofities 
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Gallofities  remov'd,  and  that  nothing  difpofeth 
Inveterate  Ulcers  to  heal  fo  much,  as  touching 
'em  with  Oil  of  Vitriol,  with  an  arm'd  Probe 

dipt  therein. -P.  ,213.   fays.  The  Ancients 

prepar'd  Vitriol,  for  the  Oil  by  calcining  it  till 
it  was  red,  and  this  was  us'd  by  'em,  when 
they  intended  to  have  the  fharpeit  Oil  of  Vi- 
triol.  \Vith  this  Oil  over-grown  Gums 

may  be  gently  touch'd,  with  a  little  Mel  Rof. 
and  though  it  cures  rotten  Gums,  be  wary 
and  cautious  in  touching  the  Teeth,  for  it  will 

confume  'em. Touch  any  liberations  in 

the  Mouth  but  once,  with  this  Oil,  and  they'll 
heal  very  fait, 

Purmannus  in  his  Cbirurgia  Curio/a,   lib.  z. 
c.  12.  fays,  A  Bubonocele  may  be  cur'd  with 
^^  Plaifter  of  the  Magnes  Arfenicalis  ;  but  if  this 
flpould  not  have  its  defir'd  Effect,  then  a  care- 
ful Excoriation  is  the  fafeft  and  fpeedieft  Re- 
medy. 

Inftead  of  Aftual  Cauteries,  fays  he,  Poten- 
tial Cauteries,  or  Corrofives,  as  Butyr.  Ami- 
moniij  Sp.  Nrtri,  Aq.  fort  is,  Oil  of  Vitriol,  &c. 

may  be  us'd. In  Condylomata,  Varies s,  & 

Veruc<e  infudendis  Mulier.  Caufticks  are  often  fuc- 

cefsful. 1  have,  fays  he,  taken  'em  away 

by  applying  Butter  of  Antimony,  without  the 
Ufe  of  any  other  Medicine,  but  a  Lixive  to 

blunt  the  Pain,  caus'd  by  the  Corrofive.< 

And  though  nothing  will  eradicate  'em  but 
Corfofives ;  and  that  Surgeons  ufe  Sp.  Nitri. 
OH  of  Vitriol \  Sulpb.  &c.  yet  I  have  had  fuch 
good  SuQcefs  with  Butter  of  Antimony  in  thefe 
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Cafes,  that  I  prefer  it  before  all  others,  and  do 
recommend  it. 

The  Beneficent  Boyl,  tells  us,  That  the  Oil 
of  Vitriol  is  one  of  the  moft  Corrofive  Men- 
ftruums  yet  knov/n,  which  will  fret  feveral 
Metals,  Minerals,  and  a  great  Number  and  Va* 
riety  of  Animal  and  Vegetable  Bodies  to  pieces. 

Sir  Ifaac  Newton  p.  356.  360.  fays,  Since  Oil 
of  Sulphur,  per  Camfanam^  is  of  the  fame  Na- 
ture with  Oil  of  Vitriol,  may  it  not  be  inferr'd, 
That  Sulphur  is  3-lfo  a  Mixture  of  Volatile 
and  fix'd  Parts,  fo  ftrongly  cohering  by  Attra- 
ction, as  to  afcend  together  by  Sublimation. 

Lf-Mort9  That  eight  Pounds  of  Englifh  Vi- 
triol will  yield  thirty  Ounces  of  Oil That 

Oils  of  Salts  are  fluid  Salts  concentrated,  i.  dt 

depriv'd  of  moft  of  their  Phlegm. That 

this  Oil  is  a  Caufiick^  and  fit  to  diffolve  Metals, 

That  Oil  of  Sulphur -may  be  reftified  in 

the  fame  Manner  as  the  Oil  of  Vitriol,  and  fit 
for  the  fame  Ufes,  and  that  they  are  both  Cor* 
rofive  and  Cathaereticks.  ; 

Rulandi  Centura  10.  p.  600.  Cur.  82*  tells 
us,  That  he  cur'd  one  Kirfcbntr  of  a  Hydro- 
eele,  or  Hernia  Aquofa^  with  the  Oil  of  Sul- 
phur, with  which  the  whole  Ramex  was  laid 
over  Morning  and  Night,  and  over  it  apply'd 
a  Bag  with  hot  Aihes.  .  ;  •  .- 

P.  649.  Cur.  66.  That  he  cur'd  a  Sarcocek, 
Htrnist  CarnQJ'(i)  or  Fleftiy  Rupture,  which 

Ihou'd 


JhouM  have  been  cut,  had  they  followed  th$ 
Advice  propos'd  ;  but  I,  fays  he,  eafily  cur'4 
it  without  Incinon,  £9  Curo  in  multis  aliis* 
with  a  Purgative  Potion,  for  fome  Time,  and 
after  fufficient  Purging,  a  Bath,  wherein  three 
Ounces  of  ^Tartar  has  been  boil'd?  and  before, 
and  after  Bathinj|  I  anointed  him  with  my 
Oil  of  Sulphur.  A  good  Diet  of  eafy  Dige- 
ftion,  Wine  .diluted,  little  Motion,  much  Reit 
in  Bed,  and  by  thefe  the  Tumour  daily  de» 
creas'd,  and  in  four  Weeks  yanilhed. 


Hildan  p.  914.  915.  Gives  us  Inftances  of 
the  dreadful  Effefts  of  the  Injudicious  Appli- 
cation of  Mercurials,  ©r.  as  well  as  of  Chy? 
mical  Preparations  inwardly,  of  one  who  was 
fuffocated,  and  died  by  a  Quack's  rubbing  too 
much  Mercury  on  fiim  ;  of  two  or  three  others, 
by  ftrong  Vomits  of  Merc.  Vit<e  j  of  one  who 
died  by  an  Antimpnial  Vomit;  of  another  who 
got  a  Hernia  Ventralis,  by  a  ftrong  Antimoniai 
Vomit  a  Quack  gave  him,  p.  918.  Trmt  when 
he  was  at  Worms  ,  he  was  confuited  by  one  PC- 
ter  Doling,  about*  Hernia  Intefiinalis,  hegotar 
bout  four  Years  before  that,  by  a  Vomit  a 
Quack  had  given  him,  which  burft  him  the 
very  Day  he  took  it,  with  a  vaft  many  others, 
fee  p. 


^  De  Abufu  Medicam.  Efcharoticorum? 
tells  us,  That  Efeharoticks  being  of  Minerals, 
cannot  be  apply'd  fafely  to  External  Ails,  but 
by  Experienc'd  and  SkilPd  Phyficians  and  Sur- 
geons ;  and  that  he  could  give  fevefal  Inftances 
of  their  Abufe  ;  the  Firft  is  of  a  Perfon,  who 

P  4  boafted 
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boafted  fo  much  of  a  Powder  ad  Cranium  curan* 
dum;  fee  his  Treatife  of  Gangrene,  and  Spha- 
celus. — - — The  other  Inftance  is  of  an  Apo- 
thecary, otherwife  ikill'd  in  his  Bufmefs,  whofe 
Name  he  conceals,  for  the  Iptimacy  had  been 
Between  them. * 

* 

About  eleven  Years  ago,  fays  he,  a  certain 
Quack,  came  to  Cologne ,  pretending  to  cure  all 
Sorts  of  Ruptures,  without  Caftration,  or  Hurt- 
ing the  Spermatick  Veffels.  Great  was  the 
Concourfe  of  People  to  him ;  yet  he  had  cur'd 
none,  for  all  he  had  been  there  a  whole  Year, 
as  I  was  well  inform'd  by  People  of  Credit 

there. He  begun  his  Cure  by  Exulcerat- 

ing  the  Skin  with  their  CaufticK,  a  certain  Chy- 
mical  Oil,  which  I  conceal,  becaufe  of  its 
dreadful  Effe&s,  having  corroded  the  Parts  in- 
to the  very  Os  Pubis,  with  fuch  dreadful  and 
excruciating  Pains,  fcarce  to  be  exprefs'd,  as 
the  Patient  Dom.  Schuamus,  who  felt  and  fuf- 
fer'd  'em,  told  me,  that  he  wou'd  rather  fuffer 
Death,  than  run  the  Riik  of  bearing  'em  a- 

gain. A  certain  Nobleman,  about  fixteen 

Y^ars  ago,  was  tortur'd  at  Leyd^n^  in  the  fame 
Manner,  in  vain,  by  the  fame  Quack,  though 
he  (till  has  the  fame  troublefome  Rupture. 

So  much  I  thought  Dr.  Doringius*  to  fay  con- 
cerning the  Abufe  of  Chymical  Medicines,  not 
with  any  Defign  to  condemn,  or  reject  'em, 
but  rather  to  give  a  few  Examples  to  young 
Phyficians  and  Surgeons,  to  fhew  how  pru- 
dently, and  circumfpeclly  they  ought  to  ufe 
Chymicals,  and  that  the  Sick  may  not  truft  too 


(   217   ) 

much  to  chattering  Quacks. — —Nor  can  I  fee 
how  any  can  fecuMy  ufe  Chymicai  Medi- 
cines, unlefs  they  know  their  Preparations,— 
Therefore  when  any  Qu^clc,  Jew  or  Monk, 
who  knows  jio  more  of 'Baking  Chymipals, 
than  he  does  of  the  Nature  of  Difeafes,  or 
other  Circumftances,  I  wifh  that  Kings  and 
Princes,  the  Fathers  of  their  People,  wou'd  ex 
Officio,  fupprefs  fuch  Quacks,  and  unflcilful 
Medlers,  who  play  with  the  Corium  Humanum, 
and  expofe  Mankind  to  fuch,  and  fp  many 
Hazards,  They  ought  not  to  be  permitted  in 
a  well  constituted  Common-wealth,  nor  do  I 
think  Men  ought  to  be  allowed  to  fuffer  them- 
felves  to  be  pradlis'd  upon  by  fuch ;  for  it's  not 
Bull-bides,  but  Merits,  that  are  the  Objefls  of 
the  Magistrates  Care,  y/ho  are  to  fee  to  their 
Health  and  Welfare. 

P.  776.  777,  Septicks,  as  Arfenip,  Sandarac, 
Aquafortis,  Oil  of  Vitriol,  and  the  like,  rafhly 
apply'd,  fometimes  induce  a  Gangrene  and 
Sphacelus;  wherefore  I  wou'd  admonilh  all 
Surgeons,  that  they  don't  ufe  fuch  Septicks, 
but  with  the  utmoft  Prudence  and  Modera- 
tion :  And  Warmly  in  pag.  790.  De  Gavgrtna, 
inveighs  againft  them,  and  v/ith  Paracelfus, 
fays,  That  Caufticls  of  Ajfenic,  Sublimat.  @r. 
are  Artes  Carntficum ;  aijd  therefore  advifeth 
when  Potential  Cauteries  are  to  be  us'd,  that 
they  be  fuch  as  are  made  of  the  ftrongeft  Li- 
xive  of  Vine-Alhes  and  Quicklime,  for  thefe 
operate  immediately,  and  with  no  great  Pain ; 
for  it  often  does  its  work  in  lefs  than  an  Hour ; 
whereas  Arfenic,  and  thefe,  are  always  attend- 
ed 
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cd  with  dreadful  Symptoms.  Agreeable  to  thefe 
Sentiments,  are  thofe  of  pur  mofi  celebrated 
Authors  and  Pra&itioners  in  all  Ages. 


CHAP.    IL 

Of  Caufticks/™**  Veget  Abies,  Minerals,  &<c. 
Simple  and  Compound^  frft  u$*d  by  the 
Ancients^  continued  and  improved  bj  the 

Moderns. 

* 

JEtiuty  *fom.  4.  Serm.  2. 

HAS  a  very  good  Cauftick  of  Calx  Viv.  and 
which  he  fays,  Citra  Mordacitatem  Cru- 
flas  indttctt. 

Paul  Lib.  6.  taught  how  tp  ufe  Calx  Vw.  or 
iinflack'd  Lime,  with  black  Soap;  and  Mag? 
gms  fays,  If  the  above  be  made  of  Lime-Stone 
new  burnt,  it  will  burn  th0  Skin/ and  Flelh,, 
in  an  Hour. — *Jo  Sckyrontus^  Take  new  burnt 
-unflack'd  Lime  one  Ounce,  foft  Soap  q.  f.  form 
them  to  the  Confidence  of  a  folid  Ointment. 

Paid  Lib.  4.  Cap.  35.  Take  Quick-Lime  one 
Ounce,  Dregs  of  "Wine  burnt  two  Drams, 
ftrong  Lixive  of  Allies  boiPd  up  to  the  Thick- 
nefs  of  Honey,  to  be  preferved  in  a  Viol  clofe 

ftop'd.- Lib.  5.  De  Compof.  Med.  There's 

another  of  Andromachis  afitd  Gaknnm,  where 


§uu-k"Lime  is  Chief.—  —  Oribafus  has  many. 
~~  «  —  So  has  ftujfas  EP  befits.  —  -  —  Arettus.  --  - 
Alexandtr  ^rall'ianus,  particularly  againft  the 
Achores  \  and  all  the  other  Ancients,  and  Mo- 
derns, have  us'd  Caufticks,  where  '<girick-Limt9 
arid  Lixives  have  been  the  Chief. 

The  Alhes  of  Plants,  and  Calx  of  Lime,  a- 
gree  iri  their  Saltnefs.  In  the  Calx  Viva,  or 
tinflack'd  Lime,  there's  a  burning  Corrofive 
Acid,  with  a  'Saltnefs.  -  It  has  a  Stiptick 
burning  Corrofive  Tafte,  fays  Sir  John  floyer, 
and  an  0il  is  obferv'd  to  fv7eat  put  of  k  in 
Burning!  This  Oily  Acid  unites  with  th$ 
Earth,  into  'a  Salt,  and  gives  the  Stipticity  to 
burnt  Lime.  •  -, 


tme,  fays  the  Honourable  and  Curi- 
ous BoyJ,  differs  greatly,  'not  -only  with  the  De* 
gree  of  its  Calcination  and  Frelhnefs,  but  alfo 
according  to  the  various  Nature  of  the  Stones, 
and  other  Bodies  calcin'd  to  make  it. 

Sir  Jobn  Flayer,  Fix'd  Salts  in  Soap-Afhes, 
by  being  united  in  a  folid  Form,  act  all  toge- 
ther, and  fo  corrode.  *  } 

:  *" 

Mattbiolus  on  DiofioriJfSj  fays,  That  Quick- 
Lime  is  a  Rind  of  Cinder,  Sed  tenuioris  fubfian- 
ti<c  quam  qut  ex  Lfgnis  fit.  The  fix'd  Salts  of 
Vegetables,  are  lels  or  more  Efficacious,  ac^ 
cording  to  the  Plants,  or  Trees  of  which  they 
are  made;  Afces  of  Vines  are  good,  fo  are 
thofe  of  Bean-Stalks,  Juniper-Fig,  Wild-Fig, 
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&c.-  Oak  more  Acid  than  thefe,  and  tfie  Bark 

of  Afh  yet  more  fmart  and  acid  than  that. 

fraxini  Potafcben  Bdgis  unde  fapontm  faclunt. 

Zwtlfer,  In  his  Appendix  p.  70.  of  an  Ex- 
cellent Cauftick  from  the  Afhes  of  Afh-Bark ; 
this  is  to  be  remark'd,  That  the  Afhes  newly 
burnt  (for  it  lofeth  in  a  few  Days  its  Force) 
wet  with  a  little  Spittle,  and  wrapt  up  in  a  lit- 
tle Bit  of  Rag,  apply'd,  makes  irfues  dextrouf- 
ly.  I  have  often  leen  it  apply'd  under  the  Jaw, 
cure  the  Tooth-Ach,  but  it  leaves  a  Cicatrix. 

tfbe  Vulgar  Cauftick  of  the  Shops. 

Take  ftrong  Lixive  that's  us'd  in  making 
Soap,  boil  it  in  a  Pan  to  a  Hardnefs,  when 
cold,  cut  it  in  fmall  Pieces,  and  keep  it  in  ^ 
Phial,  clofe  ftopt  for  Ufe. 

A  ftrong  Cauftick. 

Take  Ruffian  Potaih  three  Pounds,  un- 
flack'd  Lime  two  Pounds,  boil  'em  in  a  fuffi- 
cient  Quantity  of  Water,  to  the  Thicknefs  of 
Honey.  When  cool,  form  it  in  fmall  Bits, 
put  it  up  in  a  Phial  clofe  ftopt  for  We. 

Ambrofe  Parey  fays,  That  of  the  Alhes  of 
Oak  alone,  he  has  made  a  ftrong  Cauftick^ 
which  powerfully  and  fuddenly  perform'd  its 
Work. 


As 
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As  to  Capitillum^  there's  fomething  Paul  calls 
IM  av.T&wxyv  Lixivium  Saponarium^  which  is 
thus  made. 

Take  the  firft  Running  of  the  Water  made 
with  the  Calx  and  Afhes,  of  which  black  Soap 
is  made,  q.  f.  Quick-Lime  one  Pound,  Afhes 
of  Oak  three  Pounds,  Water,  q.  f.  if  you  add 
a  fourth  Part  of  Sublimate,  or  Vitriol  to  the 
Mafs,  boiPd  up,  it  will  prove  a  quick  and 
ftrong  Cauftick)  but  with  greater  Pain,  where- 
fore you  may  add  Opium* 

furnish  Cauftick. 

Take  Quick-Lime  fix  Pounds,  Afhes  of  the 
Vine  twelve  Pounds,  with  boiling  Water,  make 
a  Lixive,  v/hich  he  calls  Lixivium  Saponis.  It 
will  prove  the  ftronger,  if  you  keep  the  Lime 
in  the  Middle,  and  not  mix  it  with  the  whole 
Allies,  pour  on  your  Water,  till  it  grow  Tafte- 
lefs ;  evaporate  and  boil  up  your  CaufticL 

<fhe  Cauftick  calPd  EannifterV. 

Take  of  Quick-Lime  new  burnt,  Potafh.  q.  f. 
on  thefe  pour  as  much  Water  as  will  take  the 
Strength  out  of  both,  which  you'll  foon  know 
by  the  Water's  being  Taftelefs.  To  this  Water 
add  frefh  Lime  and  Afhes,  as  before  ;  do  thus 
eight  Times;  then  take  of  this  Capitdlum  two 
Pounds,  Vitriol  four  Ounces,  Quick-Lime  q. 
v.  boil  'em  to  the  Confiftence  of  an  Ointment, 
or  a  Drynefs,"and  keep  it  clofe  for  Ufe. 

Or 
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Or  THUS, 

.''.''      f    '  ,  •  •  '         "    . 

Take  Quick-Lime  one  Pound,  burn  the  fame 
in  a  Charcoal  Fire,  three  or  four  Hours,  put 
it  in  fine  Powder,"  into,  two  Pounds  of  the  Ca- 
piullum  above,  or  Lixivium  Safonis,  boil  them 
together  in  a  Brafs-Pan3  until  they  be  tliick  ; 
cut  'em  into  what  Form  you  pleafe,  ftop  'em 
tip  clofe  for  Ufe.  -  "When  you  are  to  ufe  it, 
wet  one  Side  of  it  with  a  little  Spittle,  and  lay 
it  on  the  Place,  and  in  one  Hour  it  will  pierce. 
Be  fure  to  keep  it  from  the  Air  clofe  ftopt. 

Hugo  Baubinns  has  a  Cauftick  the  very  fame 
with  that  of  Battntfttr\  as  Wecker  tells.  See 
Wecker  and  tfagauhius  Inftit.  JCkir:  L  6.  c.  11. 

P- 


Fernelius  tells  us  of  a  Cauftick  that  will  pene- 
trate in  a  Quarter  of  an  Hour,  thus  made, 
Recipe,  Burnt  Vitriol  two  Ounces,  Sal  Armon. 
one  Ounce,  Gal.  Viv.  Afhes  of  Wine-Dregs  three 
Ounces,  pour  Upon  'em,  in  "Powder,  Lixive  of 
Fig-Tree  Aihes^  boil  to  a  Stone,  and  keep  it 
clofe  for  Ufe. 

Marianus  has  in  his  Surgery,  prais'd  a  Cau- 
ftick from  Jo.  De  Vigo,  Recife,  Lixiv.  Sap.  Vi- 
triol. Rom.  one  Ounce,  Coque  in  Vafe  <zneo  ad 
Aq.  Confumft.  in  fundo  remanens  colligt. 

Heurnius  in  Meti.  ad  Prax.  has  a  ftrong  one 
of  Soag-Lees,  boii'd  to  a  Stone. 


farcy,  has  one  of  Quick-Lime  and  Soap-Lees, 
with  Nitre  and  Sal  Armo.  boil'd  to  a  proper  Con- 
fiftence,  yfhich  he  mightily  praifes,  and  which 
he  fays  in  half  an  Hour's  Time  will  do  its 
Work,  without  Pain,  and  attributes  the  fame 
Virtues  to  it,  he  does  to  his  Angelical  Powder. 

5 Ik  Magifteridl  Potential  CauflicL 

Boil  the  Capttellum  of  black  Soap  in  a  bra- 
fcen  Veflel,  and  one  Ounce  of  Quick-Lime  in 
the  faid  Capitdlum^  then  take  Sal  Armoniac 
one  Ounce,  boil  all  to  the  Thieknefs  of  Ho- 
ney, add  Opium  one  Ounce,  flop  it  up  clofe 
for  Ufe. 

Bartlolomtus  Maggies,  in  his  Cure  of  Gun- 
Shot  Wounds,  has  a  Secret  for  cutting  the 
Skin,  and  Flelh,  without  Pain,  for  perforating 
Abfccffes,  &c.  to  which  Septick  he  adds  Hu- 
man Fat  a  fifth  Part,  and  Opium;  and  in 
pag.  68.  he  fays,  he  has  oftei*  remov'd  great 
Corruptions  with  it. 

This  Septick  of  Maggim,  as  he  calls  it  (is  a 
Cauflick)  and  made  of  the  firft  Water  whereof 
Soap  is  made,  call'd  Magiftral,  which  is  to  be 
fo  lone  boil'd  in  a  brafs  Veffel,  till  it  be  of  the 
Confluence  of  Honey,  without  any  other  Mix- 
ture, though  fome  acid  Vitriol,  £§c.  It's  to  be 
kept  in  a  Phial,  well  ftopt,  otherwife  it  wou'd 
turn  Liquid,  and  lofe  its  Force.  Like  to  this 
of  Maggius  is  that  of  Crurius. 

Recipe, 
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Recipe,  Capitelli  De  LixMft  .Saponis  q.  f.  boil  it 
to  the  Hardnefs  of  a  Stone,  add  Human  Fat,  or 
that  of  Veal,  a  third  Part,  Opium  a  fourth 
Part.  This,  fays  he,  is  wonderful,  g?  retundi- 

tur  ab  ipfa  adtpe. 


C  H  A  P.    lit. 

Of  the  Vfe  of  Caufticks. 

AS  to  the  life  of  Caufticks,  fee  Caff.  £ar- 
tMine  his  Syntagma  Med.  Cbirurg.  De 
CauteriiS)  pr^fertim  poteftate  agentibus,  feu  Rup- 
ioriis  Hafni<e  1523,  in  the  Cure  of  an  Entero- 
eele,  they  are  of  admirable  Ufe  and  Efficacy. 

Take  Care  of  the  Spermatick  Veffels. In 

an  Exomphalos,  efpecially  when  its  from  the 
Omsntum^  Cdfas  taught,  /.  17.  c.  14.  how  to 
ufe  a  Cautery.  What's  without  the  Ligature, 
after  tying,  he's  for  burning  it,  either  with  an 
Aftual  or  Potential  Cautery. 

Mercundlis  in  his  Book  De  Morlis  Puerorum, 
fays,  That  the  Gut  being  re-plac'd,  the  Part  is 
burnt,  and  when  the  Efchar  is  fallen,  it'sheal'd 
up;  for  it  makes  on  that  Place  fuch  a  hard  Ci- 
catrix,  that  it  retains  the  Inteftine,  and  refifts 
its  Impulfe,  fo  ever  after  keeps  up  the  Gut. 

Thus 


Thus  an  Inguinal  Hernia  is  curM  by  Inter- 
ception, with  a  firm  Cicatrix ;  which  Cure  is 
deliver'd  down  to  us  by  the  wife  Ancients, 
'mongfl  whom  kvsAtbttcafi*  1.  i.  c.  46.  tlally- 
abbas  9.  pr.  c.  3.  Damajcen.  1.  7.  c.  ib.  Paul  /. 
6.  66.  who  with  innumerable  others,  made 
their  Cicatrix  with  an  Aftual  Cautery ;  but 
now-a-days  we  do  it  by  a  Potential  Cautery, 
calPd  a  Cauftiek)  no  edge  Tool  to  be  play'd 
with. 


CHAP.     IV. 

Of  wbtfs  to  be  confided  d  before  we  apply 
j  when  they  are,  and  what  after. 


lit,  npHE  Body,  before  the  Cauftick  is  ap- 
JL  ply'd,  muft  be  prepar'd,  and  well 
purg'd,  left  Humours  be  attrafted,  whence 
Inflammations,  Fevers,  and  other  difmal  and 
troublefome  Symptoms  arife.  --  Galm^  Avi- 
cenna^  and  others,  advife  the  Body  to  be 
well  purg'd  j  if  a  Plethora,  Bleeding^  as  in 
u  Metb. 


,  A  proper  Diet  both  before  and  when 
it  is  apply'd. 

3dly,  The  Place  to  be  mark'd  with  Ink. 
Q 
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4thly,  The  Part  to  be  defended  with  a  Plai 
fter, 


Jthly,  When  the  Cauftick  is  apply'd,  to 
watch  the  Time  narrowly,  becaufe  lome  Can- 
flicks  do  their  Work  in  half,  others  in  the  third 
Part  of  an  Hour,  fome  a  whole,  others  two, 
three,  four  Hours, 


6thly,  If  it  don't  go  deep  enough  the  firft 
Time,  repeat  the  Cauftick  again. 

7thly,  If  the  Pain  be  intolerable,  add  a  little 
Opium,  and  Lenitives  round  it  :  This  is  calPd 
the  Velvet  Cauftick,  infinuated  by  fome  Scioli 
to  be  a  late  Invention,  though  it  can  be  eafily 
made  appear,  to  have  been  in  Ufe  'rnongft  the 
earlieft  Greeks. 

The  Cruft,  or  Efchar,  is  nothing  elfe,  pro- 
perly fpeaking,  but  burnt  Flelh,  which  is  to 
be  remov'd  as  foon  as  you.canj  that  is,  you 
are  to  procure  its  falling,  as  foon  as  poffible; 
and  in  order  to  make  fure  Work,  it  will  be 
necefiary  a  frefh  Cauftick  be  apply'd,  with  the 
Cautions  above  ;  and  the  longer  you  keep  the 
Ulcer  running,  the  firmer  your  Cicatrw,  confe- 
quently,  the  Cure  complete,  without  Fear  of 
any  Relapfe  ;  providing  the  Patient  be  young, 
or  of  a  clean,  thin,  and  otherwife  good  Habit 
of  Body. 

In  fo  far  as  Mr.  R  -  y  has  manag'd  the 
and  repeated  it,  this  Way  (though 

it 


it  be  only  the  common  Way  all  Surgeons  ufe) 
he  has  done  right,  which  may  be  a  good  Hint 
to  others,  to  excite  their  Induftry  that  Way, 
in  renewing  the  Cauftick,  till  they  have  a  fuffi- 
cient  Cicatrix,  fee  Guido  fraft.  6.  Doff,  n.de 
Cur  at.  Rupture  pi  248. 


CHAP,   v. 

How  to  procure  the  Fall  of  the  Efchar. 

IN  order  to  the  Falling  of  the  Efchar,  feve- 
ral  Things  are  to  be  confider'd,  ift,  The 
Heat  of  the  Part  is  to  be  preferv'd.  sdly,  The 
Spiritus  Infitus  nourifh'd,  and  the  Part  to  be 
ftrengthn'd.  3dly,  The  Cruft  is  to  be  often 
moiftn'd,  if  dry.  4thly,  The  Par  t  to  be  clean'd 
at  every  Dreffing.  Hippocrates  us'd  a  large 
Poultice  of  Onions,  Leeks,  &c.  for  procuring 
the  Fall  of  an  Efchar.  -  If  nothing  elfe  be 
in  View,  but  removing  the  Efchar,  warm  Ba- 
filicon,  with  a  little  boiling  Oil  of  Turpentine, 
with  the  following  Cataplafm,  over  all  will  be 
fufficient  Take  Wheat-Flower  four  Ounces, 
roafted  Figs,  and  Honey,  a  Q.  S;  M.  fome 
order  Bafilicon,  with  Oil  of  white  Lilies,  Oil 
of  Eggs,  two  Ounces,  Mucilage  of  Quince- 
Seeds  one  Ounce  M.  F. 


Take  Oil  of  Vitriol,  Hypericon^ 
Nigell  a  Pt.  Eq.  the  Part  at  every  Dreffing  is 

Q  2  to 


to  be  done  over  with  a  Feather,  dipt  in  this, 
and  a  large  foft  Cataplafm  of  Elder-Flowers^ 
and  Dock-Leaves  over  all. 


atid  Gmdo^  tfraft.  6.  Doff,  ii.de 
Curalwne  Rupture  p.  248.  tho'  they  were  ful- 
ly fatisfy'd,  that  a  Cicatrix  made  by  an  Actual 
Cautery,  was  the  moft  fecure  Way  of  retain- 
ing; yet  they  comply'd  with  their  Patients, 
who  dreaded  that  Way,  and  us'd  the  Potential 
Cautery,  commonly  call'd  a  Cauftick,  the  beft 
of  which  is  made  of  Calx  Viva,  and  Lwiv.  Sa- 
pon.  now-a-days  known  to  every  Apprentice- 
Boy,  and  Nurfes,  &c.  Guido  tempered  his 
with  Opium,  and  other  Defenfives,  according 
to  the  Quantity  ajpply'd,  and  the  Circumftan- 
ces  of  the  Patient.  But  he  always  took  Care 
never  to  apply  a  Cauftjck,  until  he  had  fuffici* 
ently  prepar'd  his  Patient  for  it,  by  previous 
Purging,  and  proper  Diet,  in  both  which  he 
was  molt  exaft,  and  fo  cautious  v/as  he,  be- 
fore he  us'd  the  Cauftick,  that  he  ftriclly  en- 
join'd  'em  to  lie  a  Bed,  on  _their  Back,  fo  the 
Inteftifle  being  fufficiently  emptied,  and  the 
Parts  well  replac'd,  he,  after  Shaving,  and 
Marking,  apply'd  a  Plaifter,  with  a  fufficient 
Hole  for  the  Cauftick,  and  fo  prudently  defend- 
ed the  Parts,  that  he  made  himfelf  Mafter  of 
the  Cauftick,  fo  that  it  did  not  fpread  beyond 
the  Bounds  he  intended.  -  This  Efchar,  with 
the  common  Way  of  Dreffing,  fell  off  in  a- 
bout  a  Week.  If  he  did  not  find  it  thick  e- 
nough,  he  generally  renew'd  the  Cauftick,  ta- 
king great  Care  it  did  not  reach  the  Sperma- 
ticks,  and  having  procur'd  the  Fall  of  this  ;  as 

he 
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he  did  of  the  former  Efchar,  which  requires 
ftill  more  Care  than  the  firft,  he  cleans'd,  in- 
carnated, and  cur'd  it,  as  other  Wounds  ;  but 
even  when  heal'd,  he  wou'd  not  fuffer  ?em  to 

go  Abroad  without  a  Trufs. Mr.  Peter, 

fays  he,  cur'd  Thirty  in  my  Prefence,  whom 
he  allow'd  to  walk  about,  on  Purpofe  to  forget 
the  Pain  of  the  Cauftick^  which  I  do  by  no 

Means  approve  of. He  took  ei^ht  Weeks 

to  perform  his  Cures,  which  I  did  in  four  or 

five. In  Curing  Monfieur  Lewis  Brifac  of 

Vienne  in  fouufbinc,  I  us'd  a  curv'd  Aftual 
Cautery  at  every  Drefling,  fo  did  Mr.  Peter 
after  me,  which  fucceededj  and  indeed,  the 
Difficulty  is  fometimes  fo  great,  that  we  ought 
to  help  with  every  Thing  that  will  do  fo  j  and 
nothing  being  able  to  do  it  more  effeftually 
than  the  Aftual  Cautery,  which  is  fcarce  felt, 
if  touch'd  with  Caution,  Pr^fertim^  fays  he, 
quia  jEfclara  defendit  quod  Cant  mum  non  fenti- 
tur :  Duntaxat  quod  fiat  caute  quod  patiens  non 

videat. If  the  Pain  be  very  great,  anoint 

with  Oil  of  Rofes.— — If  the  Scrotum  be  in- 
flarn'd,  with  Tenfion,  and  much  Pain,  ufe 
Poultices  of  Mallows  and  Bran,  with  Altboea- 

Roots,  Linfeeds,  and  the  like. -If  a  Flux 

of  Blood,  ufe  my  red  Powder,  with  Whites 

of  Eggs,  or  Vitriol.- If  Conftipated,  give 

Caflia,  Clyfters,  or  Suppofitories. If  aLoofe- 

nefs,  give  Aitringent  Troches,  and  the  like. 

Severinus  in  his  Chirurgta  tfrimemlris  p.  126. 
tells  us,  That  the  moft  approv'd,  and  the  fafeft 
Can/tick,  is  that  made  of  the  Lixive  of  Potafh, 
with  Quick-Lime,  boil'd'up  to  a  proper  Confi- 

Q  3  ftence, 
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ftence,  as  defcrib'd  in  the  Euonymi 
and  by  Gourmel#us9  Bartholomtfus  Maggius^  Pa- 
rey,  Heurnius,  ggr.  which  is  no  other  but  the 
common  Can/tick  of  the  Shops,  as  may  be  feen 
in  all  our  Difpenfatories ;  and  for  further  Se- 
curity, they  order  the  fame  Can/tick  to  be  re- 
peated, even  to  the  Os  Pubis,  but  forbid  ufmg 
it  if  there  be  an  Adhefion. 

To  adduce  here  all  the  Authors,  who  have 
taught  the  Way  of  fecuring  the  Parts  when  re- 
pon'd  in  Ruptures ,  wou'd  be  ridiculous :  I 
hope  then,  it  will  be  enough  for  me,  to  have 
Ihewn,  That  fecuring  by  Can/ticks,  is  no  new 
Method,  but  deriv'd  to  us  from  the  earlieft 

Antiquity. That  whether  tthe  Cicatrix  was 

made  by  an  Aftual,  or  Potential  Cautery,  the 
Intention  was  the  fame,  viz.  fo  to  harden  and 
conftringe  that  Part  over  the  Rings  of  the  Ab* 
dominal  Mufcles,  as  if  it  were  callous,  and 
thereby  obftruft,  and  hinder  the  Caul,  or  Inter 
ftine,  from  falling  into  the  Scrotum,  as  the 
Learn'd  Vunus  has  hinted  to  us,  in  cap.  6.  of 
his  Way  of  Curing  Ruptures  by  Caufticks9  H<e 
ergo  uftioru's  ea  rations  curant  Herniam  quatenus 
factunt  talem  Conftriftionem  &  Coarctationem  in 
Loco^  in  quern  Inteftma  ddabuntur^  ut  deinceps  de? 
lali  non  pojffint  per  Ilium, 

From  all  has  been  here  advanc'd,  it  feems 
plain,  That  thofe  who  in  the  feveral  Ages, 
have  with  Care  and  Judgment  apply'd  'em- 
felves  to  the  Study  of  Nature,  and  the  Healing 
Art,  being  fenfible,  that  the  firft  Founders  of 
that  Faculty,  had  taken  the  very  Methods  in 

the 


the  Cure  of  Ruptures ,  Nature  and  Reafon  had 
indicated,  viz.  of  Reponing  the  Parts  pro- 
laps'd,  by  Relaxation,  or  protruded  by  Force, 
and  retaining  the  fame  in  their  proper  Places, 
unanimoufly  acquiefc'd  in  thefe  their  Intenti- 
ons. As  they  went  all  one  Way  to  work,  fo 
did  they  generally  meet  with  the  fame  Succefs, 
in  the  fame  Cafes.  '  Thus  they  perform'd  all 
cou'd  be  expefted  from  Men  of  Skill  and  In- 
tegrity. And  however  different  the  feveral 
Means  made  ufe  of  to  attain  thefe  Ends,  might 
at  firft  View  appear,  they  all  tended  to  one 
and  the  fame,  viz.  a  compleat  Cure,  in  cura- 
ble Cafes;  but  in  Cafes  incurable,  they  plain- 
ly declin'd  'em,  at  leaft,  told  their  Patients  the 
Truth,  and  endeavouring  to  convince  'em, 
that  a  firm  and  folid  Cure  was  impra&icable, 
render'd  their  Patients  the  ealier,  under  what 
cou'd  only  be  Palliative. 

"Whatever  mighty  Matters  the  abfurd  Pa- 
trons of  infallible  Cures  for  all  Sorts  of -Rup- 
tures may  promife  and  boaft  of^  they  can  ne- 
ver effe&uate  the  fame,  though  by  Virtue  of 
Magick,  Miftery,  or  the  Word  Secret,  they 
may  cheat,  or  impofe  on  Mankind. 


Hefoetiufs 
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Helveiius's  Stiptick*  p.  105.  fee  Boule  'Medic  Atnen- 

teufe,  p.  70. 

^  AKE  four  Pounds  of  the  Filings  of  Steel,  eight 
•*•  Pounds  of  Tartar,  both  in  fine  Powder,  mix  'em 
exactly,  'and  put  'em  in  an  Earthen-Pan,  on  which 
pour  as  much  French  Brandy,  as  will  make  all  of  the 
Thicknefs  of  Butter-Milk,  ftir  it  well  with  an  Iron 
Spatula,  twice  a  Day,  let  it  ferment  for  three  Days 
and  Nights  together,  diftil  in  B.  M.  with  a  mode- 
rate Fire  S.  A.  till  nothing  comes  of  but  Phlegm. 
Take  it  from  the  Fire,  and  with  your  Hands  bruife 
alt  the  Lumps,  and  pour  as  much  Brandy  as  before, 
put  it  again  into  a  Cellar,  for  three  Days  longer, 
and  then  diftil  as  before.  Repeat  this  (even  or  eight 
Times,  and  at  the  laft,  let  it  be  as  dry  as  Dough, 
then  grind  it  on  your  Marble,  and  after  its  well 
mix'd,  form  it  into  Balls  of  two  Ounces  each,  leave 
them  to  be  dried  in  the  Air.  If  the  Mafs  be  not 
foft  enough  to  be  conveniently  wrought  on  the  Stone, 
}ou  may  moiftcn  it  with  a  little  Brandy,  or  with 
that  Spirit  that  was  diftill'd  from  the  Mafs. 
The  Preparation  of  tie  "Medicinal  Infix/ion. 

DiiTolve  one  of  thefe  Balls  in  a  Quart  of  good 
French  Brandy,  a  little  warm,  or  as  much  Arquebu- 
fade  Water,  mix  it  exaftly,  and  you  may  ufe  it  in- 
flantly,  fee  p.  105.  106.  its  Virtues  are  the  fame 

with  the  B- k  S k. 

•  Infanit  Homo,  &  ex  tibro,  alicuncfe  Doff  its,  aut  in  medi- 
camenta  col/apfaj,  me&cum  fe  faffum  effe  putat.  Fjevin, 
De  Abuf.  Med. 

Quid  plura  ?  Si  formulae  medicamentorttm,  ad  fananJos 
rtgros  fujficerenty  Quid  Qucefo  medico  opus  effet  tot  impcn- 
dere  Inheres  in  Studiis  totque  addifcendi  cauja  peragrare  re- 
giones,  {$  plerttmque  Subftantiam  fuam  confumere*  Nonne 
quivis  Idiota,  into  etiatn  fukulcus  facile  in  rnedicum  evade- 
ret?  Verum  in  hoc  tota  difficult  as  fit  a  eft,  nimirum  ut  Do- 
tlrina,  atqtte  medicamenta,,  qu#  univerfaliter  a  viris  DoHis 
proponuntur,  particular*  unicuique  rcfte  applicenturt  Soli- 
nander. 
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Learn'dDr.  MENJOT's 

LETTER 

To  a  F  R  I  E  N  D, 

CONCERNING 

Phyfick,  and   Modem  Phyficians. 


1TH1N  tkefe  few  Tears 
have  been  enacted  feverat 
wife  Statute*)  for  redreffing 
an  infnite  Number  of  Abufes 
thtt  were  introduced  among 
the  Publick. 

Licentioufnefs 


Licentioufaefs  among  Men  of  the 
has  keen  refrain*^  the?  they  Are:  the  mofl 
diffietlt  to  rule  of  all  Men.  Several  new 
Laws  have  diminffid  the  Quirks  of  In- 
juftice;  tho*  there  yet  remain  too  many^ 
infomuch)  that  a  poor  Client  ,  after  a  long 
chargeable  Law  suit  Jbatt  be  rutri*d  at  Ujty 
tho*  he  has  carried  his  Caufe. 

Ecrcs  atteritur  longo  fufflamine  litis. 

.  8. 


But  as  to  Phjfick,  thofe  Gentlemen  our 
M9'  feem  highly  to  dijparagc  it, 
and  think  it  unworthy  their  Application  and 
Care.  That's  the  Reafo*  it  lies  unhappily 
expofid  as  a  Prey  to  every  Oney  and  there- 
by is  corrupted  with  A  Mixture  of  Quacks^ 
who  contrary  to  the  Appointment,  &f  God, 
its  Author,  have  turned  it  into  Robbing 
and  furthering  of  the  Sick.  I  therefore 
think  my  felf  obliged  in  Point  of  Honour 
to  forfake  the  Proftjfion,  and  renounce  the 
Title  of  Phypciany  vhofe  Char  fitter  ,  thank 
y  is  not  tndtlille. 


I  have  praftis*d  it  at  Paris,  the  Place 
of  my  Nativity,  near  half  an  Age.  Inter 
iteabien  tantam  &  contagio,  lucri.  Her. 
i.  Epifi.  12.  Whereby  I  acc[uir*d  many 

Friends 


Friends.  I  prefume  I  have  Anfoer*d 
Hippocrates,  in  his  Epiflle  to  Crateva, 
fajs  of  A  difinterefted  Phjfatta,  from  4 
mercenAry  One,  and  have  imitAted  Socrates 
who  taught  his  Phylofophy  gratis  $9  the 
Athenians  his  Ceutitrjmen. 

But  1  Am  tired  with  faffing  Any  fo»ger 
for  A  Colleague ,  Amongjt  An  infinite  Num- 
ber of  the  LeArved,  without  Learning,  For- 
gers of  Lyes  and  Phyficians  of  no  Value, 
*$ob.  i  j,  4.  Mo  ft  of  *em  ffrung  from  the 
Dregs  of  the  People*  We  meet  wttk  no- 
thing but  thefe  greedy  Wretches.  Agripe^ 
tes  graviflioia  infamia  opus  qu^rentes, 
Senec.  1.6  de  c  27. 

Rambling  uf  And  down  the  Streets  from 
Morning  till  Night  like  miferable  Beggars, 
who  by  A  theufand  bafe  And  {baneful  1  ricks^ 
fcrerv  themfelves  into  Bufinefs,  And  by  their 
fh&rptnff  catch  at  Fame.  Penetrant  Domus 
&•  Captivas  ducunt  mulierculas.  They 
creep  into  Houfes,  and  lead  Captives 
filly  Women.  St.  Paul  2.  ad  Tim.  c.  j. 
i/.  6.  But  what  feems  incredible,  except 
to  thofe  who  are  Eye  Witntfies  to  it,  is, 
That  Horfe  Doctors,  Lay  Brothers  of  All 
Orders  And  Colours^  Footmen  out  of  PUce, 
Muficians,  Dancivz  Mafttrs,  Mecha»i<ks9 
othtr  Peoftt  of  the  like  $**&?>  have 

the 


the  front  to  fet  up  for  Phyftcians,  as  if 
the  Seat  of  our  Judges  were  Places  for  Por- 
ters And  Chairmen,  to  judge  and  determine 
the  moft  important  and  intricate  Caufes. 
There  are  even  down  to  our  Servant-Maids, 
who  are  no  fooner  out  of  Place,  but  they 
undertake  to  prefcribe  for  the  Sick,  to  fell 
their  Specijicks,  their  Elixirs,  and  fuch  (i/Ij 
triffling  Secrets.  Some  perhaps  witt  think  to 
check  thefe  Complaints,  by  faying,  That  it 
is  reafonahle  to  let  our  French  have  the  Li" 
berty  of  getting  their  Livelyhood.  But  fup- 
fofe  this  Maxim  were  mllotfd,  as  Things  are 
now,  and  that  it  was  confjtent  with  the 
fublick  Good :  Yet  the  City  of  Paris,  winch 
in  other  Things  is  fo  well  Governed,  ought 
not  to  allow  that  fuch  Quacks  of  all  Tribes, 
aS  Languages,  and  aS  Nations  fbould  come 
on  our  Stage  and  aft  the  Phyfician,  pick  our 
Peoples  Pockets,  and  flay  upon  the  Simplici- 
ty of  our  Parifians. 

Tros  Rutulus  va  fuat.  Nullo  difcrimine  - 
habetur.    Virg.  10.    jineid. 

Thefe  crafty  I^naves  moft  impudently  pro- 
wife  to  diffolve  the  Stone  in  the  Kjdneys 
And  Bladder,  to  cure  knotted  and  hereditary 
Gouts,  inveterate  Confumptions,  confirmed 
Dropfies,  formed  Cancers,  habitual  and  na- 
tural Follies-,  and  in  Behalf  of  the  Ladies, 


whofe  Fates  Art  fitted  with  the  SwafcPox, 
to  render  it  as  fair,  flump,  and  fmootb,  as 
it  was  at  frft*  They  even  fret  end  to  wafb 
the  Blackmoor  white,  contrary  to  this  Text 
of  Scripture.  An  mutare  poteft  Jithiops 
pellem  fuam.  Can  the  ^Ethiopian  change 
his  Colour.  Deut.  ij. 

In  the  mean  time  thefe   ignorant  and  pre- 
fumptuous   People,  compound  with  the   Sick 
for   large    Sums,    and  exa£t  the   greateil 
Part   before  Hand,    which   they  never  re- 
turn, tb<?  the   Stck  *were    to    die   the  very 
next  Day  they  come  into  their  Hands,  and  if 
they  jurvive,  they  are  more  injured  than  eas*d. 
And  what  is  more  aftonijhwg,  is,  that  not 
only  the  fimfle  Cit,  but  alfo  fever al  of  our 
jirft    Quality,    who    value    themf elves  upon 
their   Wit,    run    head-long  like   Idiots  into 
the  Trap  laid  by  thefe  Imfoftors ;  which  may 
be  calTd  the  Rocks  o»  which  they   no  jooner 
fplit,  but   they   are  p)r*ted.  by  them;  which 
verifies  the  Sayiieg  of  the  illuflrious  Gom- 
bault. 

Le  Peuple  fut  toujours  un  Sot 

Et  blendes  Grands  font  Populaires. 

It  is  then  with  jufl^  Reafbn  that  Parents, 
who  make  any  toierAhle  tigure  tn  the  World, 
forbid  their  Children* s  applying  themfilves 

to 


to  Pkjjick,  face  its  Profeffion  at  this 
is  run  down  to  fuch  a  Degree,  th&t  A  M&n 
of  CourAge  And  Birth  is  A/htm^d  of  the 
Title  of  Dottor9  And.  that  the  People, 

Centum  Medicos  curto  centufle  licetur 

Per s.  S*t.  5* 

That  Time  is  no  wore,  when  Foetus,  in 
his  Letter  tt  Artaxerxes  teftifyyd  for  Phy- 
fck,  that  it  #A$  4  Science  well  becoming 
th*  Gods. 

It  were  to  be  wffid,    that  our  fufreme 

Powers  wotfd  by   their  Prudence  And  Au<* 

thority.    Oves  ab  hircis  fegregare.  Divide 

the  Sheep  from  the  Goats*  St.  Mat.  25.  32. 

But   aUs  !    The    reforming  fo  pernicious  A 

Diforder,  is  more  to  be  wtfhjd  than  hofd^ 

for  the  fear  of  Death  caufes  People  to  catch 

At  all  fromifcuoufly,  AS  it  has  been  obferv"*d 

of  the   Pagans    with  their  falfe  Gods.     In 

oibe  Deoj>  fecit   timor. 

J»  the  mean  timey  it  'very  often  happens^ 
that  timorous  and  imprudent  Sick  procure 
Death  to  thewj elves,  by  the  Meajures  they 
take  to  Avoid  it,  and  become  their  own  Mur- 
derers, by  Effeff  of  their  weak  Dijcernment. 
However,  6'/r,  you  may  very  well  judge  that 
$his  Dijcourfe  Aims9  neither  mghy  nor  at  & 


j    neither  ditetfty  nor  indireftlj,  At 
thofe  few  real  Phyficzaw,  who   have  had   4 
liberal  Educatitn^  Ana  W^J°  ought  to  be  Ivok'd 
upon  by  Men  of  Equity  and  judgment  like^ 
(vcluc  reliquias  quoe  falvas  faftas  funt)  the 
Remnant  to  be  iav'd.     S.  Paul  ad  Rom 
12.  5.     /  know  not  if  my  Werks  have  had 
fo  good    Suceefs  At    Htme  or  Abroad,  AS  to 
deferve  admittance  among  thofe  diftinguiflfd, 
Pbyficitns :  However  Mfffleurs  Van  Bcnning 
and  Borel,  EmbAJjadors  from  Holland,  did, 
me  the  He#our  fome  Tears  ago,  to  offer  me 
jrom  the  States,  a  Profeffor*s  Chair  in  Phy- 
fick    at  Leyden,    upon   what   Conditions  I 
flea  fed ;  for  which  I  fhaH  e'ver  remain  obii^i 
to  their  High  Mighltntffes :  But  the  Love  of 
my  Country  was  the  only  Retfon  that  motfJi 
we  Againfl   this  Tranfmigration ;    and  as  I 
had  had  the  good  fortune  to  be  born,  and  to 
live    hitherto  a,   Subjeff    of    his  Majcjlyy  I 
ceutd  never  rejolve  to  die  otherwife. 

I  conclude^  <S/r,  with  acquainting  jot/, 
That  tM  1  have  renounced  the  Practice  of 
Phjfick  ;  yet  I  do  not  defgn  to  for  Jake  the 
Study  of  if,  tuo*  I  am  above  fevewtjj  fince  I 
fbatt  have  more  Leifure  to  pub  It  fly  jrom  time 
to  time  fome  new  Works,  which  I  /hall fub- 
mit  to  the  Judgment  of  the  Learned ;  efpe* 
dally  of  that  fenall  handful  of  Orthodox  Pb)~ 
ficians,  that  are  ft  Attend  among  the  Phjtfick* 

*»& 
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ing  Rabble,  like  A  little  good  Seed,  among 
abundance  of  Tares,  or  like  the  El  a  ft  in  the 
World  among  the  Wicked. 


1  am  . 

Sir, 


This  Letter  was  printed  at  Paris  in 
1691,  by  Mr,  Bernier,  Phyfician,  in  his 
Supplement  to  his  Book  of  EfTays  on  Phy- 
ficf 


POSTSCRIPT. 

IFlatter'd  myielf  I  had  done  with  the  Rupture 
Story  -7  fo  about  three  Weeks  ago,  defir'3 
the  lame  to  be  publifhed,  without  lofs  of 
Time :  But  a  printed  Order  (deliver'd  at  the 
Navy-Office,  direfting  all  the  Surgeons  of  His 
Majefty's  Ships,  to  praftife  a  pretended  effe&ual 
Remedy,  laid  before  the  Lords  of  the  Admiralty 
by  Dr.  Littlejohn,  &c.J  falling  into  my  Hands,  I 
could  not  without  being  wanting  to  myielf,  and 
to  that  Regard  I  owe  to  Truth,  but  acquainC 
the  Publick  with  what  confifts  with  my  proper 
Knowledge  •,  in  an  Affair,  wherein  I  was  em- 
bark'd. 

About  1 2  or  1 3  Months  ago,  Mrs.Boules  before 
mentioned,  handed  about  part  of  Her  Husband's 
Secret  for  Ruptures,  printed  on  a  looie  half  Sheet. 

About  3  Months  ago,  Dr.  W d  knowing 

this  Book  was  in  the  Preft,  told  me,  that  at  one 
Dr.  Littlejohrfs  Defire  he  had  Ibllicited  fome  of 
the  Board  of  Ad — Ity,  particularly  Sir  J.  J--gs3 
about  a  certain  Secret  for  Ruptures,  he  was  to  lay 
before  that  Board.  I  fmilingly  anfwer'd,  I  could 
not  believe  that  Gentleman  would  be  fo  rafh  as  to 
expofe  himlelf  in  iuch  an  Affair,  becauie  that  very 
Secret  had  been  given  about  for  many  Months  paft, 
and  produced  the  very  printed  half  Sheet  I  had 
A  3  Months 


( * ) 

3  Months  before 'This  is  the  very  fame,  laid 

he,  with  Dr.  Little  Johns. 

Whether  it  is  fo,  or  not :  Let  the  diicerning 
difinterefted  Reader  judge. 


j4dmiralty-0ff.ee, 
27th  Jan.  1727. 

G.ENTL  EM  EN, 

WHereas  Doftor  Littlejohn,  who  hath  ferved 
zsPhyfician  in  His  Majefty's  Fleet,  hath 
propofed  a  Method  for  the  more  effectual  Cure 
of  fuch  Seamen  belonging  to  the  Navy  as  may  have 
Ruptures,  and  We  having  referred  the  fame  to  the 
Confideration  of  Doctor  Mead  and  Dr.  freind, 
and  to  Mr.  Palmer  and  Mr.  Chifelden,  two  emi- 
nent Chyrurgeons,  who  have  reported  to  us  their 
Opinion  *7  That  the  Methods  propofed  by  Doctor 
Littlejohn  are  very  fafe,  and  will  be  of  good  Ser- 
vice to  the  Purpole  intended,  efpecially,  in  the 
Cure  of  recent  Ruptures ,  and  that  therefore  they 
Chink,  it  may  be  very  beneficial  in  His  Majefty's 
Navy.  We  fend  you  herewith  a  Copy  of  the  a- 
fbrefaid  Propofition,  and  defireand  direft  you  to 
caufe  the  fame  to  be  put  in  Practice  on  Board 
His  Majefty^s  Ships,  which  now  are,  or  fhall  from 
Time  to  Time  be  employed  at  Sea.  We  are 

Tour  Jffeftiomte  Friends, 

J,  Jennings, 
J.  Cockburne, 
W.Chetwynd, 
C.  Wager. 


Dr.  L »'s. 


E  Right  Honourable  the  Lords  Commiflio- 
vers  of  the  ADMIRALTY,  having  ftgnity'd 
their  Pleafure,  that  an  effectual  Method  for  Cure 
of  Ruptures  fhould  be  laid  before  them,  in  order 
to  be  made  publick  for  the  Service  of  the  Ntwy. 

In  Obedience,  therefore,  to  their  Lordfoiys 
Command,  the  faid  Method  is  here  humbly  of- 
fer'd  by  Alexander  Little  John  9  M.  D.  formerly 
Phyfician  to  the  Fleet. 

Although  the  Surgeons  of  the  Navy  are  pre- 
ilimed  to  be  acquainted  with  the  Nature  and  Cau- 
fes  of  Rufture s,  ftill  a  Remedy  for  fuch  unhappy 
Accidents  being  greatly  wanted,  a  Method  of 
Cure  is  therefore  propoled,  which,  if  duly  fol- 
lowed, will  prove  fucceisful. 

The  fir^t  Intention  for  Cure  of  Rupturts,  is  the 
Reduftior  or  Replacing  of  the  Parts  that  are  fal- 
len from  their  natural  Situation  }  In  Caies  where 
there  is  no  Adhefion  of  the  Parts,  and  the  Redu- 
ftion,  notwithftanding,  proves  difficult,  then  the 
following  Preicriptions  are  to  be  apply'd. 


The  True  and  Genuine  RECEIPT  of  tlr.  t. 
Rare  Secret  of  Curing  Ruptures.,  as  Pra- 
ftifcd  for  many  Years  by  Dodlor  BOLES 
and  his  Wife. 

i.  npHE  Specifick  Powder  is  compos'd  of 

I      the  Roots  of  Solomon-Seal  7  Ounces }  fine 

Seccetrina  Aloes  i  Ounce ;  Jallop  j  Ounce  ;  after 

they  are   powdered  feperately  and  well  lifted, 

A  i  then 


4  Mrs,  B —  s's. 

then  mix  them  well  in  a  Mortar,  adding  half  an 
Ounce  of  fine  Sugar,  in  which  drop  half  a  Dram 
of  the  chymical  Oil  of  Cinnamon ;  incorporate 
it  well  in  a  Mortar,  then  mix  the  above  Pow~ 
ders  by  Degrees  till  all  are  well  mixed  together, 
then  put  it  in  a  clofe  Tin  Box  for  ufe,  the  Dole 
is  20  Grains,  25-  to  30^  augment  or  diminifh 
the  Dofe  according  to  the  Age,  Sex,  and  Con- 
ffitution  of  the  Party. 

2.  The  Plaifter  is  compofed  ofOccicroJt*  and 
ftracclfus,  of  each  equal  Quantity. 

3.  The  Fomentation  is  compofed  of  Jekn's 
Wort,   Centaury,    Wormwood,    Rojemary     Flowers, 
Mdlelot   Flowers,    Red-Rofe    Leaves,    of  each  a 
handful ',  boil  all  thefe  in  three  Quarts  of  Wa- 
ter, till  one  Third  is  conliimed,  then  put  in  a 
Quart  of  Claret,  boil  it  all  together  for  half  an 
Hour  flowly,  then  ftrain  it  for  Ufe. 

4.  The  Decoftiori  is  compofed  of  6  Ounces 
of  Muftard  Seed,  in  2  Quarts  of  Water,  boil 
it  an  Hour,  then  ftrain  it  off  for  Uie. 

5.  A  Cataplafm,  or  Pultice,  compoied  of  the 
Roots  of  White  Lillies,  and  ftinking  Hemlock,  of 
each  equal  Quantity,  boil  them  over  a  flow  Fire 
till  the  Water  is  confumed,  and  the  Roots  ten- 
der, thsn  beat  them  in  a  Mortar  to  a  Pap,  and 
j>ut  it  up  for  Ufe. 

6.  The  CaufHck,  is  the  be#  Oil  of  Vitriol. 

7.  The  Silver  CaufHck  for  dreffing. 

8.  Plaifter  of  Adherniam  after  the  Cure  for 

the  Part, 


Dr.  L  —  —  —  n's. 

Herb,  Abftnthii  Roman. 
Centawii 


Hyperici, 

Flor*  Rofarum  rubrarum, 
Anthos  ana 


Coque  in  Aqu&  fontana  Ltbris  fex  ad  Libras  qua- 
titor^  et  adde  Vini  ruin  Libras  duasy  turn  coque  It* 
niter  per  Horam,  ut  flUt  Colatura  pro  Fotu  calidiffimo9 
Hernia,  et  Pubis  regiovi  adbibendo,  cum  Stuphis  la- 
ntis  alternatim  applicatis. 

B*  Sem.  Sinapi  !vi. 

C&que  per  fforamy  in  Aqua  font  an  A  'Librif  quatuory 
fiat  Colatura,  Vfurpetur  ut  fupra. 

&  Rad.  Liliorum  alborum, 

ana  Panes  tquales. 


Incifis  et  contufis,  coq*  /.  a.  in  Aqua  fontana  q.  f. 
ut  fat  Cataflafma,  Herniap,  calide  ^plicandum. 

52  Rad.  Pelygonati  5  vii. 

J*Uff*9 

Aloes  Succotrina  ana  |  L 

Pulver.  fubtil.  et  gr/tdatim  mifcc9  in  Mortar,  mar- 
mor.  fub  Finem  addenda,  Ol.  Cinnamom.  gut.  xxx. 
cum  $achar.  alb.  %fs.  m.f.  pulvisy  Do/is  a  3  (s.  ad  3  \\ 
funtenda  mans  in  Jufculo  awnaceO)  vel  in 
Elettwrii  leniti'vi  .  . 


I  thought 


6  Dr.  L^ n's. 

I  thought  to  have  plac'd  thefe  Directions  in 

Mrs.  B. j's,  over  againft  thofe  in  Dr.  L n's 

Paper,  after  the  manner  of  the  Receipt  in  the 
preceedingPage  \  but,  to  fave  trouble,  i  beg  leave 
to  refer  the  curious  Reader  to  p.  75,  76.  where 
Le'l  Jind  the  Direftions  fuller,  plainer,  and  ieis 
dangerous* 

The  laxitive  Powder  is  to  be  given,  in  the  Be- 
ginning of  the  Cure,  for  elfht  or  ten  Days  fol- 
lowing, and  afterwards  muft  be  continued  for 
the  Space  of  fix  or  eight  Weeks,  by  repeating  the 
fame  twice  or  thrice  a  Week,  which  will  greatly 
contribute  to  the  Cure  }  It  is  to  be  given  alfo  in 
all  Cafes,  where  the  external  Applications  are  re- 
qui/Ite,  in  order  to  facilitate  the  Reduction  of 
the  Parts. 

When  the  Rupture  is  compleatly  veduc'd. 
then  a  Cauftick  is  to  be  applyM  above  the  Os  Fu- 
bis,  at  the  Perforations  for  the  Paffage  of  the 
Spermatick  Veifels,  the  ftrongeft  01.  yitricl.  is 
the  Cauftick  here  recommended  :  It  is  to  be 
rubb'd  in  upon  the  Part  in  fuch  a  Quantity  as  may 
penetrate  quite  thro'  the  Cut  is  •,  for  the  deeper 
the  Elcar  is  madCj  with  Safety,  the  more  effe- 
ftually  it  will  anfwer  the  End  defired. 

The  Application  may  be  repeated  for  two  or 
three  Days  following,  in  order  to  carry  it  deep 
enough,  obiervmg  withal',  to  cut  fuperficially 
Into  the  Efcar,  that  the  01.  Vitriol,  may  the  bet- 
ter penetrate  •,  the  Efcar  is  to  be  drefs'd  with  the 
JE?»p/.  Paracel.  and  Oxycroc.  of  each  equal  Parts, 
Ipread  thin  on  Leather  5  this  Plaifter  alone  will 
be  fufficient  to  leparate  the  Efcar  and  Cicatrize 

the 


Dr.  L n's. 

the  Part-,  If  any  fungous  Excrefcence  app  ar,  it 
•is  to  be  remov'd  by  frequent  couching  with  the 
Silver  Cauftick. 

While  the  Cure  is  performing  the  Rupture 
muft  carefully  be  kept  up  by  fit  ComprelTes  of 
Linnea,  together  with  a  Roller  of  thin  Flannel, 
of  convenient  Length  and  Breadth  for  that  Pur- 
pofe. 

After  the  Part  is  healed  up,  the  Emil.  ad  Her- 
mam  is  to  be  applied  thereon,  with  a  proper  Trufs 
or  Bandage  to  fupport  the  Part,  till  fuch  Time  as 
theCicatrix  becomes  fufHciently  hard  and  callous 
to  fupply  the  Want  of  an  artificial  Trufs. 

A  due  Regard  muft  be  had,  during  theCuie, 
to  the  Regimen  of  the  Patient }  much  Reft  eipe- 
cially  in  Bed,  together  with  a  thin  Diet,  of  eafy 
Digeftion,  are  requifite  :,  but  Greens,  fat  Meat 
of  any  Kind,  Milk,  or  .whatever  may  occafion 
Wind  or  Coftivene%  are  to  be  avoided. 

M  E  T  H  i  N  K  s  the  Doctor's  Defign  too  plain  to 
need  a  Commentary.  The  Bulk  of  this  mighty 
Performance  confifts  in  turning  Mrs.  B — -j's  Re- 
ceipt (maneq,  as  it  is,  for  the  Comfry  Roots,  the 
main  Ingredient,  is  left, out)  into  a  fort  of •  Latin 
Form.  The  Artifts  in  their  refpe&ive  Ways  will 
readily  perceive.,  the  Pharmaceutical  Part  to  be 
injudicious,  the  Cbirwgical  Part  dangerous,  and 
the  dietical  r Qy  odd. 

As  to  the  i  ft,  Let  the  Gentlemen  of  the  Apo* 
the  caries  Hall  be  Judges ,  -er  Abfynth.  Rcm: 

be  proper  in  Fomentations  r  and  if  common  Abf. 
be  not  what's  intended  in  r.he  Recipe.  Whether 
4  Grains  of  Jalap  be  paging  Dole  fbr 

an  able-bodied  Seaman  ? Whether  Sent.  Sinap. 

will  admit  of  an  Hour's  boiling?  &c. 

As 


*  Dr.  L — »'s. 

As  to  the  id,  Whether  the  ftrongeft  Oil  of  Vi- 
triol can  be  rubb'd  in  upon  that  Part,  (over  the 
Breach  through  which  the  Spermaticks  pals)  in 
fuch  a  Quantity  as  to  penetrate  quite  through  the 
Cutis  ?  And  whether  the  Application  of  the  laid 
Oil,  is  to  be  repeated  for  three  Days  following-, 
in  order  to  carry  it  deep  enough  ?  And  whether 
cutting  into  the  Efchar  that  the  fa  id  Oil  may  the 
better  penetrate,  be  either  according  to  the  Re- 
cife he  takes  it  from,  or  according  to  the  Rules  of 
Praftice,  or  according  to  Art,  1  moft  humbiy  fub- 
mit  to  the  Gentlemen  of  the  Surgeons  Hall. 

As  to  the  3d,  Whether  Greens  and  Milk  are 
fuch  dangerous  Food  at  Sea,  I  leave  to  all  Sea- 
faring judicious  People  ?  I'll  only  fay,  that  how- 
ever improper  Greens  and  Milk  may  be  to  Rup- 
tur'd  People  afhore;  if  nothing  elfe  forbids  'em 
at  Sea,  than  the  Doftor's  Orders  •,  Ruptur'd  Sai- 
lors need  not  be  much  afraid  of  great  Damage 
from  Surfeit?  of  Greens  and  Milk  at  Sea ;  unleis 
this  Ingenuous  Doftor  has  diicover'd  a  new  Way 
of  Cultivating  (for  this  feems  a  fruitful  Age  for 
new  and  amazing  Dilcoveries)  Greens,  where- 
with to  feed  Cows  on  Board  or  every  one  of  His 
Majefty's  Ships  for  Milk  for  his  numerous  Sea- 
men, as  he  has  lately  done  a  tfew  Method  for  cu- 
ring Sailors  RuytureS)  to  the  great  Honour  of  his 
Profefiion.  Upon  the  whole,  it  appears  to  me, 
that  the  Doftor  never  us'd  01.  Vitrioli,  nor  ever 
law  it  us'd  that  Way,  elfe  he  had  given  ether  Di- 
re ftions.  •—  Veritas  odium  par  it. 
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